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Covering Mezonos For
Kiddush

Rabbi M.M Prescott Rosh Yeshiva Machon Smicha

QUESTION: From what I've seen, people generally keep the challos
covered until after hamotzi, whereas at a kiddush Shabbos morning, the
mezonos is uncovered immediately after kiddush. What is the reason
behind this difference?

ANSWER: In the times of the Gemara, people ate at small individual
tables that were brought out at the beginning of a meal laden with food.
On Shabbos and Yom Tov, the procedure was done differently as
described in a Beraisa brough in the Gemara:"" First kiddush was
recited, and only then were the food-laden tables brought out. If,
however, the tables were brought out before kiddush, the Beraisa
instructs that the food be covered while kiddush is recited, and only
then uncovered.

Tosafos®? explain that nowadays, when it is customary for everyone to
eat together at a single large table, it is not practical to move the table.
Instead, the table should be set with challos before kiddush, but they
should be covered while is said, as set by the Beraisa for the case when
the table had already been brought in."”!

Following the Beraisa—and adapting it to our way of dining—the
Mechaber® writes that the challah, which has already been brought to
the table, is covered while kiddush is recited.

But still, what is the reason why kiddush must be said while the challah
is not present—or at least present, but hidden? The Rishonim offer three
explanations:

1. The Rashbam," citing Rav Achai Gaon,'® explains that the practice is
to introduce kavod Shabbos to the Shabbos meal. First kiddush initiates
an aura of kavod shabbos by formally sanctifying Shabbos, and
afterward the meal enters the sanctified atmosphere. The term used is
“tei’sei seudasah [’yikra d’Shabbsa”—*"let the meal enter the honor of
Shabbos.” Nowadays, by covering the challos, the same is achieved, as
uncovering them afterward creates the impression that they were not
present before kiddush and entered the honored presence.

2. The Rosh cites the Yerushalmi'® which explains that the practice is
done to address an inconsistency in the order brachos. Generally, when
one is about to eat two food items, both of the shiv’as haminim, the min
mentioned earlier in the passuk (closer to the word eretz) comes first.
Since chittah (wheat) is mentioned before gefen (grapes/wine), bread
would normally take priority. We therefore cover the challah — shelo
yireh hapas bushaso - that it is not “shamed” when we drink the

kiddush wine first."’
Continues on page 3

e

y=rani=pae

| "peSmpowmpraw | Tomom

=0 B9 BeI

35971 9032 73193 29 BNPDYPID DTIPD DS 590 BN WNS
|

NN 27 YRR IRY 723 RN .NDON AN DR 1IN DWITPN IRIRY 1YY NTNPN 2120 TIRN NIYRW)
SHRID IR 2123 THR DY MW PUR NWNN NN NI YR I 1D DY IV NMY TV RN
0P 'RXINA NDLA DIVY 1Y IMN DRN INIRYI WO ,"NDD Y® NINR"A NIRINN 1Y NIMNY 1PN

21D 21D 0P YR MNP YIRY NXINI NN RN NWRI 1D

VNN YRIV YIR 122 PTH NN 729 © 9 DTIP .NI7THA NYRWN NR 7791 ,NYRYD 11T 7721 DILI
YPD191 DPDN ,DPDIBM D"W NPADA 2NN 21w 1V 0P NP T ,PIRY INN DR IPINY
57N NNYRYYT NN ,RIN 11PT32 NMR.IDID PIYY DY IPINT

9227 NYRYY I D 0P IPT AN L,PIRT YING RXPD IRIY? YIR 12 Y9 1T NN 1270 wIw
WYTT IR NI RIR 2277 RIDD 27 1Y MR™(2,R)) DNDD ‘DN RINIA RN, D173 INNDI
IR 27 IR 1IN LMY INR RN I2THA NPITINN NPY 219N RITAY XY WM ,RNPT RYIPI

7MnN 727TN1,7DR WM

PR O PYIN PT M OMYDY PNl PNw N7 wI9n”:onw An IR N3 17T) 'DIND WP
RNW TPNYT RPY DNNT DTIND PIAPI NN YTV 7PIW RNPT RPN, TNR D1 RIR PRIV
7 RTIND VITP PYMPY 171 NIRIN NV’

9N 2» 1D 0P RNDR MY NN IRIY? PIR 12 YV PR PTH 300D gRY AN RN N
PRIYY DIPNN 7HNN1INT ,NDON 21792 NIRYN MNDOR 3NN 1IY7 (1 ,3) DY IPMIWNI MIWN PT PIY
,ODN XYY DIPN MIMN PIY PIMI - PRIYY DIPnY PRI PRY DIPNN IR PV PRY DijnY

" NPYNNN 291 DTR N2 YR .0VY 770w Dipn Mmm

NN ,NAYNN YN O PRY 12702 IR ,N7INN DIIP 30NN PR Dpn w1 77107 ,DINR
HRID YIR 212 1T NIRINI

INIIN I IMN LIRIY? W YW DINNY YINn R¥MY Y3 RYR NN MY 11NN 719 12701 ’N
AN BN DDA MMPN PRY DY RONDA RIPRT ,INIT RNINYNWA (R ) P7IN NIDNI RTNYI
M JPRWINY NV AYN RINWY 2191 1YIRY RIY 13NIW MNIN M .PTH 72V 293 YNd nYara
SMOIT RNV OYYNI RNDY PYIOR RIPTIMON PNPPT 72 NI RINT LINN 72 ONTDNN RIPR
1Y IR ,RTDN 27T MNPY MNYR INDYIR NP PR IR INDTY INPINIT 8RNIV X1 NPP7OR
DPNN PIMN PIY PIMI 77 9,107 MR PIRT ,RIR NTIN? 27T RINKRN 1Y IR 23N TAVN IRNDR

"INPNYIR DINNY YIN 77 IR .0RY 190D Dpnh Imm Dwn XYY

RMDY PN DY .HNIN DR 719RY 1301 DRY - RNYTANON YNj77T 72707 RINW NN 12 NN awDo
RND 2NN DYNIN DR IPIN MNNA NI DN ,NTIYDA D20 PIY 0P - D NDIN 0P 172
17 7AW T HY MM RTDN 272197 1MKR22N .0YIR),DMR VP 2NN 72 °07 770 .51 D1IRY RH»
9 PR, DNYIR DINNY YIN 200 12 °07 DN 13 0N 1PYY DIMIIPIVY DNIRIY DR MY

.Ow RIMN MY

N 7 DINNN PN2.0W RINY DIPN2 TN YIRY YIN2 R¥NIN IRID? YIR 12 79 11TV NN RXPD
X7 RN PIRY NXIN 2NN NMY PIN PR DINNY YINN IR0 1D D2 NDR NMY PIY IR
DNY9 ,0W INRWNY NPT DR J2R 3NN INRY TRIV? PIRY NTNT NPT N2 RN IR 1NTHN I

DT PTOLIDY DIINY DIPNN IR PRI, 1T IPYN IR NV DY N7 PIP PIRY NXIN 123 DVVIY

DMDR ,YIRY NXINY IRI® TRIW PIR 2127:10®Y 1N ,(3 PYD 1N 112°D) IV JN7WI PO T YN
DIPN MIMN PHY PIMI PR DINNY YIN )1 . NTNY INYT 1POR , 21922 0w 211 D112 NIRIN MYYY
".0w'Y7 9w



TR S35 O3 NIHNN BT - N0 TN

YRID IR 127 NDR PR PTN 2OYY 1D NN ©7IIN R
IR TYTN 210N IRY OR IR 11D D2 YIRY NN VDY
NRY INRY MY OR PNTN NYW1 PNNY R¥N 1379, ninynnn
290 P IRIAND RN ,NT 732 NINR 1T ©Y DINR AND
YRIR? IR 12 1T IPYNIY (T PYD R 1ND) RPN RNTINI
X7 - 2D DY O N7 2N W D DN PIRY YIN2 R¥NIN
PRNOY DY DT INNN RYR N7INNN IR 1191 000 71
19X DIWA PN Y3 PR PIAT 099 .0rD IMNa YIRY YNl
YIRT RIINND MRNI TN I Y DD D2 YIRY YINY DIvY
NYYNYY NI NY "MW NN .NIRYNN 1Y NIDRY IR
2D O NIV NIT NYOM YNY NRMIPAY DY DTN
DI7n 739 NLNY PRAY 77 0T DIPNRN TN NYYNRY XN
NIYY IVITP NMRY DYV I3 N 7 IRIN INT DIPM
YR’ YIR 012 03 )39 .17 H® 01w v OPa YIRY yIima
N3, MTNY DNYTY R DPN NRITPA 27N PIRY YInY DRI

7210 01 MIYN1 INIAMY

27,10 XY RN (NHYNY 1IRINY) DNDO 'DN 'NIAY DI
q7 MR NYID) RIVAN R*PIA WITPN INTN IV DXTDPN 1)
TV IR .INDI NN 7Y AT 9272 YIINY NI RN (RN

DT IV R°ANW (D1 1°D 3 77N) VYR NN N"wa

72N 1°D7 MIYN2 ,VIPN D NMIR) N ARD DT TAIM
DWTPN PIY 0TI RPIT IR OV RININY NN (NN 7D
DY MY RPTN IRIY? PIR 12 22N 101012 IR ,N»RIN 20 YY

DY, PIRY NININA RINWI NIWA DD

7D R {779) Y9120 YW 119D LRNRY T/RIAN 72T T RN
NR INTINYY NN L5970 290 PIRD NYIINI RPTI VIT (A
P9 ,DYPNN NYTI YIINY RPN RNTHINIY DRI
RNTNNA NI 1PN 12 RPNDM] DPN NWITHA D2NY »I11oa
R1IN RNTIN MRIZ IPIT RY NNIRY 77,07 MIYN RPIN
Y32 DN 0PN NWITPA D2PNW 1) [1XN 1D 7Y 1w
99m v"» NYoN Y79NN PPN HY VTPV 12 MNYNN MENN
RY2 RYPXI XY DR] PYON MINY DNDRT NMNN DRI
Yar [R7 12D YW1 WRIANI ,PYON Mxn DY RYW) N2
13 DMPIN PR PVININ DIPN 1T PR DR 2N IR I NI IR
VY PIY PANY PNNNN VNIT IINTRN NNN OVIPYI IRIND
DY NYITP NIRN 72P9 IWOR PR YIRY YInaw N7 Hw naw

. 1Y RAIT PN, TAR D2 1D

,NTNY NPT YRIDS PIRN RYOW DTN ©ORY VIn Nn 12 oN
YIRY YINA N NTH 20 0PN YR NRRIN D2 029 Y3 HY Jar
N PR R MHwa LY NVYITP PTY Y0P RY 1D DR
D2NTN MW NI 1D DWN R DIPnD 1IN MY DIam)
TV 13 DOWIRD 09T XY, mMmpnn 097 DINNY DNYPRM
17T AMNTR 0T Y 7Namw YN DN Tvpvn ey N
NVITHP NIRD 9379 IWOR ORY 9T PTR NNX YY1 1T

2INIRT72°ID R RIT DN 2IW PINT TNR D12 DY

TOPN PIX NNNN YY2 IINTR IWR DR WIRN NYNY D)
MINW 19 PTNNN YR IDIRMIY TRIR? VIR 12 Y TRN
9N H9IRNNIY MY PR NRYN 7172 IR ID V7L PYON
INR NI XN D V7Y MIYN KNP RNTIN YWY I
PR, DTN 19 N"IRN DA DY N>2N DW2A DNIIAR 1NN 22T

7 ANINRA 1N RPN RNTANMN ,D91PNN NYT 12

11°17 DXYA 03, TN IAINTR PA DNIDIN NPR T IYIIN IR
1N DAY - T/RIIN PYIY NI - OTTAR DIMD 270 YWD
VYN DIWN RIR NDRN PRY DPDIDN IRY 12T 1127 V7
9730 13277 AMD AN .DINNY YN NaRYNN NImm  Ninonn

D711 722 37 NIRYNN MDORY

JTNR TXN 772N NYNP YRR 112 RN TOPNI RY 12 975
TNY 2 79N ,9N{p NMR) YT 27wI0 1INTR P37 1080
127 YW RNPRNTAND DR 229 RNPY nMnw (10N
773 99 MY AN P7IN MTR P73 DNMN 1 270 YN
NPT 297 NWVY T RID VP NANIN T12TL:2"WIN INTR
)23 727 Y22 wM AR MTNY DNYT IWKRI PR DNNIAN
YIR 0113 3MINN 1T 9] 22 OY NNR IWRI NNRY YN
V"PA YNN NPIR PIYY IR ,NTOM PPN NNINA M IRID?
TR JANIN2 JIMR DY DIDN NPR I DIN] ,NDD W NINR
DY 1MX1Y NMNIR DN DNN) RIN 22 1) IWOR ORY 3T
98K MPODA MY 77NRA NP AWK M0 [ prmna
NI ,1IWO1 MTH NNMNA 7Y 'NY NTIN ,NT2 11 NvRY ORTI
R2N MXND AN DR INNM DR P MTNA PR YR NNy
MY RNT T 01 MR MIWIN NRTA NNVY 107D

".01°N 3 TN NXON won 19N

TOR DY RYR MY RY RINY 127N PTIN? IND INRY DR PP
MIIPNR PR MVN DRM YINY DYTY 730w mwn] 117
T2 PHRNNY » n7n [Ta92 TR DY RYR DI IRI® YIR
NV DY NVITPA NT2 NPIPY RI1W IWOR PYRYN 'Y INY
NN RIN IRIY? PIR 12T 2NN V> MR DY INRY NN Y
RN DM DPTIRNY DIPM I 1V OP1A 71N2 1> DNy
™ DNNY 779 D912 YN 212 PRY PYN 10 NIY DINN im
20" ORNIN TY PYY DI IR DR 13 DIVY PNNY Dijn »°
M NN ST ONRY RIY NI RIITN NRY OTOYWY NYN
PNID DPYN R RIVI DV OV ORNINI RINT JNNN 9D
2 OPIY PP PPIN Y37 12T YT 93N LY ORNINY
D121 IPRY INRN RYYN 2”3 N1 PRY D3N IR Va0 01T
9NN 29m Y7IN NIt IRI PRI, 0PN IR TY PYRY
2 0P Y TNR DY P71 DRI PR IRID? YIRIY DOYTY VIT
M T3P PYID Y21 2R 123 1T DINNY YIM MIVN ORIN YN
NTI NPIP MY IWOR PRYN T Y 12T MYYY 1Y PN
DYN OVIVD YRR RPN RPT Y"1 IRY 2 21w 110 DY NITPA
WO IV 13 YV .V RY TRND DI PYYND IR ORTM
oY NITPA LYNT DINY 1N WY AMTM NN PR
YRR YR K712 DNDA 171 .0VN IWITPN NPT AT Y 2D

75PN PITHIN DNY 1™ MR PPY ININK 12 DDN VIR

YIR 127 MR Y3 PRY D710 DPDIDN NLOWN RPN
1T DY IR OR IW 1V DPA Y102 NDPLA YIDYY TR
MY TORTI M Y TORTI N ,0vY 19N mipnn MmN
IR 53 mpnn MmN P YN RY Nown nTwa R TwIINY

.DIPNNIMN PYY IN %I DINNA R¥NI DR DPDION

MW 1V 0P 19D IRAMN NAWND) TR IRINY 170 Yar
2PY 1V DN APV PTAINY NINR ™A (VY DY N3N
N 7291 YIRY YIN2 NMDR 21» 1D DA DXL DXY NPT
D12 191N IR DIVN ,INYDVY IR 1W»2 MMY TNYw
RYR MDR Y30 M1 XN NOR MWD PR 199 1w 2w
YRNINI NN DDV DR P71 PNNY YW 2N ,pNTH NYwaw
VAN NIRY7INYY NN ,ANI RN INIID MR W 1D DY
XN "R 122 02 VP PRNNY NYTT N7ININ NYNYY Ny
PDIN 1Y V'PA TN VIN INDD DR YINY DILNI YIDIY
VP INR 9INY PN INDD DR PNNYT IWOR PNTN NYWIY
1209 OTPIT R TP IR V'R DDV NYNMNY 9"PR MW
»INR NNAN NDYVAWI PNNY PNTN NYW P77 P18 IRNDR
PIAT RBM ("Y qIR 1PD) VAT ININ RYNT W DY
Dwn INPY 27N PYN DINNY PINWI PIT NN 1°D R"N3
T NDDL 97X NNRIT 7R, 1NN 13V DM AR NYnnn Now

D7TNYWA RYW DA NN

D99 971N 2122 DY DYDY Y22 NMYaw NN :Nwn
DY DRI RIY PR VPR DX WD) NI® D"
13 D3 919N

»12711W7 N ,NANINA NP (T PPD OV) 270 Y IWN 7NN 19
2D 0P NIRYN MYYT DNDR YIRT YINT IRIY IRI® PIR
PN RN DR 72TNI 1PORT .RPIND 1POR TR 11 W
ompnY MMy DNYT 12081 N PIT IRIWW PYY DINnn
PR NIRYN WY DR DIPN YIm .N”DN »DA INIMY DYLN

"IMPNY MINT DNPTY 113 DR PPYN PRI PTIN

IR YR 21w» HY I1TNY (DW) NN MIWNI RIMR 19
790 DIPNRN MIMN 1M PIR PR D1 YR W1 VIR RNT
MR DRI D712V NYNN NI WYN PR I VIWD 12).0WY
D’7D19N 12N2”:("7D DY) N2 MIWN1A PO 191.7IRIN N
Y® PYPY YN RIW INT 7 RNT IR H® 212 RIPI 0T

7 APTRN AMR NN 3NINNY ¥R IRTY?

MmN OR YR PIR 12 7Y 10I0T7 NN, IRINND 93 RN
NN NN .PIRY YINY YR YIRN 1IW 21D DY IRNINI DIDY
DDV RYYWI NI 121210 DY 119 123V ,NIMN ORT NYDIN
93 YUY PRY DIVD , 1IN DY PTYY Y3 ,IRID PIRT RIIRND
,NIRWN NYNNN NPR IR 219 DINNY YIN RN °3 NDR
,IRANNN 9T ,NMRIT .V DY DR YIRT NXINA M NDVIVI
YRR MY DINNN PN OR ,NOVNN NTY R¥NI NO°R 12TN

N9 DR

DY 19D R1NI ,JRITIVIR TR 197 RN 1T NIRY ,DINN
VIR TRIY YIR 12 P (R PYD 3 719) N3N 1w 1D
M ,012 12 PIRY NN NMY NWRT 1V 0P ORNINA DIVY
RTRNN 1Y AN N2 DT IRIWOY DY N2 19NN AT
DIPN RN 23 MMPN IRYN INY NNYN NTYY *9Y Imnw
VIR 7913 - 92N nNxp Yan 0TR 12 OWY DI VI 19INIY
YIRDY TN 1D DRINY N7NYNN YYN 0Y P'Y R IR’
YWN DYDY NIV DRY DIOIR NNIL XN 1 R RN IR
[1].0®% 99n® DinN MIMINI 1NNY PIY N RY NYnn Y
DOYTY Y0M INRN WINT PR ,2IW D 01T RMPT DIWN ONX)
RNYD IRNIM™(TI NIYNA DY) WMWY NN MR PIY N RY®
YIR 123 NI O IW DD DPT RMPT DIWN D12 PR NI
NNW] VIR YIN N2 NMWR DY YIRY YIna nmwn IR
NYINI NIRYNA NDRT XY ORT [PTN I7°vn NIRYNA NIDR
oPT RMPT DWN ,0WY 770» DIPn MmN MY PINNT DIwn
NYTPY 113 77192 NIRYN MYYY 717 1IDR NN R W 1D
7IRID YIR 12 NINY

»2TW (N NIYN OW N3YN3 21w 1D DY 19D) 1T'NYN 1aNI IR
PIVY YaR ,NOWNN NTWIA NMY PIYY RYR IR RY 1T7WIN
NN PR IR YIRY N9YDA IWPNNY M3 ,NINR NIRIN

[2].w7»Y 00N NYRY MYYY PN, AN

MMpn IRYY NN 1T 11 PYNY K7 w0 YW TN Yar
Yx1 NMW) VY IRINI N aMT OPDID YRR DD RY
OR 3 PNNY PRY IN2 )T NYRWIA T (07 1D 3 79N nnann
N1 0TV MY YW [3]0NNY yin R¥Nin NoOwN NTwa nmY
PT T PYN NYN IR NMIY) 1IDW DWN 1730 PR DA ORI
IR NIIRD DR 1IN"I0WY 1IN, DNN (DD MY, 7IM R 12
2D 0P NNN,17NY PIRL YD RIR HRIY 211 19> DIPna N

"IN TP IR PR, DTN 2R PRY D702 N3 Y 1w

Y MWN (N2 NIYN OW) N3NNI W V'Y DDA RN 1N
VAN VID TY DY PDIN IR .IVYNY 13 NNNY DRIYR O
ow NrnY 237 ORY M .NjINRIY D27 DNTRI NwYnY
Mywa 137 19N - NNXM NN 1MW OPR R - DT
21w NI NPNY TN ,DPDYVIN NOWN NTY YTV NI,
©) ORY ,PDIN T DT OW R¥NI DWYNIY 103 IR’
YRIW> 1®> DIPN RIPI DT D3 ,NVI1AP7 YRIW> NPT DR DIjN2
ORN INRY DIPNA 2V’ 1Y PIN I AN DT . NDR)

YR DRIN DNV

,ANY NP7 MM NN MY DYRY DTN DMRY T 1M
21D 21D 0P ONY PR IRI YINIY ATA YT PR Y9I 1T
NNYY wINY ©w 12w Y3 3021 YD1 OTIN TN’ DR DN

YN INTANPYP I

9191 D1 927 PR (107 'NY , DY NYN INI) 1V DN "IN
NOWN NTYY 9N 3w n 139 .pIRY NXIn 1% 1w ov
RNIN TN IRIY PYY MIDIT Y PR IR DNNY yInnw
1 02 YOIV PIIN Y3V 12TN YTNMW 19IN W 1V DY
VOW IPRN RYY 0D DT YV DONIN 1INW RN RIW R 1Y



TR S35 O3 NIHNN BT - N0 TN

51919 AMnY oMYvNY DNPPYL NPYP 01 RYY TRN ITNY
(2RHR "TN) 12 VIDIY NV DY NITPAI'N

WM FINT NOIPYN DTV MY NY PATN NYN RN N
9T MYy XYY WD PNY DAYn pindwy YR
20 0112 YDIY YIN RPYI

NNINY 2R 20 012 YIDIY TRIY? IR 127 MOR 1IN vIwn.v
D17 AN NN PRTN NYY OR) .20 DY NTIT DIwn YIRY
.OPN MO 123w YIRY NRINA MNDW RIM

R¥NIN YR’ YIR 2R 2INI RIVIN RNTINA 270 YWD 2
90 P71 RY - 21 0P NYITP DY MY 27N IR DNl
INTN NPTI) OV MWD DD DY NITP 21910 RIR NINnn
D727 . 0P NITR PYY 1IN DINNY vin ar 1399 (pn
.DNINRN PNTIN NN XM PN IMTA INIAN

737 81 DPDIDN IRWI PDO 270 PIVN RNP RNTINA IR N
YT 2"WIN IINTR PP IRYNYT NN 9N 970 payn oo
NPYNNN DY RIR NIRYN NDOR PRY P10 1INTR 77
TR

DANIN ©? 03, WOMRIPYN IINTR P NPT YIIN PR
PTY B ,NWYNY 1T DY9YN PTV IR 1RIY DD
.D2PNN DPDIdN NYTI VI DIPN

VIR 127 1M ([3p] NP 99R 1D T TYN) 17ATIN POOW NN A17 T [1]
1INR DRINY [PPWIAN PY ®TY qR] N2INDN NIWY 1w 10 0PN Y17 YR
17172 MWNM ( PYD XN D) 270 Y IVN PDO 13 PIATN PPWIAN NPY NN
127 1NN (XD Y°D R PYN) MNINN ¥ N1 1IDW 27130 PO N1 (P 7D DW)
DDINN NPY 3PYW IR DRNNY ,0INNY YIN NRYY SR vIR

IRWIA MM P R7 N MY amn DR ,Dra 727N an panh ax 2]
.MIRIN

.N2W DINN3 NNR DP9YR Y» MW RINY OV AN DINNN N1 [3]

3. The Machzor Vitri"” provides another reason for covering the challah—to
commemorate the mann. Chazal'""! say that when the mann fell in the midbar,
it was covered above and below with dew to preserve freshness. Since the
lechem mishneh used on Shabbos commemorates the double portion of mann
that fell for Shabbos, we symbolically recreate that by placing the challos
between the tablecloth (or board) and the challah cover.

Not all the reasons apply in every case, and the poskim note several
distinctions. But since all three reasons are incorporated I’halachah," in all
situations the challos are covered. Here are some of the nafka minos:

Kiddush on Shabbos Day

The Mordechai! and, following him, the Elyah Rabbah"* explain that yikra
d’Shabbsa applies only to the Friday night seudah, the time when Shabbos
begins, and the kedusha is initiated. But for the daytime seudah, it doesn’t
apply. But the other two reasons still apply, so even during the day seudah,
the challah is covered during kiddush."!

Kiddush al HaPas

If one has no wine, kiddush may be recited over the challah (by holding the
challos during kiddush and substituting hamotzi for hagafen). In this case,
shelo yireh hapas bushaso does not apply, since there is no wine. Yikra
d’Shabbsa also does not apply, as only foods that are served after kiddush
need to be covered. Here, the challah serves as the kiddush itself. However,
zecher I’'mann still applies. Therefore, even in this case, the challah is covered
when kiddush is recited over it.""®

Uncovering Before or After Hamotzi
The reasons of yikra d’Shabbsa and shelo yireh bushaso require only that the
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challah be covered during kiddush and may be uncovered immediately
afterward."”" The Chayei Adam'" notes though that zecher I'mann requires
the challah to remain covered during hamotzi as well, as that is when it is
used to commemorate the mann.

The Mishnah Berurah,'™ citing the Pri Megadim, disagrees with the Chayei
Adam and maintains that even for zecher I’'mann, the challos need only be
covered during kiddush. The Shulchan Aruch HaRav®" likewise rules that the
challah may be uncovered immediately after kiddush. But the Aruch
HaShulchan®" notes that the accepted minhag is to keep the challah covered
until after hamotzi.

Kiddush on Cake

The reason of shelo yireh bushaso applies to cookies and cake just as it does
to bread, since they are also made from wheat and hold bracha priority over
wine. The reason of yikra d’Shabbsa also applies equally to mezonos as to
hamotzi, because all foods on the table should only appear after kiddush.
However, zecher I'mann, according to many shittos, applies only to hamotzi,
not to mezonos, since the latter do not require lechem mishneh—which
means they do not serve as a zecher I’'mann.??! In practice, most poskim rule
that cake and cookies on the table should indeed be covered during kiddush
because of the first two reasons which apply to them.??!

Back to your question: Based on the above, it emerges that mezonos items
need to be covered only during kiddush and may be uncovered immediately
afterward. The only reason the challah remains covered until after hamotzi is
because of zecher I’'man—not due to the other two reasons—and zecher I’'man
does not apply to mezonos.
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Children in Commerce

Incapacitation | Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

Deafness and Mutism

To allow for deaf people to obtain their needs, Chazal legislated that a deaf person
may buy or sell movable goods using any mode of communication, provided it is
clear that he understands the nature of the transaction. Similarly, a mute person

may buy or sell any asset if it is clear that he understands the transaction.""

A person who is completely deaf, even if he can speak, cannot buy or sell property.
This is true even if he is very astute in his business dealings."”’ If he can hear at all,
even with difficulty, then he can buy or sell any kind of asset normally.” One who
can only hear with an electronic device such as a cochlear implant and is otherwise
deaf, is considered a halachic cheiresh for matters of commerce (even if he can
speak), and consequently may not sell a property.'

Intoxication

The transactions of a drunk are valid as long as he is aware of his actions.”’ A
drunk is liable for any damage he causes, even unintentionally,” unless he got
drunk and caused the damage unintentionally while in the course of fulfilling a

mitzvah, such as on Purim."”’

Mental Incapacity
The transactions of an insane person are invalid. A person who has intermittent
bouts of insanity may buy or sell while sane; however, a careful assessment must be

made to ensure he is truly sane at the time of the transaction.'®

Chazal” define a person as halachically insane if he engages in the following
activities regularly: going out alone in the dark at night, sleeping in a cemetery, and
ruining or disposing of his possessions for no apparent reason. Even one of these
habits classifies a person as halachically insane, provided it is done in a fit of
insanity, with no rational reason. There is a major dispute among the Rishonim as

)

to whether this is an exhaustive list,"” or merely some examples of insanity.

According to the latter opinion,""

anyone who is consistently nonsensical in a
particular area is considered a shoteh, even if he can engage normally in other
areas. In addition, a person who is foolish to the extent that he cannot tell when his
own words contradict each other, the way a normal person would, or a person who
is abnormally agitated or crazed on a regular basis, is also included in the category
of shoteh. According to some Poskim,""? this dispute remains unresolved, with the
exception of a person who is clearly insane in all matters. Such a person is certainly
a shoteh even if he does not engage in the activities mentioned in the Gemara. Rav
Moshe Feinstein'"! presents a novel approach to this issue: he says that the halachic
classification of a shoteh is not relevant to commerce. Regarding commerce, as
long as it can be established that he is sane regarding this area, even if he is insane

regarding other matters, his transactions will be valid.

The above is specifically regarding insanity. Feeble-mindedness is not considered
insanity, and a feeble-minded person’s commercial transactions are considered
binding.""" Accordingly, one who suffers r”l from a condition such as Alzheimer’s
can only be definitively classified as a shoteh if one of the following criteria is met:
the person has lost his senses completely, is obviously crazed in all matters, or acts

in one of the specific ways listed in the Gemara.""”

C.M. 235:17-19 [9] Chagigah 3b-4a
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Are Parents Liable to Pay for Something a
Child Ate in a Grocery Store?

Rav Baruch Fried

Question: | was shopping in a grocery store with my child and noticed
that he had helped himself to something that he had taken off the shelf.
Do | have to pay for what he ate?

Answer: Rav Moshe Shternbuch (Teshuvos v’Hanhagos 4:317) discusses
such a case, and concludes that it would be difficult to halachically
obligate parents to pay for damages or thefts done by a child.

First, your child is not your property, so he would not fall into the category
of mamon hamazik.

The only claim on the parent would be that he was the one who brought
the child into the store. There is a gemara that if someone takes his friend’s
animal and places it on top of someone else’s crops, he is liable to pay if
the animal eats the crops because he is the one who put it there. There is
machlokes Rishonim about why he is chayav. One opinion is that it
becomes his mamon hamazik, which we already said wouldn’t apply to a
child. The other opinion is that he is an odom hamazik because he caused
direct damage through his actions. It is possible that this could be applied
to a child, however, it would only be applicable if the parent literally put
the child in a place where he could grab the food. Oftentimes, that is not
the case.

A more reasonable concept that could be applied is that of grama. This
case could be compared to someone who opened his friend’s door,
allowing a thief to walk into his house, in which case he is liable b’yedei
shomayim. Accordingly, if the father was careless and allowed the child to
grab the food, he may be chayav to pay b’yedei shomayim as a grama.

There are other reasons why one may want to pay for a child’s damages
but it would be hard to say that he is chayav m’ikkur hadin.

Does a Father Have to Pay for His Son’s Damages?

Question: A father calls up and says, “Your son started a fight with mine
for no reason and broke his glasses. You have to reimburse me for their
cost.” Does the other parent have to pay for his son’s damages?

Answer: The Mishnah in Bava Kama says that a katan is pegiasan rah,
meaning that confronting him is not a good idea because if you damage
him you’ll have to pay, but if he damages you he does not have to pay.
This clearly implies that you would have no recourse if you are damaged
by a child.

There are, however, several good reasons why you should pay if your
child does damage. But before getting into those reasons, | would mention
that it would be worthwhile to verify the story and make sure that your
child really is to blame. It is quite possible that he was acting in self-
defense or the like and is really not at fault.

If the child was to blame for the damages, one reason why a parent should
pay is that this seems to be the common minhag. Truth be told, it isn’t
clear that this is a valid reason, because this may be a minhag garua. Our
children are independent people; they don’t belong to us. To say that
there is a minhag that one independent person has to pay for the damages
done by another is a bit difficult. Still and all, that does appear to be the
common practice.

Another reason for a parent to pay for their child’s damages is that many
Poskim say that if a katan does damage, he should pay lifnim mishuras
hadin when he gets older. Unless this parent wants to remind his child at
his bar mitzvah that he should pay for damages he did as a child, it would
probably be easier for them to settle it now. They don’t necessarily have to
pay the entire value of the glasses, but they should pay something lifnim
mishuras hadin.

Finally, it is generally a good idea to keep the peace. This is especially
true when speaking about classmates with whom a child has to interact
every day. It’s often worthwhile to just keep the peace and pay for it.
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