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Rabbi Yosef Jacobovits

Can a Boss Ask His Secretary to Make Him a Cup of Coffee

Question: Can a boss ask his secretary to make him a cup of coffee?

Answer: There is a halacha that forbids a woman to pour a drink for an unrelated man.
While most Poskim say that this refers to all drinks, the Rashbah is lenient and says that
this only applies to wine and not other drinks. Furthermore, the Rema says that this
prohibition only applies in a private setting and not in a public place. For example, if a
boy is proposing to a girl and pours her a cup of champagne, if they are in a private
setting this might be problematic. However, if a secretary brings her boss a cup of
coffee in a public office, there would be no problem.

Additionally, the Rema writes that pouring a drink is only forbidden if it is done in a
personal way that could be considered derech chiba. If she is just serving him in a
professional and non-personal way, as a secretary would typically do for her boss, it
would not be a problem.

Is a Man Permitted to Go on a Bus If He May Inadvertently
Bump Into a Woman?

Question 1: Is a man permitted to ride on a crowded bus or train if he knows that he
may inadvertently bump into a woman?

Answer 1: This question was asked to Rav Moshe Feinstein by a young man who was
leaving Kollel to enter the workplace and was nervous about riding the bus for this very
reason. Rav Moshe told him that touching a woman is only forbidden if it is done
“derech chiba”, in a lewd or affectionate way, and not if it is done incidentally. Since
bumping into someone by accident is not derech chiba, Rav Moshe told the man that
he need not be concerned about it.

Question 2: Would that mean that it is permitted for a man to shake hands with a
woman?

Answer 2: No. Rav Moshe felt strongly that it is prohibited for a man to shake hands
with a woman because shaking hands is by definition considered derech chiba.

Although he forbids it, in one teshuva he notes that some people do shake hands with
members of the opposite gender, and he says they must be doing so under the
assumption that shaking hands is not derech chiba, but he himself feels otherwise.

DR IR INNOY IR ITIY MDA VIR ,19aR1 N2PY wINY 2 TRY X129 1001 12 DR RYR DMIVN
121 ,)NNOWIITAY AR N1PNTNY RHITIZNWY NN, MDR PR ,NINTNA RYY 1PIRN 1M2Y R2 D"MIVN
719°292 N2 RN 1PWPN R INY 19IRNY 10N, 1PIYRND RIW 2N 191 )Y NINWIY Y

D27 RNY IPYYN I3 YONT 198X D"IVN INTAYI RPNTT(D 2”D) N2 MYNN N
7T 101N RY PIRN INAW 1IR U3 121 NNOWI 1TAY1 ”RWN ,NTAY NITPa Ywavivawa

,DINR .PPIRN IR N0 MR YaR TN 77 DD NIanThnw YXNY IWOR 1’0 T 0 Y
3 INWR DI NYDI ININT 8221931 RY OTINNY M2 YTV DY ,1IAD RY DT MR 19181
1IN 22w1 N2 RNY RWNN 1Y R W 19w 1121 .00 70 R NRT RNY

99 ,MnTN RIPI RY IR NTY DPIT (V17 D N PIN) NNPN VIV N7IW1A TR DRT Y2
VINY PR RNN),TAY>TA NP2 YR NN Y21, NMRD DY RIIN RY DRI PTYNITIN NIRNNY
9730 N .NINTN RIPI DT PRY JNDT OV IRIN SIN NN NYNY 12 .172Iw31 N1 RNY
)2 PROM IPNTN PR DRY INDY (N 7”D) 0NN 930 NYT HY PRD7 Dipn Ty ©w MY and
RIR NPR IR NINY DN NI RIM IV LPIR IT DIWN IR 1Y IR NNR DP9 77 RIR

D'33)’D BT Naw

0

yepraral=pae

| Tnmom

=0 B B

13%m 3 ?"VN 29 BRPDPID DT3PD DA3D 277 1302 WNT

DINY DPRY NNPIRI PR 2772 MTN IMNN NXONA NPDIY AWITPN NP NTPa 13T
MM NN YW 0N 07N1 7270 D12Y 02970 ,01 MY NN

YR NRIPY 97N M DY INNNNY DAY IPNY 1Y ©Ow ,AwITEn NNYNP 210 TR YR R
17 I DRN NYRDI WO 21D 0P NTIYDA NY GRNYW MR PRTY YON RN N)ID1 Mwn
M NR PNTNY MDRY RN D7D NITM 1N DY AT RDW MRTNA YT RN 19w 1019

AR PYD 27N 1D N"IRA PDOII) NV DY NTIYDY

- IMXNM NMNN NPNYN PN DTN D227 170N 9292 1I92, TIRND IMXN NIRY ST NNRD
1983 DNMR PRTNY NIVINNY VIV MIT NN IR INY D2109N0 - NAIYN ORI DRIV DAN
DY2IR PAW MMDKR MYIRN 77wann 09°%80Y 10,1700 72 1191, TRN N7 D 0P NTIVDY
NYW21 97DN 2 YIS, DNYWIAY 1ARY NP 12PN ,NTIVDY DRIAIW D3 NN IR RY DR DN*22

NIMR MTD DTDPNY

2 DPY NIY PIAY MY YTINN NMNTPNL 11PYN YR R PIDIR Y 1MIAT 12T PIvn IR 0TI
NIRYNN DN

”7.7272 wH1 YR N RYR NIV 210 0P P2 PR™(2 1Y) DX NIDNA NN

R7 PPYR N NIW OYIAVN DM MR 01 YNRY NTYPNN NMR R NMDR NIRYN Y3 nawa
VTP RIPN" R NWIS INRI NV D1 YR 72T NNN NPPN RY 0,0 MNw) "NIRYN Y3 nwyn
ATV, 22 M) "037 NWY> 172Y XN w1 735 7aR IR R ,0N2 NwY R NIRYN Y3 03y o

NN DPNIMR NIRRT DTV NIRINY NTnYY

103 ,(T,30 RIP) "WYN XY NTAY NIRYN Y3 DI 0 WP RIPN” DR DRI NNNN TR
727 122 MWYY 37 DTRY NIRINYG 119 ,NNN NIDR 'NTIAY NIRIN' R{AT ,17ININ DY wIOW
NN NIDR NI 7aR .NRIN NIRIN RIR NTIAY NIRIN NRIPI NPRY PIIRN NN JNRY Nva oy

naRYn 73 Nwyn 87" oNpa

'DIN 'Y) DPN 21PN 1127 NNRIY 2awa RYR ,210 D12 YIRN NN 7DYY NN NPNN DINY &Y
027281 PINY Yar 7RI awa RIR ©91 YR NIRYN NNN NPNN R7 199 (XD 17T R, TO D'NDD
TP IMPNA 1V DY NIRYN NDR ,0MIY awa

”.0M23YY 89 039,029 99 TINYN N”:(2,83 DY) RINIA RIPR XM

0P NIRYN 7 ROPNRT MDRA 121D RN N DM3VYY 11D 0P w1 IR NIRIN NWIVNY ITnY
722 DX R 773 31 DY NTIYDY DMV NR DTR PRT RIY V"IN I1IMR ,NNNYT 3D MY 171 .20
LRI NXYI) RINI2 RIPR 2N .2V DY NIRYN NDR HY 12PN 191w Y RN NP1 ,1078 7 H»oa
N2 RNW NPT ,210 D11 71230 NR PINTN PRI ,NAWA 21030 NR PINTH MY 12 Y 017 IR

" awa

YT NV 0P DIWIAN OIR PR”INWY AN (P N3N R 779) 1D DY 'IN2 D7ANIN PPNV AT PN
PIN™ 7°9% .0°293Y 8 02V 00 87 037,039 DY 172V XN ,INRIY 029 IR D3 DIRNY
717°2w2 N2 RNY NPT 21D DPAIMK PINTA PRI ,NAWA M0 NR

D11 HWIN R NORNW N 1Y RYM FN RYY (R PYD 27N 112°D) PIY 1NNW1 7DD NT NDR)
1T RN RY 12 DX 992 100TY DR 11277 BRI TRT nwpn 893 921v 07M2Y 2awa v
5977 NV MR DRIWIN DTN NR PRTNYIPYIN

YT DNNY 7272 RNP OTTY B2 RIR ,IRIY 29I YYNYN TN IPR NDRNIY MRINT 1NI 1D ,0NR
AT NTIY NN N RIXNY

OY TIYDY MDOR PRY (P NITN R 779 1D DY 71 07anTN 9”Y) 7D Y”an 13NN DDA Y1V NN

=




TR S35 O3 NIPNN BT - N0 TN

AN NN PNNY ININ DYDY 1197 © 707 DRIV INRY
17 NI 92 23,930 R”awIN NIaD 9"y W DY NTYDY
PRORTI IMN IV, DNDR DYIRN HR1W RIN N 12 Y
MDR MYIRNI HRIW? 112N DR ROW DT RIN I 72 NNY
MY P DI DYIRN RIYR N2 RY )PIwa N2 DR

2YIPM PRI

1T (R 2D OW) DNIAR 120N NINT ,NNIDIN T RIAD PRY RIYR
N9 Ypaw nMna 19150] 'R 92awa 1v Dra Hwas amn or
RIM ,07MI JNRYINRY N LDPDIvN AT IPIYMY RN
3 791) 7797 (3D 1D YRYRI 027 NIWN) DRI JNRY PTN

" PPNN ®1T 2N ()L 1D

NINTA NDRT RTNY (DW DNIAR YYR) DXTIN 190 AN DY
VY RNIPT N 1P ORIP 12 PONNIY 1N v 01 Pw
YRW WINY PR MMDR MYIRNN N1 RINY ORIPT ,NINT
N IPRY 0N 73R I1PNTNY MM DMDRN 0127 192w
D27 122w31 NIPY WYND 07 Y . MNDR MYIRNN
NWY AN ,R72WIN 12T 0122 IWWNY T DMDRD
DPMIAR IRVYM O VLT PPN R, DRIP"INDON
NN I7RYN PR RY RNV DI2T 728 RN DT
D0”19Y2 MDR 1227TNT 132770 MDR NNR NPTPA ,NNNN Y39

7.DORNY D127 NINRL YR RNY ,NPTP NN R

DY) 20T MXIWN1 A"NON INJw N2 Y IRan n
MY ©Y, RNV 0272 N ,TIVYY DYINY INIM”(2"7D
N2PY DR MY 2,727 MY amm oR) a»ntY MwT

">p'91 NTAY NP TPA DRNY DT

PNRTY AN RIXNYT 1Y NIN KR PTY ANoN NYWYT ,NNYm
DT OINR RDNIDA NIV FINNY N DR 1V 0P NTIYDY
RYR] .NDRN 0127 17°2w1 YW RNW 12 MY w1 070V
wINY 1m0 TV ,PIANY IR 2"NoN N7AD DY NIRIIY
1V 0N Yawa MNDR MYIRN TR DNY R NINY

[

VYN PRY TIN 3"NON I2TI VIPA RY DR 1POR ,NNRD
MNDORN RIR RN’ RY ,DNDRN D27 0NN v NPw
19 MWYY 1130 172719292 Hw17 MR ©1 POTY HIR NNt
1972w 7NN Y DNNNY TRND MXN 0N ,AMTN N9 NV
RNDR TN L,DNNR OPIPM PRI MY ww DI IT1Y
RINR 120D RY 1227TNT RYWO RNT ,7°91 RY NIR 11277

NN 'DNT NPAIDA INIANI

DIORY DTINN IPINTAY RIM ,PNNY 9173 NNS w1 1T Yar
oPN 23,00 .DIMNI OPT PR OYIR INNM NN DI
7172 12NN &Y 0NYNY DN DTN M 97Y 1NN
N DY IMIN RY® VYN YN 19209 RIR MTHM NN
PRI 2179 PN °312 Y 19T DN DA .DTINN DPN MTY
09w NPT 0NY w2 DN Yanw RYR .A1N2 Y93 n1on oY
D2IWRIN N2 177N ,Nawa NIRIN MYYY NDR IR’ NT
NAWIY 71PN 10T OR IR 0N IMMPFY 0T 72911 DY T2 DRD

JDIRI NIV

97 1,20 N”2) DY >PININ AN 1’212 RN PP M 0
Pa TMYW Y3 ,00°NT Y YTamw 9pR IMNnw (470
AR .NAWIY I1PND T PR INRIY NN PIm YR
DIRI TR RTNY AN (3 NITN 3 P19 DINn 'YN) 07ann
1 LAR"INWY AN MM DN MNYY RYY IMIPN MINw
MPN2ITYIN DMAR DMIR INPTAY 012 1) NYRD DVIVN
IMYTN DMAN PAY NAWIW 1N 10 N ,10IY YY DMR 19T
ST RINY ]2 INR YNRY 97PRI .DIR RINY ONT YY 0130
.OMYY YV IMYTA N DURI RN 2N ,DNT DTN IRN
TV DIY® 13772 DMR PYND WM 1PTNNY R 197

”.03719 DTR 3NN R ,NNNN IPRY NTIY

AT RNNYD RIANW (DI 19°D T71) N°27 'Y qDY N°22 RN
ow) 7'wN , TR 07NN NYTI RNPY VIIN RPT PIVN

oY Y DIpNa 01”9 0Y9) NN 022 8972 HPID NN w1 (Nawa
AR TITI NAVN DR DYINN 170I197YY DTN 11X 17220 NI YY JID)
D"V ,IMn

(T "D R FIN) TYIR NNIN NI TV DRI [7]

mnaw Y9nnT nwTnn Nvow Y 1T, PYITR PIvY DY ORP MOV [8]
DYV IPINI DPDIDN 1Y RO PITH PRI PR RDN10I

220 °DNT (RO 1D NMIR) 7w 073NN N"W1A TY 1Y [9]

D3 NN»P 17°2w1 NP RNDY NPTNY DPDIDN MPYNWn NN
,NT2 DM2YY I Pa PN NTY Dipn h,amm vy
TMDRY DA INRY (2,0) DNDO NIDNIA NAIT RIND DTPND
72Y RYT DIWN DT YY DY IR 72V DR ,7INY 1 DN YwaY
Y OTN DNNR 1YY OPYIM PRINT = RIPNRT RNDR Y
MIVOR ¥ ,NINN 22wa NN Ywann NMIW 9”YR ,IMmYI
D) NP 1T R1AD1 IN*2Y DNR IR DR DY JNRT PR
,072Y 2wa Hwann NMIW qRT ,07M2YY Hwann Py
K97 ,N27 YV 0w HYN) RTON 27 SR JNRY Ny IwoR
709 (W N3N R PI9 WD DY ’IN) D7ANIM AT RIIAD IR
W NNN1AY7 IR DNY W 0ra Ywannranw'y an N1 1T
PRWAN MR PN DNNR 1Y IRIDPRY ,N7Y IR 9N 1Ry

”.0nY MR

NPT 072V PRTNY MDRN 7Y DNWKRID 1NN DT 0 Y
RNDR N1 PR 37 R DR 1298 RN 11w N1 RNDW
JDNMR Y OPIPM DRI IPINRT D272 YIPTI RNIRT

NPNY NPT PYI T

NIDN2) INDNWRI DT ONY PN ,ROWIPN W1
2737 WY MINY DIWN 1913 37OPR NI (4770 09T 2,2 NN
1M 1277 RIDRA R MDY DNIN IR DNYOY M)
23 5D R7INYY AN RNDR OTY X1 TRN RMIVT RN7NA
19 RNDYP RNT RNPNRTN DN RY NINR D772 190RT
1208,V TN DNNR 717 OVY7N N PRIN Y IPRT N271D

719N 1272»2 M1AINY WY RINW 113 29N

and (9730 1772 RN PIAT NPT YT 2,8 INA) R"IWIN
DMDRN DYIRN MIN 2aw1 HRDW RN DPHN AR T2
YR DYIRNY OYIPM PRIN N1ID PR RY TN IRIDY
DR DNMR YNWYT 1921 R HRIY DR P RY YW
77 DTYYNN DMI2T NN 12w N2 RN NN IYOR
SORIN Y TPRT D273 9MPT 23 Yy RIS an )awa
RNDR XD INXY 0191 MITPA 12w N2 DR 190N
PTTY NN ,1Y TN DNNR 1Y OYIPN IR PRIN, RNIPNRT
1998 NDRT RN TINY2 12297 998 RYT 102,09 Th oM
RPYT ,DNDRD D27 122w NIV RNY NPTX NDR 0N

7. R0 NPTARTN NN, RN

93 021211 720w VTN IINTIY DIwN YN RI1AD N9 1NN ©7OY [3]
19292 1125322 NAPY NI YN PRI DD 0P 2PN DYIRNN

22X °N2AY H® NIOWIR YY 10X NN NN 12T [4]

M3 IR PRI ,NTI 1127 NYWI 772N 2127 P2 NTI T »w YR [5]
22T MYNYn 9"y RIN

MTIR (NI D 3 PYN MPNR N"IW) SPDITTIN P'NIN 3"wN RN [6]
NMNS  DMINY) R'DN191 NIW H9NN DOTY 7w PYY MNNNY LI

YR TIT DWN

NN IR NP PINY RY® TRN INTHT NIRND PIX NRT YD
naR9Nn wywI Pamn mora 10 Tty ,nTaY e awa
NXYY N ava

DNYYN ONNYNN DNIRNY NIPNa YY1 TY ,0NR
DY®N STINM [7IN0 NN T7IN NPANY 19IR1] NTIVDN MY
972) IR NINTN RIPI AT NMRITY ,NI000 NWRT MY
W 12 DN .ATIVDA AMONNWN YY NNMDn AT MxInn

RN RIAN 1213 NWNNY TWOR

NNYWIN NYW1 I, 1PNNY DPn w2 19X DO DIW IR YaR
DNNRN Y2 DTN DNDN 1M DNNRD 72 MNT YT PR
DYINY NYWA - TPIPNRD DMNT 193NN SNdR) DT
W 91987 DRI PRY 01030V 1T DR YW MR ,NY
D”12Y NINTA MR PNNYT »° DR DIWM] .N1R DIwnN winY
(T MR 7TDN H) YR’ 1AR 19D DWA RN PRIV NI

[Bn2x wwn Dwn 0121 DPYNY NNOwN PHInY 1mnw

MMWINN Y93 1172w, 0T HY DY NRP PIYN MNN 297 Yar
DDA YT MNY NY91I (DIIVIR INRI IR PPN MPWYIN)
.DRIN MM DYTM

191X A1IVPP MPW T Y NI NTIVDN DRY 17X 7 IR
NN YY wINY PR IR ,(MNNN2 HNI) NNYX 0% MYV 0w
NIAVINY » PPTYY,1PMIWNA NP 1Y PR I ,NNYwn NNy
NR DN NMIRYI RN 71PYan 71 .PRN IRAD NI01d
YV YPN DN NMR Y2 ,IPDDI ARY YN NNRYA IMIND

AN MONNWAN 02N NNRA TR .THIRNINN

L0 DY INRY PN NYYY qDIN NR TIRT YINY IWOR)
MYYY T3 - DRYN PV .AMONNIVAN DN PR NTOT Y
RN NN 27 YR NYRYN AN ©I )T NRY

922 TN NMIRD NWR INNN 77 7°YanN Y2 Amn OR 09
MYIN ,NNRA YaR JININW NI DDDIN DPNN 1Y N
MONNWNA 03 RYR ,NTIYDA NI MONNWN 171V7 77 R Nn»p
721 JNRY DYWIAN PR’ 72NN 12T HY NN 03 ONT RY T
Lapxm nn owa (27D Dw) NMNa MwnN ana "1 ora
2 0P NIRIN PIWY DMIYI 1T XD NIY HHnnnw

A92w32 YwaY nnn n NoR)

RIANDN ,RNPNRTN RN IMIN 22awa Hw1ay NORIW N
27 RNY DYDLN IMRN IPNATIY XYY DN 1M 1Y DIw
NRANDN PNy W M L RAPIRT MR Y Mapn 19awa
991 NNYM .0"MIY DY N 1970 DOPDIdN IRW 2IWNN
1Y YIT 0D L,DNMR PRTY N Y3 1Y PR RP22 RO
D10 IR IRM NIV MY DPR DNMRNN DT RIPYN

J9R DNIR N9 NNAY

NNN) IRIVIR "IN 1IN0 NNNY NN DORY MRT IR N
L2739 NYXRP NN W IT Y (R, N2 NIDN Yy nhw
,0ImM D3 Y93 "0M3YY R 0377 LY NNY IMYT 1IN PR
NNR RXNN NRY 22w Y2V 1Y MDRY IR INR NRNMIY
R0 ,72 7Y RRINIPR RINY D3N .11 DY AN MIXNN 170N
TN RY ORI RIS RLNY 9"PR” RNNT 9122 WINR
TMYN NDR RIPNN K7D ORI DNR DYDY, )ITD Nwynn
119 HY R7IN MR M 1YY 712 RY 12NN YIR RINWI
TMYN RINY DN 23,712 RYY YV PTR DR MY TNY Rnw
NN DYP DAOTPT Y R w1 TY 073 nnnn 9aY
nnma MYy an [nYw pawma T wR It 1Y)
D”P2 HW1AY NDRT NN MYNI INIAND PTN IPPYA:INYY
MY MDOR R 1997 P’X ,NT 235 DMIYI WTT NIw HnnY
NIRYN MDORN 122 23 ,1NRYY 190K VP2 HRW Naw YINnY
27 PR PYTYY 073V NIY HWIAN IRIDOW RN IRIY NN
RINW 10 MNWY 1Y NOR MRY RINY 1277 RNT AT 7272

7. NAW 7971012 YA 1 AN IT 7D w1 DMIND N2 VR

MR DYVY 7",V DY Y PRY 11D OW X1 PRNNY VT [1]
PRI PRIN ROY YR IR N2 1Y PRI NIRYN RNW TIN DY NN
MNNRD 272 WIPO TINYN2 MR DM DND INY 1YY DM
R9R DPDION YR 9917201 RY 12T IR DPIRD NTIAYI MMTPN
2721w 0"IYN Y

9797 ,7NDA IRV NI RIDY RMNRT NDR IWYN PIYY ,0mR [2]
DNMROYIPM PRINIPIMRT N1



YOrucha

Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

TR S35 O3 NIPNN BT - N0 TN

vEwHEN BeY

The Laws of Yichud

Interactions Between Men and Women

llicit Contacts

Lo sikrevu I'galos ervah - the Torah forbids lewd
engagement with any of the arayos (Vayikra 18:6).
Included in ervah is a married woman and a single
girl who is a niddah, as all single girls above the age
of bas mitzvah are assumed to be today. Because this
comes under the general category of gilui arayos, it is
yeihereig v’al ya’avor, one must permit himself to be
killed rather than to transgress (Sanhedrin 75a).

Chazal warn Jewish men to stay “far far away” from
any unnecessary contact with women (E.H. 21:1).
According to many Rishonim, even forms of non-
physical lewd contact with an ervah are a Torah
prohibition, such as winking or lightheaded banter in
a flirtatious manner (Ran AZ 9a in the pages of the Rif;
Shach Y.D. 157:10). Other Rishonim consider non-
physical contact to be a Rabbinic prohibition (Maggid
Mishneh Issurei Biah 21:1-2).
non-affectionate way (such as in a medical setting, or
prohibited
according to some Acharonim (Bais Yosef Y.D. 195;

Physical contact in a

on crowded public transportation) is
Bais Shmuel E.H. 20:1), but the consensus of the
Poskim is to permit it if it will not lead to immoral
Moshe E.H. 1:56, 2:14, 4:32).

Handshaking, even in a business setting, is considered

thoughts  (Igros

to be a form of affectionate contact by most Poskim
and is forbidden (Igros Moshe O.C. 1:113, E.H. 4:32).
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In general, all of the above applies to contacts between
Jews and non-Jews, however this is usually only
prohibited mid’rabbanan.

Verbal and Digital Engagement

Verbal or digital engagement between a male and
female in a show of personal friendship is considered
to be affectionate contact and is forbidden (Igros
Moshe E.H. 4:60). One may not greet a woman in a
way that expresses a personal interest or connection
(Kiddushin 70a-b, E.H. 21:6). Even unnecessary small
talk is forbidden, with the exception of greetings and
pleasantries that are merely a cultural sign of decency
(Aruch Hashulchan E.H. 21:8). According to some
Poskim, these matters are subjective to the people
involved, and if one can be self-assured that what he is
saying will not bring him to any measure of personal

connection then it is permitted (Ibid.).

A man should not be personally serviced by a woman
such as if she serves him food or drink, unless it is in a
public setting. According to some opinions, this is
always permitted if it is not done in a way that
expresses a personal connection (E.H. 21:5). In her
own home, a woman may serve her male guests, as this
is performed as part of her role as hostess and not as a
personal service (Aruch Hashulchan E.H. 21:7 9).

Spaces or Mediums that Involve Temptation

When discussing passing an area where women are
dressed immodestly, the Gemara (Bava Basra 57b)
differentiates between a case where there is another

path to the same destination and a case where there is
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not. If there is another path, one who chooses this path
is a rasha, a wicked person, even if he closes his eyes
as he passes, because he should not pass by there
altogether. However, if there is no alternative path,
if he will

inadvertently see the women. In such a case, one who

one is permitted to walk there even

is careful to close his eyes as he passes by is

considered a righteous person.

This rule can be applied to any scenario where there
are temptations to sin, such as entering potentially

immodest physical or digital workspaces, using

systems, devices, or mediums that may expose one to
improper material and the like. As a rule, if one has a
valid reason to engage, such as for business, and there
reasonable and one can be

is no alternative,

reasonably sure that he will not be led to improper
actions or even thoughts, then it is permitted for him.
Even then, a righteous person will strain himself to
limit his exposure as much as possible. If there is a
reasonable alternative (such as buying elsewhere or
using digital solutions that will remove the temptations

without significant or unreasonable expense or

hindrance), then one who chooses to engage anyway is
a rasha even if he does not think he will succumb.
Conversely, if one cannot be reasonably self-assured
that he will be able to ignore the potential risks, he
may not engage even if there is no alternative (Igros
Moshe E.H. 1:56).
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Standing with One’s Feet
Together During Different

Parts of Davening Part2
By: Rabbi Yisrael Reuven Greenberg

Dedlicated Iiluy nishmas my mother, Yenta bas Menachem
Mendel HaKohen z’l, whose seventh yahrtzeit is this Friday,
the nineteenth of Elul.

Possible Unifying Theme and Explanation

Is there a common denominator to these situations,
and is there a practical takeaway lesson and message?
One common denominator is that Chazaras HaShatz,
Kedusha, Kaddish are
Shebi’Kedusha, i.e., these tefillos can be recited only

Barchu, and Devarim

in the presence of a minyan. The fact that these are of
a higher status and can be recited only with a minyan
means that they should involve (indeed, require) a
higher level of focus and concentration. By keeping
our feet together during the recitation of all these
Devarim Shebi’Kedusha — thereby demonstrating that
(1) we are unable to move or do anything without
Hashem’s assistance, (2) we are not interested in
doing anything else other than directing our minds,
our hearts, and our words to Hashem, (3) we are

conducting  ourselves and our lives in a

straightforward (and honest) manner, and (4) we
recognize how difficult it is to balance and exist
without Hashem in our lives — perhaps we can
maintain better focus and concentration (at least
during these moments of davening if not during the

entire davening) and clear our minds of the

distractions that, unfortunately, interfere so often with

our davening.
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Furthermore, if we acknowledge that the practice of
standing with one’s feet together began with respect
to Shemoneh Esrei / Chazaras HaShatz and then
evolved to include Kedusha and Borchu, perhaps we
can understand how the practice was also extended to
Kaddish. The most important line in Kaddish — and
indeed in all of davening — is “Yihei Shemei Rabba
Mevorach . . .” ! Yihei Shemei Rabba is the Aramaic
translation of “Baruch Shem K’vod Malchuso L’Olam
Va’ed” that we recite twice each day after the verse
“Shema Yisrael . . .” ! Chazal tell us that “Baruch
Shem K’vod Malchuso . . .” is the verse with which
the angels in heaven praise Hashem. Throughout the
year, our practice is to recite Baruch Shem in an
undertone immediately following the verse “Shema
Yisrael . . .” However, on Yom Kippur we recite it out
loud because we try to conduct ourselves like angels
as much as possible on Yom Kippur. If the angels
proclaim Baruch Shem and their feet are positioned
together (“Ragleihem Regel Yeshara”), then we can
suggest that it makes sense for our feet to be
positioned together when we recite Kaddish and

proclaim “Yihei Shemei Rabba.”

One might ask that there is at least one other Davar
Shebi’Kedusha - Krias HaTorah - yet we do not find
any mention in that context of this idea of standing
with one’s feet together. However, if we assume that
one purpose of standing with one’s feet together is to
promote better engagement and focus, then the
question we can ask is whether there is anything else
in the context of Krias HaTorah that might serve a
similar function. | would like to suggest that perhaps
that is one of the functions of the trup — the musical
cantillation notes. Not only do they provide the

musical sound and grammatical punctuation for each
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word and verse of the Torah, but they also draw our
attention to the words and events being read. The
special trups used for the public reading of the Aseres
HaDibros (Ta’am Elyon vs. Ta’am Tachton), Az
Yashir, the end of each Sefer followed by the words
“Chazak, Chazak, V'Nischazeik,” Chosson Torah and
Chosson Bereishis on Simchas Torah, and the Krias
HaTorah of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are meant
to convey a certain mood and draw in the listener to
pay even closer attention than normal to what is

being read.

In the merit of enhancing our focus and concentration
on davening during the month of Elul, and especially
during the recitation of Shemoneh Esrei and Chazaras
HaShatz, Kedusha,
Hashem bless the Jewish people throughout the world

Borchu, and Kaddish, may

with a Kesiva v’Chasima Tova and a sweet New Year
5786 filled with good health, beracha, hatzlacha, and

shalom.

Notes and Comments:

[5] If one finds himself in a situation where he will be
able to respond to Kedusha at one minyan, Borchu at
a second minyan, or Kaddish — Yihei Shemei Rabba at
a third minyan, he should join the minyan where he
will be able to respond Yihei Shemei Rabba, as that is
the most important.

[6] Much thanks to Rabbi Asher Schechter, Rov of
Congregation Ohr Moshe in Fresh Meadows, New
York, for noting this when the author presented this

topic at a recent Shabbos afternoon shiur.
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