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Menorah Indoors or outdoors

Rabbi M.M Prescott Rosh Yeshiva Machon Smicha

Question: As a part of our shlichus, we arrange a public
menorah lighting every year in the center of our city. Yet at
home, I light my menorah indoors and not outside because
today is still considered a sha’as hasakanah. Should I be
lightingt publicly, and then light privately or should we go
back to ikar hadin of lighting outdoors?

Answer: The question of where to
place the menorah reflects on how
halacha evolves in response to
external circumstances adapting to
times places.

The Gemara' teaches: “The ner
Chanukah should be placed at the
entrance of one’s home, outside. If
one lives upstairs, it should be placed
at a window facing reshus harabim.
B’shaas hasakanah, in a time of danger, it is sufficient to light it on one’s
table.” Sha’as ha-sakanah refers to times when local authorities or non-
Jewish neighbors opposed public observance of Mitzvos.

It would stand to reason that during the calmer periods of our long galus the
menorah was lit outside. And indeed, this is still the practice of many Jews
in Eretz Yisrael. However, in chutz la’aretz, the practice is otherwise. Even
during peaceful times virtually everyone light indoors — some near a
window, some near the doorway, but always inside.

This is sourced in the minhagim of the Rishonim. In 13th-century Spain, the
Rashba described lighting indoors as the standard minhag. Even earlier, in
11th-century Germany, Rabbeinu Yoel recorded that Jews there lit indoors
as well. In Italy, too, the Shibolei HaLeket (of Rome) mentions the minhag.

Indoor lighting was undoubtedly the prevailing minhag throughout the
Ashkenazic world. The Rema® acknowledges this when he writes, “In our
times, when we all light indoors...” — essentially giving formal support to
the old minhag.

Yet the question remains: Why do we light indoors today? While it’s true
that antisemitism always lingers in the background, it’s highly unlikely that
outdoor lighting will cause any harm today. In places like the United States,
religious expression is accepted and even encouraged, and public menorah

ispl icall | .
displays are typically welcomed T ——

(2,82) Mw 'on [1]
(T9'V0) NVIN 1N'D (2]

2w °D WP N

e

y=rranl=pae

| xamom

menmm mEyy

13%m 3 ?"VN 29 BRPDPID DT3PD DA3D 277 1302 WNT

93 RYR ,NPTNN X 197 MINYN DNWI NYRY INT PRY D{PDIDN NYIIN MR DTHPN 1D°D
NYRY NPDON T .N9PNYT YWY 0P DPNNN NI Y21 INR MM PIRY INNIY My»Tn
172N, 779D TIIVR MXINI NINR PNINY IXT R/RINY R .NDON aN Y® ORI D12 RN DN

.0nY DIDN NHDAN NMNIN RIMT MIN PIY

,NPI9RTDIT 912 ,MYIDDIND OITN NTIN ONNIAY MPTNA PTN INAY 1Y IRWI DINR
M7 a0 DTN IWRI D2 TY 2IWN DOWTNI )OIV MXIRN 23T PON DYV IR ,NIPVIIN
21T MYy owIN 01PN 0PN, PPN 1MW DY - "N3727 70m YV 1m” wpaY DODRNN DYYN
1°DON 123 TR MNIBN 73 ,0IWN I NN YY IMPYI DORYN) 0N TWRI ,MNDY NDO P

vnn Yy YYann 1atnY

MNN NI 2 ,MIBY XYY BRI DM DNIY TIOD) TIIVXR MXIRY IMT IPRY IMY 100,790
MNYN NN IR IR .OW3 NI DPIPT DAY 77 ,MINKR MXIN IR IR HRY DN mMnvn
.03 MINRYY ONY RIW INT N0 DN DTN, oD

127 970 ,[1])(3 1°D 3 77N 0N NN NMW) YNAW 0PN 227 PRINOT IY NNWRIT INTI NIRWND
NYTNN PIAL RN HRIVN TN IRNA NNWRIT 2T7122 NN NRTNN NI 21an IRWIY PPNYD
YRI®> 9IW 10T 23 30N NYRYI 1Y TVI INYRYI NONIY MPTHN PON N2 PNRN MNW T

IRWHINITTN YRIYY IRY , 03 D2DINY 10T, W21 DNINDTN 0N DINIWY

NN NYYY NPTN DRY ANIW (NITNN 0T{7) W”RIN NI2D 2T 20 Y , 07N NINN TTX N2Nna
TR DY2IXW 113 NDON INRY 1IRY? 9772 N1TNA 17 .0MWI NYRYWIA D°WNN NDON INR DWIY
, DYDY .IRIY?Y IRY 30NN NIWY PR 2 TR 1IRY’ XYW DN NNNN DI20 YN INRY Yar .owaY
12DRY ,ANI TIVY.NIYY RIYY 1T NIN IRWI RIR 12T NRYNY NN RY NRYI ©"RINY ,RTN
7292 DTN DYT,RN MIVP DTN NP DT PIYT NI YIRI 1IWN 172012 PR ,W"RINY

[2]mM»1120 nYoan ymiwa 77 DRI

NXIN INY PITIIVY RIW 0N NN ,0NYY INNN MR’ - NDSY MDD 12 19X’ OR IV ,DINR
PITNY 0NY PR NYRYI 1NN DIPN INMIRIY RN DI2TH Y9705 NN TR IR R yIRY
NDON NNNN M’ DNWI 127DY’ OR RIR ,RIDNIT RNYLN MWD 732 DIV NI DWI IRV

”.179N YW IIRY? 7R

AT NYRYY MODN MWD RINNY NP 0T 12 DINTH NMINIRA DON? D1 HR» VYN Y901
N 922 NTYIINN 92,198 MMpna ToPNnY 19NN YR MPnpw 733 ,NnINRYT IR

1T NYRY YR ,ZONT 220 ,NNYDN IRIV 10N RITY 27 PRI NI DPNRNN N M3 ,Hwny
IR PRNTIITY 21aN DI9YN PIY NPVLIRIY DIPR DRIRIA NYNPN (0 10D RIYT 2PN N"w)
DWAY D2IXY DINTAY OW DI 9”10 0PN NNNN NYTI DY 0N NN TN 1W» 17D DY
TT IRY 27 PRIN 01 7YY DPIY NN D3 NYVIN RYR NN YMWI NIRYWY DIRWIY 771 RY

NN 2129 12 NN (3 12°D YIRW 12T NMIW) DR DIPRIA TV 137 PIND

NYRWN NIMPNI OYRR 03,797 I DYIVDIND PTINN W»N MOWONN DY ,N9PNN DMK
NYNN2 .ARYNY NN TR NPT WP, INTNINKRLIYR MXIRI NN 123 MY MPHp TN
DNY PRY 971722129 0N DNNN 1272, [3]nTY 777aR 19TR 11127 0NY NN, NTNY 0121 Y 1o

NP1 PN IIRY TN NP .DNHWIN MNP INNN M1 P2 NIRWY R’ Pt RY

NYNP2 XN 1P N MAYNY YIRDIA 72 DNIAR 227 PRI NTYRI RN Mwa 0R
7IDINRAY ,PT72Y PYILDIR MNTY PR INPTIV DN 20NN 7Y TN IV ,"DOINR MY’
2123 RV PITY DNY »° 99 ,0NYY DNWIN M’ 77 RY NN YD DNwIY DPT YIRD
arRw (1077 X2M) 01NN 930 DY NIV TN P DXINND YIRT ,AMT 12T NN .PIRY NN IRY
ANYTY 1270 13 .00 217 300 INR D3NN DN DTN DN PRY 113 NN DWIAY DIPT PRY
93 APTNI N9 TIRN DNY 1IN DNWIN” (P TINY DNIAR N?2179D) MYY NN ,1PIIVDIR IV



TR S35 O3 NIPNN BT - N0 TN

9 Y 12727 WM YV M’ IMRY NP9 TR wiwnY
YINI OM LRAT NI12Y DN DNWIY H99NNY "ANTRN
MY FIPTM ympna R 1372 0nw 07N D IR
1IN’ P72 ORI DIINYI) TRIYS PIRI 1 NVN NYIV)
WIALY PILND NIVY PRY TPY 7Y 1NN nYon ymwa
121290 R L0790 1119 2R JININ 29I WA DIY ,Y"TN

97191 N33 MW Y P71 RPN 179 1N, DTN INR

PRY RN MRIDNY NP IPY IR NYO1PA ANPYM
NY97 1D 0N OR R 7aR 092 9NN2 1977 10D DNwIn
1M w191 X1YNY WIRWNYT PRI, 09900 NMIvY RY W' T
YRIDY PIRY APV ORI IMPN IORY RT 1727 0m Hv

7.2"®9NI) DIVN NI7122 191X DIW1A NIYYT PRY

DNWIN MNAY 11apn ,(an 1D 3 PIN) DINR NIWND
PTN YN 2N DPYY »Y NI DX DY 1012 DRYW
PINY DINDN MYT W I ,NY0N YNIRI DNWI NRYY
[PN12 7MW poaan 7N owa Ram] R0N 1t IRYY
NDUN DIWN PR NYYNY I IR RY DIWN NI11aW RIR

[6]v1apn

YWIRY (1 17°D R PYN NIR 22X IN) 7279 NDD 2N 772N M2TN
YNV ,DNWI NYRY DY MYYY NN PIR NOWI TIRDT M)
INNNY MY'WOa 0NY NN 0 973N RIADI LYY NI DIW
D2 DNWIN DR PTY DIINY TNR 29aN0 YIRY XN IRWI
TIRYNY DT PYN NYRY ,NDWN7INIWN NYY AN .89 DR
NPTNA 23 RN WRIN YT L0 MR T YY) wRIN Nwna
AMIR MXYA RN YR VM YV 1M NDON INR 1NN NRTI
NI ANI "aM aYaPM RY D12 13T JaR NPT 19V 97PR
YRIWY MINIONA LWOMW I I Y™ RY 1Y NnaYT
137322 VN YRWI DYV T DR TAVTI NN ,PIND RIT
11IDN 12).N2TI NN RIR 995NN NTNY 2NN IR DIVN

.DINRN

MNIONN 722 YRIW? 20N WN IR TIRDT 11 DTN 19N
1M 1IMRN NDON INRY TOM JV 1M 1IIRN MND INRY
DWAN TN MIN W0 1PITA RY 191 ,70m 50 1M R’ P72
M R INYRN IV RN 1N (PP 19°D) YIRA NN
1M MND IR IMY ©® PO NTVN PIY YYaw Dnanaw
T2 PopONN W MY aNN (WM YV M NDO NN NI72
VM Y 1M NDON MINR IR NYV T DR PN ,WNPY MR
PPINN PRI W'RIN NYTY PRWIN TAYTA PIYY 0 NN IR

TAMR

MNTPNNA ,NNINKRY 20 XN v 9730 M1ap Ta9m
19N Y72 03 NI IXIY MAWOR B PNYNIV MRYNN
N2 DR .DIVN IRY VIPWYT NDNPRIIDDRM RIR P RIY
Y® Y172 1YY 119D DPR IR PP TNWIY R¥N1 D2 IWNNNY

(3 MR MY, PP 1’0 N'79N 90 DY VIPY PY) DT 01

mY*AP DY AWNNNY RN DPDIdN 1T 7V 1727 PN NN TY
1PN INTY YIN NI MIIX INY MXIRA NI NIRY INT
NN VIV NMIY) NIRN W7D 771272 NVTINND RIID 1IN IR
DIVRIN - RNDN PP NYRD INRY (R D RN
DYRIY TORI ,NTIN DINTAY MPTN ONRY NI ,DONINRM
DTN RIN RN RIR DTN MYP’IPT YIN T PR NDON INRY TDN

.DnYw

DPINR IPDOYY - DXAWRIN NINN IRWIY N YIW ,IRIM
N2 ,MIINN MPTNI R VN NIRW 1NT NMIVY PRY Y"I®N
YIR YR AT MWD MY ITD 1NIW MY TN DNNR DT
MPTNN IR .R1Y DTPN IR INRN DIM NPNY RIR IR’
qMNNY ,INIY MWD 77D 49NNn N2 ,mwnn 1pY oNTaw
NYRY MIPN 37°VW 111 .19 90N RN Ym0 vp o
DNWIN MY 1M 1P 00w M IIR1Y RN 10N
MR UR”NYY NN .DNWA NIRY YW nth 10 10 DhYw
"9y ANY NDO 1A NIRWY DIY MDRT '3V 1Y RLOWOT N NN
13 993 RLWO R OTTY 2 PYD TP DD YIRI INIAND
T2 MY 12 M) P02 ’RPIT AT YIT TIRND LW 2T DINR
Dwa NIMIX RNW NN Y990 10 RYPY RIR 13 Y227 R RY
D2NTN 129MIY DIPNIY 1TIAI RYN MIR 728 1 . 1NN

1IT NN DIRVY PR I DTN DINWINY Y"OPR 1D NHD TV
YPNW TY PPITN PR RN DM ,MIN VN 1NT DNWI MM
PR PPTRY INTAT 0N ,NYYP 1D aNa DNwINY 99 NIy
Y97 1D MNT aNN "2 0YIYN 73V T 1nTaT Y7 It

MRV D 1 P9N) PR Dman nMwa Tt Yy yn
NTY © ,RY IR TN DR MNXXNT RjPOD ®° DR NNy
» MY XYY IR 1M DRYIY I9IR Y32 RIYT 30NnT PR
1T >"9Y DR ,NWYPN IR AW P’ DR .TAY*TA R RN DR 79D
V"®1 N2YNYT PDOITI INN TIYV1TA 4R NIRWN PITY DN
DIMR Y72 GRT TI9D NDNY P71 (T TP D) PO
D) DY RIPRTI RY YDA TIN INR OR 12 OR 700 7NN
P DR RD? JTRY 191,700 YD 1M NYRWIA 12 PRY D (TP
TIVTI RY RY NRY PITNT PIN PR PT 9"V WY DPA

”.0W RIPRTI

97RT IRNVLRDN 73N NRMN NR DA RN T YA 7
YNV P DIWN NII22 LN IRY? RIY NPVLRIR 22
Y¥1 93T YY1 - NDON AN TYY NOPNY DWW DN - 1YON
PNV YRIWWI TIYITA XYY 7IRWY PTH DRY L,POD Yan
912 NY9N YMWA1 3 D19 322 PR ,VINRVY PTN PR DN 190N
Y 12 MMNY 1Y OTT INIW RIR IR NN wpaYy DTR
YRR’ RY INITNA P"®N YR ,T2Y>T2 INIIN NRYY >TI NYoN2

993

RN DWW (LN TINY I"DWN D) INNN M YNPA NIRN
M LNPLIIRY NYVY 12N IRNVRDN AN Y MY
X7 n%9n Y2 .N%ON YMWI T 77 MR WM VNN

7NN

727 YYNNY PNY NNINN IR R NWND DPD2 , DN 7om
AN NT Y275 AN L1002 TV PR YRM 1271 M2
RY 7aR ,R7DYW 127 1IN0 POO WI9Y TN oY NWN 29I
PMYY T MY NY PRY NNNN NT2 M2 12T »INNY YR
NRAN 270 YRR D12 WY 13T Y3 7120 12 YY ,nwd navn Yw
TN MDY’ NP2 POYY R7DIYY ILMY DNIAR 7'ON

”.0® MYN LIV RN IRIVN PN RIN,NIRI MPTNNN

NIYY PRY RIM ,INR 71T IDON DNINRD N D27 RN
171 RN MYYY PR DIITIR MPTNY qR1,0°0IN 1WIAVY NDIN
7YY AN .0 YR 1w 17 INR 7722 DY Y RYR 59N
PR DNWI NIRWY DINT PDINT DT PRY R"IVIN ANIY
DNTAR MPTN 93,1299 .DNIN NPNY DNt RIR 1Y
DN AN TY NOPNY DWW DN NIRWYT MPTNN IRWI WY
PR ,NY97 19D INNN MNP’ NI RIN DP9INN NYLY NN
PRY ,"N3727 0M YV N’ "IN WIv DINY RY 0 MDY T
, T AR RY 13729 DR DN ,ND12 YW DNRIY RYR NN
[5]n2372Y 198 DNW DINR MMPNA NI IRDY MY W
XYY D9 ,NDON IR NINY ,DNYY DNwIN M)
170N 3"WNI NN Y'ON K7 IR ,ININ 29I NYON YmwAI
[.vp D2

777 DAN (T 11D 2 PYN YRI 72T N"IRI) 212INR NN
ANINN DR MY XYY TAYA ORINIR OWIRY 12 DM 0T
PR PTYY DN Y327790w5 NN, NINR Yap) 120w Mnipna
PIRI® YIRY NNINIY "D DNIW NN N RY - V1P 3N
X7 ,02®N N3722 NDON TY *IWN NAPNY NMPNY 'D OYN
DNAYNNI MM DN T NN DMPNaIY NnY i
[210 M NN YR YIRY VIS DNWI TR PIXY MXIRNY
wNY NYona NIRYY DN DNWIT 127VX DR NDON INRN
1PN 720W PN IR .Y7RN NITN R JaR 19N ymwa
nIvYy nwp KWy R 0PN DNINN NPT YD AmRa
0N NN Y2 NRIN DIN DRDN DY PVIAPIW INRN 30NN
RT D3NN 97 D1 VIR YWD PO T NNW 9"VR 78T
NDON DTIP NN PPTY DR I"NR 7AR PP DNWINY 1012
N'R TV TR DA OR I1POR ,DNIWN NI IRYY PN
HY® NINRA 1IN 1PN ,0WIN TN NIITN PIVY) .DNWIY

" PRPN INT10RI7DO? R N

)2 VP (NN D R PIN NIANIN NIWN) PATOY 1”30 DI
DNWIN IR DR GRY ,NPI19R DT IRDVO»F 2AVINY NN
RWYN W RY n"n ,0NYW NN M YN nYYpY on
T ,N272 NWIY PRI NWPAN 03 12T7 W R, DNwa
277 DNWINY ,RPIOR DT NVOY{PN NIRWI MIRINWY
,0M YV PITNY NMIR LIRIRY YIRT 4NN 1YY YRwn
PRI IR’ PIND NI DM YV M DN 03 1NN ONYTN

DWNW (LY TINY R 7IN) ANYWN MTNNN DNIN NN IR [3]

9730 MNpNN qoRa
ANWY NN L,0I9 Y PYNY (RO 1D 79N) NNINN Y122 RN [4]
MWNNT (2 MR) DIIRD V7INNIN NNNW NN PYNY RINR 1R

D712TN NY1N 21 YW 02 Y19 MNMIAY DNV ,MIYN
P ONNAR WRN ,NPTNI DD D2AWPRY IR 0PN YR
09N DNY 79NN MIRD VY MMpna YrwY *91 Y oyv
NP7 MM ,wpPunY IR DO 1V’ NPTNA N Y7 DY

791720 27WNN DNY M) PIRN DV 2 OWIN

27 PRIN 127 IR PIRWIN 270 NI 271N MY IR MW
o7 Yy DIDM LYUNT MIPN MHDPOD NNYR NN
AN, 0w PN NRWY 2927 1P B AN TNy
2119 2N 0N PT 7OYT 3”3 NPT 12, MYV ’D 1T 23 "N
IR PRY MMPN1 g8 IPNPTN1 N DNwi NIRYN
RN NNN 21222 DWI IRV PITNYT DN )2 D) D NIWIT
102 1),V 1R PIVN MIATY YN 0w 2H12 77 'D PIwa
o7, D MAVIN MMPN Y31 YR MmN 732 MrTnn Y2

7YY PRI 17N NN

YN 170 DRI MPDN AN 2 ,MPn RN 1T
N1 YRWIY .NoPNN MR YWY Y® 127 Y781 LIRID
YAV DR 1Y 1NN DM ,PYIVDIR NTD IWIR T Y NIWRIY
X117 DNWIN P 1D ND TY MIIDN AN INRN” :]3 DXIR
XYW NYNN DNY RN DT RN OO YY) IINTRD NN qin
RYR .DNWIN M2 R NNNN M2 RY DNWI NIRY 1INR?
IRY Y DNWIN MY 0NY NMM NIIT NYRY 1 Prnw
YV DNWAIIRY? RY” WY N [4]D0W3 MNP, DNVN
731N IR 131 DNWIN M R DNNN MRl K7 Jom
HYY NINRN DWIN TN TMIN DN 1270 DNWI MNP

79X MXION Y31 1112 MNDN N

V730 YR NI PNIRDIN 2N 2199 1T NIWN IRINWI IR
RYR 12 7270 PR ,2ITD 01219 1RNW NW 1Y PADm DIRID
- D2 TY IWNN WPNT - PYIVDIR HY nnn M DX
MTRN 207 M N NRI2Y 10 1371 i DN DNWIN
01270 °9Y 7317 AN VIRYD W30 1Y 2WN ,aNINYT NwnNd
03 DNWIIIRY’ NNY DI MRI 79D 72 'RTA” ,PIADN RINW
PRIN 270 T DN VR 19 VM YV 1M DIWN N2

") RIMRTT

93 YIR YIR 73 RYR MW ONT MPTN 73 PR ,NNRN 29Y
MY NIV L, NPVIIRY PTID ,NPINR ONIT MPTN IYIY
IR®Y RIY 0PN NNND NIRMNI DMT DPYY D™ PN
AR NRD nya nsn ymwa Nt mwn mn 93 99)
¥IN IRY 2120 1IRYY MR Y3 NILY PRwIY VDRI

R ahvl

N33 RV 93 NR (P PD PP 1°D1) DPNN 9N DD N
R YRY 0 MPINIM Manpn mrTnn 9w mmw
MMPNA NAT NORN 2D 7® DXNWIN M’ - M1 D NWIN
DTNYT AN IR IR K7 DNW TN OWaN DNAW
MI N"NT YNYN D PYRIY PR INNN M I0NY I8N
mma YR PN N oY 9unnny DN mmpna
RIR DIVN NI722 PIRIY PR 13 NNNN NN YINM DRI
DNYW VPPN AT 371 Ynwm anT DTIIT ,NY9N Ymwa
.DNWIY PIIN PR DNW 9”YRY, 07N 217 103 DNWI PIRIY
2ANIW 17V PT NYON MIYNN 2791 9T 07NN 2IATN YRWN 1N
NOPN INR ‘D DP1A PINRIY 11 DINNA RNDA I AR
217102 PYRIY N7ORY T DNWIY X"R DX 9”IY IWN
DN XRY 9"YR ITIN MY Y22 vIWD NN 12 1D DN
N 0P MIN VN PINIR INND N2 RIYR DNWIN NN
,NDON TY VN MOPN YW 'D DPn DM PYRIWY NINY

.00 17 1M YON TN MY DPDIO 7R DVM

M"Y RIW D) TY MIWNN OWIN DNY 7°TY Dpn »° OR N
13 MPIWNN 91 9”1 07NN 2TN YRwn 771 DY 0PN T
77 .¥°72 102 IR RIR DNN D2 DWNI NRYY DN PRT

”..N79N YMW1A DYRIY DNY PINIW INT2

RYR ,NPMITN MRIRY NMVI1AP NANIN 1Y NIDN 9730 295w RIR
Y>I30Y DY .RY DR DNY 2T DWAN DR ,NNRYY NTI YIR 9
,INRYY DPm PN Y37 »avy moena oMYNn YR D112
9221.0179N2 N IRY RYY DNYO DNYIIN WY’ DRY VIO

DW RDPAN RIYR (T 17°D) N7IR DNIAR ORI RN 11N [1]
WWN NNpP

VIR DMMNNAY IINTA PTH NN’ T RI1ID 299 ,12m3 [2]
273 DTN 9YR RN Y® MNTA MPnp 12



TR S35 O3 NIPNN BT - N0 TN

DN QR VN NYRY 0T TMIVY PRY 110 DPDIdN R
NN M2 D3 OWIY X v

MY 102w ,MYNN 177 DNTaw MPTN1a P70 NN NNy v 2
nn LonY P Nt 9Nna,0n7 9nn Nhw Ypa o0 nwn
.DNWI NIRY IV WY

VTN W»7 2DWNY W’NINN NM1W1A RN N1 NTY NWRIN 2
97 19N YMWIA N'IT ,NDON INRY VN HYRY> RIW Y1112
NN M RINW 113198 RY NDSY MND P2 D3 IR NN
.onY

1MY IRMN NP DR DRI NP ,NIMRND 19PN T
IVIN 03 .(7RY 12T NI ,RIPT 2PN 1MW) W'NIIN NYTI
N1 27 0N NN ,MWYY NN NTIIIRY TIPT P YILDIR
DMINN NYTI MYYY NTNY 77aR 19TR

MYIVDIR 1NN XN 1P PIRYPN 7Y DNIIAR 170 .0
11230 1YY ,NIVN TN’ 73 DV PTIVDIRA D HWINY IRN
IR NDON INRYY,DIVN IRY ANINI MNDN INRY 1IRDY
MYPOD NPNYR PNY’ 170 1T Y 1IDN 1Y .1YON YMWAI
JDIRYD WM

MYNN IPY DNTIR MPTN 03w Y713 DO 0NN 921 03 )
T2 93 X PR DR GRY ,NDON TY YIRY NNIN IRWI YRS
XY, DWIN 1NIY MMPNA IR 2T IPR ND D , 01
MDY MND P IIRY?

P VAP 12T YIINY WP PYA PN’ nman nMwa 1
KXY DR P Y72 DNWIN DR L YIR Y3 »Iva YN MThY
YN IRDY PTYT IRNDRDN 73N OWA VY’ 13 219m)
R N> RY Y] IRWY RIW PTN DR DID PR DT NYON
[.n%on ymwa

MY - NPNITH MPTN Y913 - YIRY 1IN Y0» IR »° N
PR NDOY MND P2 TN DWINY MMPA1 7990 1N RYY '3
N"w) 17977 R ,N3727 0m YD RYR DWYWPIN PRY ,vINY
IR DIPND (AN N2 N7, MM MAWM VI 1aT
MIWN) NY9N YNIYA RPN NIRYY DN ,NDON INRY DW)
(DW MMM

DNWAN YXI7 N0 MRINN VYW 11INTIY DDDIN ®1 .V
DNWIN MWD M IRY 1Y NDNRYT NN M2 0N
QDY MIPY) NN MNX2 4R 1997 19°D 273 DR

NYIP DI NYRYY 11D 9730 Yy phim 10 vawn o
13 ,MYNNIPY D1NTIR MPTN .RINY P12 NN MY
NDON INR RN DNWI NIRWY 1NI2IN NTH ,MANDN MIvnw
ANI2D M7 MDY 190 VIV PRI RY ,NVYNY .IND TY
aw»n NYN VI ,0”2NIN 1272 NIPND VPN DWI9NN R
,NPTNN IR 29 NINYN INTHY NP1 INIW NNT 11T *8Y
NPTRN T2 202w N YaR MDD MWD MNYY DN 170
MY MNYNY MPTN IRWIIN,NINYN 1PN PRY

D'NWA NYRY 19N NN 170 Yawn N1ap oY NpnY v .
.ND9 YW NINNI IR 'R OPA DR ,NDOA

VIAVN NI2DI YT INTR 772 TR AR 1V MTYNNNA P
R PTILDIR 2227 NN ,NVYN PIVT TR ITINY 71T 1IN
N7IMNOTY IR RYY OW VI 300N 12

YNV YR ,NDON INR DWI MPINN MMIPN MNIRD 92
,N"DIM W'RIN DT 9P TNY 120w DN 1D Y] .1Yon
[.o*waon e

TNY 723V PYNY (RYZ 10D 1N NMW) PNY NNna IR [8]
12 9 PN R T RIAD YV 01N NNn

NINR PYNINI ONIN WP AWTN N7YNNa N PN
"R

WRNPVKON YN

NYRY INT 907 PTY 1N NN NPNINY 1127 NYT N
D»PY - NYITAN NNNNN DR NIVNA INPY 2w RYR ,DNWIN
DNWRIN DYON RY TR POXY PRym MmYnpn P2 mhwn
YIWI 219Y .DIWN NPNWY 29N ANNTI NIYNNY AT RN
PYNNY WRIN NXIWI ,TIDDIY RNAVND PP MY MKRN
orp wnY PYY DPNNY P ,NDoN INRY DNWI NYRY

[oTn 1 pa Ramd] mywn

ANHR PR NI L,NT JIT 12D 1INT PDIdvN NN TV [6]
1P8Y MR DMWY (N 1D 1 PIN) NINN Yxan (N 10D T Pn)

(9 MR TPI92P9N)
MR XY NINWN DNWI NYRY 1NTY INIAN MIWNN w1710aw [7]
MwNY ww R°TNY aN3 079N MaYNa NpTNN 72198 .0pnn

NI DNWIY DRNX DN 2R 1 NDON INR DNWIN M ,IN3Y
D10 DIWY ONRYN R’ 1D 593 DYN JITN IRY RY1 1D NNIR
D7D19N 1M2TY N Y3 20 [ 7RYY IR NDRY INRY DDNON
MW 0919R ROPR NPTAN P7ARY DIMDN MY THN 7’0 N2

709 NN RN GNNM NIW PP RN PPN N1

NMIWNN WIPO1 D7aNIN PWIN PRI YN vavn Ram
DNWIN INTY MRIR ®> 3” ANIY (3 MIYN R 7719 NIvn)
NI RN DNWIAN NNY 73 10T Mgy [, ama 7,nnw nhw
DNWIN MY NYRWN INT NR 0NY DRNNY ©'W DY YRwm

.onYw

W91 0”7aNIN 12T 12 IVITN NIPNDN NR 2R»N DT 29 Y
1D 1YY NIINNY (10 279) NYON “INa 1IATY Nrawnn
DNY MMpn 13 07anin pwha prmanwy an [7]ompn
,ANNN M’ DY8R DIW AT ,ANNN NN DRIy DN
NNRA DY8R OR 2R 12 09N IRY 1TDN IRY 12w RIR
3903 IRWY PIN ORTI NTA 13 DD Y2 DNwIN M

7.07WN NJ722

,N79N YMWA1 71 IRwY 179N 'YNa 07anIn Poow Nn IMYI
STPNRRD NNND M2 03 DI MIIXD MTHI MNjpna g1 nt
NMIND TTA DIPN AT PR MDD IPI 01T IR 1) PYI
mnA 0wl DX ,09Y0 TD 193 NN N RYR D3
Y NPNPNT XN 77 PREMOPINA 1PIAT D1PDM .DNWIN
DT NPTN MR 7T YY 1'°0N12T 13 NPona pwY nm
,ANNN M2 PITNY XYW DNWIN M2 PITNY 1) Y7onm

79921 993 YavN "W T PR

0NN WILY Yavnn Y Hw wwn Y3 PR ATy
R0 NAITR ,NPDINTH MPTNA NDON INRY TLN DINIVWI
[8]Dmwan mnea MIRWY - NN WALVY Yavn

n"M”:0»DM ,NYYNY 13 YINNY NXI RY IMINMY PNN 7R
,MDON »INR D27V DNWIN MN*A PITNY NIRYY PINT 2"wN
DMATHY R ,0DMON IR DY IDW TY NRYNY RIPND RY
272 YYD, 79999 mipn mnw N1 ,DvIv9 1Y DR
210790 DY PRNIA ‘M ,TRN AP T Yar )0 1mMad

71270 7272 YW1 YR NN wIvn

19°NN’ NDO YW DY NDPRA NN VIVN ND'W 197 YT 1,208
NYoN DINIR DIYN IRV D2 NWKRII DR , DN NYRWI
DwW3 NYON D20YNY DWI NINKRD DY TY 1NN’ RDY IR 90
HY® NYWRI YV NYON MR ORN ,19°NY 121 NIRY PNV TY

JNIXY INWIA IR MND

PP NTNPN NININ DNY N RY MI7IVDIRYG W7IR WINWI
IRYI NI IRYY NPTHN 2AWINI 1N RIR NI NIRY
YIRDIN 12V DNIAR 270 YW IPDD 9 YV PIRT NN MNIR
AR ID MTYNNNA IR .DIRYD RN IMPN INYR PHY 22N
MM R®N AT =T ROND TV YT IINTR P73 TNY 1"NWN MY
290 LIVN N7AD2 MY NI INYT NP ,NIRMN N2 RY

.DNYW DNWIN MR’ DNWA IR NPHITH MPTHY

DRN 12°27°9 NR IRV 7720 NYNP 112w 02271170Y 2 NN
TINTR P73 MY DIV .MTYNNNA 1PIAT MRY NMIvY DYYY
R DIWOI NNY TY DININN N RY"INWY NN ,MYNa YT

RIMY VI DAY NI N1 JaR 1IN PR VMY
5979p , 1317 » POW D7’ TN DNW DN D3 TR ,RNIVT

RIW YRIW YIR 12 T2 DPDION IPIMIW I1INT V"R T RI2D [5]
PN YV MMI RNNW TR 7PN R 1NM RwNN Y11 ,vIRY yinY
RN RIN IV DIPND TP NINR NIINW 120TN RN ,INR

This question is not a new one, as the Sefer
Halttur® (12th century, France) seems to address
it. After citing the Gemara’s instruction that
“b’shaas hasakanah one lights indoors,” he adds:
“And once the minhag began, it remained.” In
other words, even when the reason no longer
applied, the practice continued.

But why would a custom remain if the original

reason had fallen away?

Several explanations have been offered.
One of the Sefer
(attributed to one of the French Baalei Tosafos,

the Rishonim, HaNeyar
the exact author is unknown,), writes that as long
as Jews live among non-Jews, it is considered a
sha’as hasakanah. The Levush™ gives a similar
reasoning: since Jews are under gentile authority,

Elyashiv®
suffice  to

even without active danger, it retains the sha’as
hasakanah status. Clarifying this sevarah, Rav

I explains that these factors may not

justify an initial change in the

takkanah, but once it was modified during times
of real danger, the change remains so long as

even a remote risk exists.

Continues on page 4
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The Laws of Rentals

Repairs and Maintenance

As a rule, the specified terms of the contract, as well as the local
common customs, determine whether and when landlords and tenants
are responsible for repairs and maintenance.[1] These must be done in
a reasonable and timely fashion. Otherwise, the tenant may withhold
future rent and use it toward the repairs.[2] If he did not and instead
chose to live with the situation, the tenant is generally not entitled to a
discount on the previous rent.[3]

In the absence of an established custom, the halachos are as follows:
At the beginning of a lease, the landlord must provide all skilled work
required to make the area suitable for its intended purpose, even if the
renter saw the property beforehand and didn’t stipulate that it will be
provided. Subsequently, if the lease was for a specific property, and
things broke or became unusable during the lease, the landlord is
exempt from repairing it. However, if the lease was for a property in
general and not limited to a specific property, the landlord must
provide all repairs that are inherent to the regular usage of the rental
and require skill. Unskilled maintenance and repairs are the

responsibility of the renter.[4]

At the end of the lease, the tenant can take along all the improvements
he added.[5] An exception to these rules is the mezuzos. The mezuza
is always the responsibility of the tenant, however, he cannot take it
with him when he leaves unless the following occupant is a non-Jew.
Otherwise, the mezuzos must be left behind, and the landlord must
reimburse the tenant for them.[6] Note that outside of Eretz Yisrael, a

rental for less than thirty days does not require a mezuza.[7]

Demolition or Collapse

A landlord may not demolish the rental or any part of it without the
consent of the tenant; if he does so anyway, he is obligated to provide
an alternative.[8] If the property became uninhabitable on its own, e.g.
it collapsed or burnt down, and the lease was for this specific property,
the landlord does not have to rebuild it, but he must return the
remaining rent money. According to some opinions, if the house is still
standing but is in danger of collapse, the landlord must repair it up to
the value of the rent money he received. If the lease was not specific to
this property, e.g. a hotel room, the landlord must provide an
alternative property. The alternative can be smaller than the first,
unless the agreement was to provide “a home such as this”, in which

case it must have all the original specifications.[9]

[1] Tur CM 314

[2] Nesivos 312:11

[3] Shut Maharam Padawe 39 See sefer Sechirus Batim B’Halacha siman 3
[4] CM 314:1-2

[5] Nimukai Yosef BM 59a If he made improvements to the property that will
be left behind, see the section of Nehene and Yored.

[6] YD 291:2

[71YD 286:22

[8] CM 312:17, Nesivos 312:5

[9] CM ibid.
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Perhaps we can offer another explanation focusing on the concern that
circumstances could again return to sakanah. Tosafos® mentions this regarding the
placement of tekias shofar — originally done during Shacharis but moved to Musaf
in times of persecution. Even after the threat passed, the change remained, as danger

might reoccur one day.

A more conceptual approach, quoted in the name of the Brisker Rav”, suggests that
when the Gemara allowed indoor lighting during danger, the takkanah itself was
fundamentally altered. That is, once a sha’as hasakanah occurred, Chazal
established a new mode of fulfilling the mitzvah — lighting indoors providing in-
house pirsumei nisa. Thus, even when the danger subsided, the nature of the
takkanah had already changed, allowing the mitzvah to be fulfilled through the

shaas hasakanah method indefinitely.

Rav Meir Soloveitchik® explains that this may be what the Sefer Halttur meant by
“once the minhag began, it remained”: when Chazal introduced an alternative

mode, it became a permanent method to fulfill the mitzva.

These sevaros explain our minhag of lighting the menorah inside mirroring the times
of shaas hasakanah, even though there is no sakanah today.

But one issue remains since many Jews have the minhag to light near a window that
is visible from outside - as mentioned by the Mishna Brurah.”’ Why is that? The
shaas hasakanah method described in the Gemara was meant to be totally private.

In justifying the old minhag of lighting indoors, the Aruch HaShulchan” offers a
practical reason unrelated to shaas hasakanah: the wintry climate. When Jews
migrated to Europe, they faced cold, wet, and windy December nights, making
outdoor lighting impractical. Also, in such weather, few pedestrians are outside,

eliminating much of the mitzvah’s pirsumei nisa.™"

Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky!"”' explains that shaas hasakanah in this context doesn't
necessarily refer to life-threatening danger; rather, it means that the menorah is at
risk. Vandals might extinguish the neiros, steal, or damage the menorah. This idea is
based on the peirush of several Rishonim, such as Rabbeinu Yerucham,[13] Kolbo,
[14] and others who mention this concern.

Now, this kind of “sakanah” is entirely relevant today, where every year we hear
stories of vandalism involving public menorahs. The menorah is therefore placed
indoors to avoid these problems. This explains why some still place the Menorah at
the window, since it mitigates the risk of vandalism while allowing the light to shine

outside.

To summarize, public menorah lightings are not bound by the technical halachos
regarding the placement of the menorah because they are not a fulfillment of the
chovas yachid. Their sole purpose is pirsumei nisa similar to the minhag of lighting
the menorah in shul. And since today there is no real concern of sakanah, we
perform the minhag openly to maximize the pirsum. In contrast, the menorah lit at
home fulfills the chiyuv of hadlakah and is subject to the detailed guidelines set forth
by chazal and the rishonim, so the tradition of indoor lighting is upheld as outlined

by them.
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