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Inviting the uninvited

Rabbi M.M Prescott Rosh Yeshiva Machon Smicha

QUESTION: As a shliach hosting a large, public Pesach seder,
occasionally someone registers together with a non-Jewish spouse. |
have heard that his a problem is that really the case?

ANSWER:

Cooking for a Non-Jew on Yom Tov

The Torah permits certain melachos on Yom Tov when performed for
thesake of food preparation: “D27 NWY! iT17 NIN WO17727 7ON! TWN IN”
— “Thatwhich is eaten by any person, that alone may be done for you.”
Chazal explain that “lachem” — for you — excludes food preparation
for non-Jews. Accordingly, one who cooks on Yom Tov for a non-Jew
violates an issur d’oraysa. So, when non-Jewish guests partake in a
meal, this presents a significant challenge.

In practice, however, nowadays usually all food being served at a seder
is cooked before Yom Tov and is only reheated at the meal. Reheating
solid foods (e.g., chicken, kugel) does not constitute bishul (ein bishul
achar bishul), and even reheating soup—while technically bishul—is
generally done in one large pot, not individualized portions. Thus, the
issur of melacha on Yom Tov is largely not applicable here.

Inviting a Non-Jew

Chazal went further and decreed a gezeirah prohibiting even just
inviting a non-Jew to a Yom Tov meal, lest one come to cook for him
once he is present. This makes the matter more severe: the mere act of
inviting is assur, even when no cooking is anticipated. The question is
how to accommodate non-Jewish spouses who accompany Jewish
attendees without violating the gezeirah, while also avoiding alienation.

Uninvited Guests

The Shulchan Aruch writes that the gezeirah applies only to inviting a
non-Jew; if the non-Jew comes on his own, he may be allowed to join,
since there is no concern that one will cook specifically for him. Some
poskim extend this to cases like yours where the invitation is addressed
to Jews, and the non-Jewish spouse arrives incidentally as an extension
of that invitation. (Some cite the Kaf HaChaim who rules that the
gezeirah applies only when one actively encourages a non-Jew to
attend, not to a standard social gesture, which may be the case here.)

However, applying this leniency in your setting is challenging. The
online sign-up system generally requires each guest to register
individually, including the non-Jewish spouse. This makes the non-Jew
an official, invited participant, not someone casually accompanying a
Jewish attendee. Additionally, often each guest is charged a fee, which
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financially benefits the Chabad House. This weakens the argument that such a
guest “came on his own.”

This hetter might apply for catered events where every participant pays for
their plate, and the organizers gain nothing from higher attendance. But often
this is not the case, rather every additional registration helps defray overhead
costs. This makes it harder halachically to consider the non-Jewish attendee as
uninvited.

Mishum Eivah

Another ground for leniency is the concept of mishum eivah. In many cases,
Chazal extend certain leniencies to avoid animosity or resentment toward
Jews. Some poskim apply this here as well, saying that turning down a non-
Jewish guest may cause eivah.

This rationale applies well to informal reservation systems (e.g., phone calls)
where the identity of the guest is only discovered when they arrive. But when
the registration is done online, and the attendees’ information is known
beforehand, it is not as straightforward.

But still, even when online registration is used where all attendees are
identifiable on the guest list, one could argue that turning them away post-
registration would still generate hostility. So, it is possible that eivah applies
even here as well.

The Status of Non-Observant Jews

Beyond the issue of non-Jewish spouses, a serious problem seems to arise
regarding non-observant Jewish attendees. A mumar [’chalel Shabbos
b’farhesia is generally classified as a non-Jew (e.g., bishul akum, yayin nesech
etc.), creating a potential issur d’oraysa to cook food for him on Yom Tov.

Moreover, if it is forbidden to cook for him, it should likewise be forbidden to
invite him, parallel to the gezeirah regarding non-Jews. This would seemingly
jeopardize the concept of kiruv Pesach sedarim, since most of the guests are
not observant.

However, many poskim note that Jews who were raised without exposure to
Torah are generally considered tinokos shenishbu, not mumarim. Their lack of
observance is not rebellion but ignorance. Therefore, they do not receive the
halachic status of a mumar — at least in regard to inviting them to a Yom Tov
meal.

Aware of Jewish Law

On the other hand, many such individuals are somewhat aware that Jewish
law forbids melachah on Shabbos (especially those living in Jeiwsh areas). The
Rishonim dispute whether this basic awareness is enough to classify them as
mumarim. The Rambam considers them tinokes shenishbu since they were
raised in a non-Jewish environment. But the Nemukei Yosef says, regarding
lending b’ribbis, that one may collect ribbis from such Jews, as their
awareness of Torah law, albeit very minimal, is sufficient to label them as
mumarim. The Shulchan Aruch HaRav rules as follows: For issurei d’oraysa,
the stricter view should be followed, while for issurei d’rabbanan, the lenient
position can be relied upon.

Here, cooking on Yom Tov - even for a non-Jew — is typically an issur
d’rabbanan due to the principle of ho’il. Ho'il (literally, “since”) is a halachic
idea that emphasizes what could occur, rather than what currently exists. In
the context of melacha on Yom Tov, s context, this principle dictates that all
food cooked on Yom Tov — even for a non-Jew — inherently retains a potential
Yom Tov use if Jewish guests were to appear. Applying this principle, the issur
is reduced from an issur d’oraysa to d’rabanan.
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AVODAH ZARAH AND COMMERCE

Maintaining a Distance from Avodah Zarah | Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

The Definition of Avodah Zarah

The definition of avodah zarah is a religion whose constituents worship any entity other than Hashem
Yisbarach. The consensus among the Rishonim is that all mainstream sects of Christianity are definitely
considered avodah zarah, and this opinion is accepted by many Acharonim. This applies even if the
religion’s adherents do not actually worship any physical idol. Consequently, a Christian church is

considered a house of avodah zarah with regard to all of the halachos that will subsequently be discussed.

Islam is not considered to be actual avodah zarah according to the majority of Rishonim. Although
Muslims believe in a navi sheker (false prophet), the Deity they worship is Hashem, which means that they
are not serving avodah zarah. Their religion is considered heretical, and for a Jew to profess it would be

yeihareig v’alya’avor, but it is not a form of avodah zarah.

Entering a Place of Avodah Zarah

Strictly speaking, it is halachically forbidden to enter a city where there is an avodah zarah. Because
we are in exile and do not have the authority or ability to eradicate places of avodah zarah, we are
therefore considered anusim, forced against our will to live in such places and unable to keep this
halachah. However, even in our times it remains forbidden to enter an actual house of avodah zarah,
such as a Christian church. This applies even at times of the day when no one is actually engaged in
worship. According to some Poskim, one may not enter under any circumstances, even for iskei

rabim, public benefit, or pikuach nefesh, saving a life.

There is a dispute among the Poskim as to whether one may enter the grounds of such a place,
without entering the building itself. The Rema cites both opinions, and implies that the halachah
follows the stringent view.According to some Poskim, if it is obvious that the person is only going
onto the premises for a specific function and not for worship, then it is permitted.

A non-Jew is allowed to enter a house of avodah zarah for reasons other than worship. Accordingly,
a Jewish employer may send a non-Jewish worker into such a place to do permitted work [as will be
discussed below].

Distancing Oneself from a House of Avodah Zarah

In addition to the prohibition of entering a house of avodah zarah, it is a mitzvah to distance oneself
at least four amos from a place of avodah zarah or meenus, heresy. Although Reform and
Conservative temples are not houses of avodah zarah because the people there do not worship a
foreign deity, they are places of meenus and apikorsus because their constituents do not believe in
the fundamental tenets of the Torah and deny the basic foundations of Jewish belief. Therefore, one

may not enter or even walk within four amos of non-Orthodox houses of worship.

On the other hand, many Poskim permit entering a Muslim mosque. Although Muslim beliefs are
heretical for Jews, non-Jews are not obligated to believe in our fundamental belief system. They only
are commanded not to serve idols. Therefore, even a Jew is not forbidden from entering a mosque if
necessary, provided it is obvious that he does not share their beliefs.

Additionally, only an area that is permanently designated for idolatry or heresy is forbidden, such as
a designated chapel in a nursing home. A multi-purpose room (which is not part of a real building of
worship, such as in an airport) which is occasionally used for worship, may be entered at other times

while no one is worshiping there.

Benefiting from Avodah Zarah

It is forbidden to stare at images that were created for idolatry, because of the verse “one shall not
turn towards idolatry”. One may not listen to music used for idolatry, including recordings of such
music, or enjoy looking at their adornments. Unintentional listening or viewing is permitted. There
is a dispute among the Rishonimas to whether one may view imagery of avodah zarah that was
created for beauty and not for worship, with most Poskim siding with the lenient view. If one is
merely glancing at the imagery and not viewing it intently, all agree that it is permitted. Note,
however, that imagery that is part of a place of idol worship is forbidden altogether like the avodah

zarah itself. . . »
In partnership with the Bais Haavad's Yorucha ProgramTo learn more about Yorucha visit yorucha.org

The core issue of how to view today’s
non-observant Jews is dealt with
extensively by the poskim of recent
generations, including the Binyan
Tzion,the Chazon Ish, and HaRav Moshe
Sternbuch, who all share a similar view
not to treat them as mumarim. Therefore,
not only is it permissible to invite such
individuals to the seder, but it is also
permissible to prepare food for their sake
—even individually (e.g., making them
tea).

If a guest comes with a non-Jewish
spouse, the previously  discussed
leniencies apply. One must be careful
not to cook specifically for the non-
Jewish spouse. For example if you were
to preparing tea or coffee for them you
need to do so with a Kli Shlishi
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