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Hadlakas Neiros Shabbos
B’zman Hazah

Rabbi M.M Prescott Rosh Yeshiva Machon Smicha

Question: The way we make the bracha on hadlakas neiros
shabbos has always bothered me. The purpose of the mitzva, as
described by Chazal, is for the sake of Shalom Bayis - shelo
yikashlu b’eitzim v’avanim. However, this is certainly not a
concern today when our houses are fully illuminated by electric
lighting. So how can a bracha be made in this way?

Answer: A similar issue is addressed by early poskim, which may shed light
on your question. The Mechaber and the Rama disagree on whether
multiple women can make a bracha when lighting Shabbos candles in the
same room. The Mechaber rules that only the first one to light makes a
bracha as she introduces light into the room. Any additional women lighting
afterward cannot recite a bracha because the room is already illuminated by
the first woman’s candles. The fact that their neiros provide tosefes orah
does not warrant a bracha. However, the Rama disagrees and rules that all
women make a bracha because their neiros provide tosefes orah
contributing to simcha and shalom bayis.

Your questions about hadlakas neiros in an electrically-lit room is
particularly relevant according to the Mechaber who doesn’t approve for a
bracha on tosefes orah. According to the Rama, a bracha can be made since
the neiros do add some light.”

However, some poskim argue that the Rama’s mention of tosefes orah
means a noticeable increase in light, which is only relevant when adding
candles to candlelight. But in an electrically-lit space, the added candles
have almost no effect—thus your difficulty applies to both shittos.

To address this issue, some poskim®' explain that Shabbos candles extend

beyond their functional purpose of providing light as they also confer a
sense of kavod and dignity to the seudah, as candlelight remains a feature in
formal dinners even today. Originally, the kavod provided by the neiros was
simply that the meal would not be conducted in darkness. Today, the kavod
is the ambiance that the glowing neiros provide. (Imagine a seudah without
neiros; something significant would be missing.) According to this sevarah,
even the Mechaber would allow a bracha when lighting in previously
illuminated room—whether by electricity or candlelight—since the neiros
are lit specifically for Shabbos to enhance kavod Shabbos.

Continues on page 3

(N 9'W0) 201 10/ [1]

(I")'0) 2 77N YN NNIN N'IY NN (2]

NIIYN ,(RV7 NYA ,T7 §U0) N 719 AND7nND NIw NN (7 1N'0) N'IN 'Y N2T N'IY NN (3]
(W) IR NNIN N'IY1,(ND |0 | {770) NN

RINY D WP NI

e

y=rranl=pe

| T

Py mey

737 3032 ?”'lf:ﬁ 29 DNPDPID DTIPD DNID 277 13N WNRT

RIN OTPNRD NTNN IRINY NYLY 2 MNINRD DIW1IAY NN MTIR INDNP 22N TNRN "NIRWI
NN RNNY IOIRD ORI MIT AW DL oM U3 p7pYyTn DN NP AR RPN AT
YTNN NNINN 2707 )M ,97TN 727N 10 12mM1 ,73 Y DRI NNd DR0IAN DM .NYINN Yax

NNRIIRM

AN DPPN AT ,NR2 P D23 P RXNM DTN D'PYIMNY MNoNnn YY 0R1aT 1o ,nY NN
DNWI TP INNY TR PTIN RIR 1 PR DAY IR N7 NYY7(R ,RY) 1ITNID NIDNA RIPRT
7 NTIN 1913 RYNNN

922 PRI IR NYNNIY ,NYIN DT PPN MY DAV TNR DN 10 RXPYW NYIN NTIN"wI9)
(MORI) NTIN ORAW >N DRI MNTIN 1N RINNN PTIV DNWINY , NN TR NTIN RIR 30N
YW 29Y NPNYITA B RNYR 191D PRMIVN

59 1WIV 9 PDYvawn opnn RYR WHRN AT PR OIPR NTPNNY DNWKRIN AT YHWN D)
.D”"pPYyINn

AR, NNR PRI PNTINIIRN NNIN Y I7°0),YIDM YTHN NNIN Y NTDPN DMYY 1Y IR
N3N0 DR DOWIY PN 971N 299 MMipnN DMINA D7PY1N SN0 D70 RN NNINKRD NOTNA
TN 19X O7°)07 DNMY Yawn YR

AT NYINN Yaxw (2 ,an) MNN 'DNa RNNTY 97N 11271 MMPN NN IRINY PRI T
N YIN DN N RIY 9N Pax oW 0N 0 RY 0T O MMVDAH CNINY M N WwipiT
39 .mpn IRI PRI, NPRI NN TY ONY W) NTPNN RN D7PYIMNY  NIMIR NRT .D7PYImn

STPNIRN NYINN X2 1IN NTYNN RN D”PYINNY DIDIN 127N, VTN MNIN IXR

Y® 1121 1IN 217,00°72TIIDPIY DXNWN DPDID RYW 03 .3 Y2 DIDN XY ,IRINN Y9N YR
9NPn 17 DI9N DPMAPY ,DIPNPRIRI NYTNN NYIN DYDN DPR 12INT XPDID 'NT

DINRY .12 MYYIN WINY DPDIDN NI1AD IRAY - NPT DY I 273 INPY - 1R IR 72 I
NPMY RNDY 1T NMNRAW 19I) MYV MYV Y3 1299 1127 PNIVN PR ,12TN YY NTY NN D7
2MINY DIPN PR NNTI RNDIY NPRY .PYYI NPPD RPN 0197 YINY dnIvn 77,013 Nanm
Y'Y N3%N2 DDNYNN RN, IMYI ,ARMNN 29725 YINT PTH DR 1R NN¥NX , MMPNN 731
NN NI DI2TN P .NNDN MWI RIY DT ,NMTI PANRIIRD NNIN Y DN
DPPa POD NN D795 NI IR D .AINN DNINY AR IMD RN IWKRI PTRN NNINY

mxn

" DNYTa2 2913 YY IONOXR 0NY WYY, AN1X NNNN .NYINN MXN Y9990 NP N1 DT ,93 DM
mYNN 7913 M 198 NYINN ."NYaN %N 9200 NXX YV 1IN1” (NY 10 92711) ,2IN30 VIO N
MNWN NAIMN NPV MDY NT .ANRY 2192 MXNI ®Y (T Y’N 07anI0Y NN 19D) xRN

A9R DYLINN P7N2 NYIN YONY IV, MO PIIR T2 IPYOX YVIN VY NN VRN, PN

D°20YN NYINN YN PR ,DPN YN 10 NNR MXN NYINN MXM (127) OXRN MXNw 9 7Y qr)
1290 NR N20YN NPR NYINN” (R ,NY) MNIN NIDNA RNPRTN 1270 2N NR

DY M7 MapYa RINY R1INDN YaR ,NMI2 PR N2DN .NYINN MEn 0P YTN MMTH Jena
VYRR ,NT Y9221 NTINN W HOPavn IRNIN DIPN - NPNN DN DN ,NITIEN NRIND IR
MY MYPZ MPT 7912 71°0 NPD2IY DYV ,)aNIW 1 0IN37 0V bRY LR NN 7170 N7ana
NIWI NN MY TY 12 VWD VYNNI TRM ,9”TN NOPNA N7INN IPRY T 1DIR DIV

RR1abV]

193NN 1Y 7PAN NY Y31 RIY 021032 DTN IRYNY ,RIPNN WIONN NN DRYOI D127 1IN
,DMMNTY DY AN DMNTY DPTAL 012 YV NPXR 0N WMDY 12TN1) WITPR PYIRD aM)I 72



TR S35 O3 NIPNN BT - N0 TN

.D”PYINN NTYN DTN NYIN YIND NN VIARY IV YR
DDPO 17312 WTNN NYIN SvIN DAY PNNN V'HYND
NIV PN YAPA “NYINN P MYTN MPNL” RN
Oy 2 IWN M1 771 2NNn MN8N 91w nponn IR .27wn

M'7an Y N9 nNnY” Nnpn

NYNNY TR DRNN D"PYINNY PR NI T ADW O
P22 0N 02 03 RN D’PYIND /R .9”TN 71272 IRINNN
DMYL IPPY NRT 7321 9”2 WRInnd »anp 1w o3
INXND ININRD NDPNA .PNNRIIND NNIN D Y NTOPN
PR Y7IN 29YY MMpPnn DMN2 D7PYIN YW Nanp 11N
WY IINY MNTIND NIN INY PN 1D NYINN OV DOWIY
PIX DY PN RY DT N 0NY LT Y I .NYann

.0PI2T 1IRIAN NP .D7PYINN 1N YIN D0 1N RIW INd

aNY D270 - 027 TIN DRI 1PN GDRYT NI IR IT DY
D7D19 ONTA P2 DT 73 DY YaR - PTTRIN IINTRN NYNM
LN NYRYM .DWTNN NYINN 20NN 1WINIY 18N 10T

mY

N 73 72 Y3 MN’IIN DPNPRI PRY 171D 7, MYR)
Yp) Fowin woan Yw npT o131 MR 13T DR
0 HY RIANY NPRIN PRRNY PRY (2 12D R PYN Mwn
NMNN NNINY ,NMNN NNRIN2 YTHN NNIN PRY VIV *NON
nNIN 2N 390 993 MW O3 vy mhpY nn»pnn
DN, MT Y221 1NVDNN JRNIY RN DIYINY ,YTNn
PNDY PR P99 AP YR NRPD N INY DNI2T D90
TNTRN YW NYINNL 7PN PR RN 5N 593 naYnY oohy
N3N0 R¥ND RINY DPINWN PN D27 NNTIY GRY PTTRIN
RN 13 OIR 199 92 IR 12TV IRIANI DT INRY PINRN

[7]a%2 9270

72D MW IRNN NP 297N”:0W DRIIR BN TR WY NN
DY Y377 P19 NTYONN DR R¥N RINY DONNTRD SNTIN R
DNYYIM INY MmNy wYIM 1372 79D 1Y PRY DT
MPIDN R 1MTA HRI ONTI IR NMNN N IR MEN DN
990 PI2T PR 1YV DI7IN NI DN D1 NAYI MM ,NY
MW NTPNN RN RINY INR RINWN HY 0N WIAND RIR I
TNW NN YW YV YTN OWIR N7 NIMRN N NIDPN INR
NTYONN DR DI YT 0N 7N RN Y9Mm R NI TY
19D DINR IR DIW NIYI RY DR YTI RY NN P INRN

7.07"127 D3

1°D 2 PYN TBR NNIN NI DN X731 PDIN T RIAD I)
NNIN NPYNY ,»IVN NNON YV DY M1 DRY qR L0
,NPTN NN NPRY 22 PTHN MNIN IRV PNNNIIRD
NPRN MPITN MYIAP MTN ® YIvn Mnan IRwY
N2 90w ,PANRIINRD NNIN 13 RY 12T 12T Y2 mnomn
N727 NYTN NMYWN IR N YIM NPT NPRY VTN
ANR 191N DRNINY N 73 »I19Y7 IWOR TNN 23 NN *Yan
N 92T NINN PPDNYINIT AININN MPINYT PRY VIWD 1291 0Ny

NN

VTN MNNA NYPN 1R T NDWN PITY IR PTP"INRY N
D)7 UR PR DT DINN2 INY PNIRIINA 1PV DN
DORYNN DIRNIN TWKRI) 7272 MIYWNA RIR ,i7NTN YTNa
WYY NN NIWWNM IPNTI 1NN oY 1YWY D'DIN D7 NY
YV NP2 NAVWPNNM NP2 NPIADN NIYWND NIR DIRYNN

NYIPNNN MHYTNN NPDNN RN 290

DIVRNM .INOW T R NI7TIT PR ,NIYNN NIWNN 73 RY IR
mMoYnY IWoR 0NY7 NIWYWN Y3 TN W Y9I PRI DR
NY200 MR T3 DPN1IN NPT DIWNY TWOR .MINR MIYWN
WYY DTN NR 27909 DNYYY DRXNNN 73 NRITNYN
ITNYNY 0N DPMIN RPITY TWOR , W01 MPDNA NYINN NR

PONN P ,1M NPn 1T 923w 1Y 270NN 1D an ,nYann mph
.01 N2 72 Y2 0NY PRI ,27 ©17°2 MW 1IN NP 120

YW MW ,NYIN 2N unT 9120108 10 DR” ,1R0IR R0 IR AT )
1P 03 DN, RN DR, PMAPYY DINNN DWIR IR DOWI0N Y
YV NDN AMNM NN 7Y YR WY DRENNY 011 7N 0NN, N7
"9R71 H» DN

N3N T NIWN PRYIR RN AN RY DNYNY 1INRY »W YT [7]
9aR AvNY D3I DPRY ANIN 1N PTNYNN TNRY MMRY 77 ,NwTNN
1P9an3 NIWNN T® INNNN Z°NYI) 27 N2 KRNI NWNN I PR AT

N3 ,"TA” NYINNY WITHN I2TN 1T NYLY MYv YV
Y 72 0TI TY MY TNIW DMIN PRY AWM 1MINTRD
191 YRV Y937 1Mrnt nYTNY 771,972 1Ry »Mwar nva
990 MR PO NTY TRNNA NIN .MYIN VI PN 1NN
93100 N AN NPDO MR OW ANIW NN ARM) IR

(199 n>OoM

1R ,1MINP NTPNT R ITNI RIVR 2INW 1T NYY TY
PIXY H7TN NN PRY RN AT 91993 NI PR PN ATY
NTYNN YR TINXD NN N9Y772 772900 RIR ,wnN N»Inp
RI7 RIR 91720 10T - NTPN RIPIRY PTN 3TY YD NY
D03 9"TN19°DIN DINY RIW WD DT YY) .ANMN MmN ) 3T
NNRA RIR NN N2 IPRY 0NN ,"3T7 DT YWY IRINN

ATPN

NITON HY T and
UK O

19°NNM ,29D072 >TDNN PYN 1N ,1PTDN 129N PIAT MY
Y PPN Y912 ,0anR DTN TN MWYN NYIN P no wiaby
DTN 372 1DTRY MY IWOR ORY D17 DPDID 111D AT
Y® 127 192700 RY 72T YW 19D AT NPRI NNI XM
,AMPRIN NDDNNMIPPY MDD 2 290 PITRIN INTRA
RINW - 3TN DTN MPY? R RY AT AN RX3D 9INI0 IRINDY
7MY 1N D2WNY IR RIR YoTnTR-om vax nnxa
DTN IR 7NN ARIN NP AT PN 17 R ,DINR DIMNN

Bhyinaaaryw oamin non ®9R a1

NOR RN NTINNY Y7TN 1272 MMPN N1 IRINY ,1Mwn
JINT AT PR YT ATY .09 93 173 A 9vaw pn
YRR 727N RY 17INTRD VN I .0YvnY RN nn

Jnnn

NIw1a) 1NN 7N RY AT IR MY DRI IR DRI
919200 RN PIPNIRD NTPNN RN Y IRNY DDV (3"YIN
NNYY XY IR .D7PYIN 7YY, 0P DNP NNIIN DV RIFIY
290 ™HRN ,NMYN MYaw TV ,NYINN PT N RN I1ma

1704. The chemicals added to the mixture are iron, potash, ammonium
chloride, muriatic acid, sulfuric acid, and tartaric acid. The blue color
component comes from the iron.
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Murex trunculus. [1]
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[5]. The only ingredient supplied by the Cuttlefish is nitrogenous carbon,
which can easily be obtained from a wide array of organic sources. The
critics claimed that the Radziner techeiles was in fact a well-known

synthetic dye known to the world as ,Prussian Blue”, first synthesized in
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It is only in the case where neiros had already
been lit in the room |’chvod shabbos that the
Mechaber holds a bracha may not be recited,

since the mitzvah was fulfilled by the first neiros.
(4]

Rav Nissim Karelitz"' takes a similar approach
but applies it only to the Rama’s shittah. He says
that tosefes orah is true even when in a well-lit
room with electric lighting. But he notes that the
neiros should be placed on, or very close to, the
table where their ambiance is felt at the seudah;
otherwise their impact is minimal against the

electrical lighting.

Rav Moshe,' in a discussion on neiros shabbos
nowadays, explains that neiros serve a practical
purpose: a contingency in case of a blackout.
Although blackouts are rare—and not enough to
justify an established takanah—once the takanah
was instituted, it remains practiced even for
secondary benefits, like this one. A bracha can
therefore be made even in a brightly lit room as

the neiros still contribute to kavod Shabbos.

Given the rarity of blackouts, Rav Moshe himself

2PRINEG 27230 72D I OW 19°D) .)NI DN
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acknowledges the weaknesses in this approach.
In Dibros Moshe”! he revisits the topic and takes
a more fundamental approach citing a machlokes
Rishonim regarding the nature of the takanah of
hadlakas neiros. The Rambam classifies it under
oneg Shabbos and therefore maintains that if
previously lit candles already illuminate the
room, there is no chiyuv to light since oneg is
already provided. However, Rabbeinu Tam views
the takanah more mitzvah-like — meaning the
maasah hadlakah is the main element of the
mitzva regardless of whether there is a need for
the light. The minhag to do hadlakas neiros in an
electrically lit room aligns perfectly with shittas
Rabbenu Tam.

Nevertheless, to avoid concerns of bracha

I'vatalah, some poskim'® propose a solution:
incorporate the electric lighting into the mitzva of
hadlakas neiros, by turning them off then back on
with the intention of kavod shabbos. When the
bracha is said, one should have in mind the
electric lights as well. It is reported that Rav

Moshe implemented this practice in his home."!
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There is some discussion about the order,
whether to turn on the electric lights first or light
the neiros first. The question depends on which
hadlakah is more important." There is valid
reasoning for both sides; the electric lights serve
as the primary source of illumination, while the
candles are genuine fire flames. Rav Elyashiv

therefore rules that either order is permissible.[""

Ultimately, this practice is a chumra, since
halachically one may rely on the Rama who
allows a beracha on tosefes orah. When one
examines the source of the Rama’s ruling — the
Maharil" — it becomes evident that even in an
electrically illuminated room a neir is considered
tosefes orah. The Maharil proves the idea of
tosefes orah from the practice of lighting candles
in shul on Yom Tov even in broad daylight. The
additional light, negligible as it may be, is
apparently considered tzorech hayom allowing
the melacha to be performed on Yom Tov. If a
candle in broad daylight is considered tosefes
orah, then certainly the same applies in an

electrically lit room.

M (A MR T PI19) NI M - NN Maw 19D1 MY [4]
ROYR R7IIN DA ININY

(v M) 30 779 2w VIN [5]

(3112°D) N P70 N"MIR NN MR [6]



<K S35 O3 NIHNN TP - N0 T2

The Halachos of Yerushah

Wills and Testaments | Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

Although a parent is not directly obligated to ensure that his heirs receive
their rightful portion, if there is a possibility that the heirs will not follow
the halachos of inheritance then the parent must seek ways of forcing them
to do so in order to save them from gezel by taking an inheritance they are
not entitled to.""

Mitzvah L’kayeim Divrei Hameis

When a person is on his deathbed, he may verbally divide his assets and
his word is considered valid as if a kinyan had been made. This only
applies to one who bequeaths all of his assets, and only if he dies without

retracting his statements.

Otherwise, a gift given by a person in good health, or even a person who is
ill but not near death, can only be acquired with a valid kinyan. Still, if
such a person dies without retracting, his heirs are commanded to respect

his wishes [mitzvah I’kayeim divrei hameis]."!

According to many Rishonim, the requirement to respect the final wishes of
the deceased only applies to assets that were entrusted to a third party
expressly for this purpose.®! If this condition is not met, it is still a mitzvah
to fulfill the deceased’s request if possible,' but it is not obligatory to do
SO.[SJ

Secular Wills

There are several difficulties inherent in validating a secular will according
to halachah. Because secular wills are usually drafted while the person is in
good health, a kinyan would be required. Furthermore, because such a will
is written to take effect after the person’s death, even a valid kinyan does
not help because one cannot effect a transfer of his assets after his death.
Although one may technically give away his assets to his heirs during his
lifetime, such as through an irrevocable trust, the Acharonim strongly
advise against putting oneself in a financially-compromised position during
their lifetime."®’ Moreover, many of the assets that will exist at the time of
death are likely not yet in the testator’s possession at the time that the will
is written, which presents the difficulty of gifting a davar shelo ba I"olam.
Halachic wills are structured to circumvent these difficulties, as will be

explained below.

If the deceased only wrote a secular will, the consensus of the Poskim is
that the laws of dinaDina d’malchusa alone cannot validate a will that
contradicts the Torah’s rules of inheritance. Still, the Poskim have proposed

various ideas to validate such a will.

1. In a case where the beneficiary mentioned in the will has already taken
possession of the asset, we follow the opinion that the request of the
deceased is to be fulfilled, even though he did not entrust the asset to a
third party for this purpose. Furthermore, if the halachic heirs do not
contest the will, the beneficiary may certainly assume that they are pleased

to fulfill the request of the deceased."”

2. Some Acharonim propose that if the will causes the beneficiary to be the
legal possessor of the asset, this may possibly be the equivalent of having
entrusted the asset to a third party and he is therefore entitled to it under
the commandment to fulfill the requests of the deceased.” This especially
applies to a will which appoints an executor to administer the estate."’

3. If the legal nature of the will ensures that the beneficiary will receive the
assets in any case, for example, if the legal executor is not Jewish, Rav

"% puts forth a novel concept that such a will has the status

Moshe Feinstein'
of an actual kinyan directly to the beneficiary. This does not apply to assets
that are unknown to the secular authorities, such as most movable goods.
Because it is forbidden to hand over these assets to the courts, the
beneficiary cannot be considered a possessor by means of the will.
Consequently, it would be theft to use the will to transfer the assets away

from the heirs."""!

4. If the halachic heirs are the children of the deceased, some Poskim
suggest that the obligation of kibbud av va’eim would compel them to
follow the dictates of the will."?!

5. Because of all the above reasons, perhaps dinad’malchusaDina
d’malchusa would apply because it parallels the halachah at least
according to some opinions."

Halachic Wills

Halachic Wills

Practically, it is recommended to write a will that includes language which
suffices according to halachah and according to secular law, or to have two
separate wills written in a way that neither supersedes the other in their
required sphere.!"

The suggested way to write a halachic will is to follow the method known

as a shtar chatzi zachar,"”

'which is effective even in respect to assets that
are not yet in the possession of the person writing the will. First, the testator
should formally commit to owing a large debt to the desired beneficiaries,
such as the daughters. When committing to owing them a significant
amount of money, one must qualify that this debt is conditional. If his
instructions for giving these beneficiaries an equal portion of the estate
after his death are carried out, then the debt will be canceled. The halachic
heirs can then choose whether they prefer to receive the inheritance as well
as the liability of a large debt or to divide the estate as the deceased
requested and cancel the debt. Since the future value of the estate at the
time of death is usually unknown when writing a will, a large sum is
generally chosen for the debt that is assumed will be greater than the
ultimate sum of the portion of the desired beneficiaries in the estate.

There are variations to how one can implement this suggestion. For
instance, if one thinks that he may change his mind later in life regarding
the details of the division, one may write that he commits himself to this
debt, conditional on his heirs fulfilling his wishes as is found in his final

will detailing the proper division of his estate."®!
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