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What is the halacha if a woman forgot to
light candles?

Maharil,"" cited by Rama, writes that if the woman forgot to light Shabbos candles she
is penalized by being required to add an additional candle from then on to the number
which she generally lights each week. Therefore, if she lit two candles up until this
point, she now lights three candles.

However, not every situation where the woman did not light Shabbos candles warrants
a penalty. The following are different scenarios and the guidelines from the poskim:

1) Beyond her control- The penalty
was only instituted if she forgot to
light out of negligence. However, if
she was unable to light for reasons
beyond her control (such as due to
iliness or she got stuck on the road
during candle lighting time), she
does not add a candle.” Often
situations  need  determination
whether the case falls under the
category of negligence (which
warrants a penalty) or situations beyond her control (where there is no penalty) and
therefore each situation should be discussed and assessed by a competent rabbinic
authority.

2) Lit less than her custom- Pri Megadim" maintains that if the woman remembered to
light candles, but she forgot to light the regular number, she must add a candle from
then on. However, Biur Halacha' disagrees and maintains that there is no necessity to
add a candle. The majority of poskim® rule in accordance with Biur Halacha.

3) Forgot to light as a guest- The poskim discuss the halacha in the event where a
woman was a guest for Shabbos and the host lit but she forgot to light the Shabbos
candles. The question is whether she is penalized since she forgot to light, or perhaps
since the host’s lighting covers the entire home, there is no need for a penalty? R’
Moshe Feinstein'® and R’ Moshe Stern” maintain that she must add a candle, while R’
Shmuel Wosner® disagrees and feels that no penalty is given since the host
remembered to light.

Does this law still apply today- Before the advent of electric lighting, if the woman
forgot to light candles for Shabbos that would mean the meal would be eaten in the
dark. It is, therefore, quite understandable why a penalty was enacted in order to avoid
this situation of eating in the dark. However, nowadays where there are electric lights,
and even without the Shabbos candles the room is well lit, the poskim discuss whether
this penalty still applies. The question is what is the main purpose of the penalty: If the
purpose is to prevent a woman from being lax and forgetting to perform the mitzvah of
lighting the Shabbos candles, the penalty still applies. However, if the penalty was
enacted in order to avoid the possibility of eating the Shabbos meal in the dark, it is no
longer necessary, as the rooms are well lit. Tzitz Eliezer'”, R” Shmuel Wosner"” and
Rivevos Efraim""" maintain that the penalty is enacted even if the room is well lit.
While, R” Ben Tzion Abba Shaul™ and R’ Ovadia Yosef"*! maintain that if the room is

well lit the penalty does not apply.
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[1] Minhagim Hilchos Shabbos 1
2] Magen Avraham 263:3 and Mishnah Berurah 263:7

B1AA. 3.

[4]5.v. sheshachacha

[5] Ketzos Hashulchan [vol. 3 Haaros Shevil Chaim on Derech Hachaim
50:4], Az Nidberu [3:5], Rivevos Efraim [3:555] and Chazon Ovadia
[Shabbos vol. 1 page 173].

[6] Igros Moshe [Yoreh Deah 3:14:6] and Rishumei Ahron [vol. 2 O.C.

[7]Be’er Moshe [5:63:2].

18] Kovetz M'Beis Levi [vol. 11 page 32].

9]21:11.

110] Shevet Halevi [5:33] and Kovetz M'Beis Levi [vol. 11 page 32].

[11] 8:123

[12] Ohr L'Tzion [vol. 2 chapter 18 fn. 12].

[13]Chazon Ovadia [Shabbos vol. 1 page 174] and Yalkut Yosef
[Shabbos vol. 1 page 151 and Otzer Dinim L'Isha chapter 16 fn. 42].
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When Yichud Applies

The Laws ot Yichud

The Prohibition of Yichud

It is forbidden for a Jewish man to seclude himself
[yichud] with women who are in the category of
arayos, forbidden relationships. According to most
Rishonim, yichud is an issur d’oraysa (Tosafos
Sanhedrin 37a s.v. HaTorah, see also Rambam Issurei
Biah 22:1-2 and Maggid Mishneh ad loc.). However,
the Poskim qualify that the Torah prohibition of
yichud is limited to the seclusion of one Jewish man
with one Jewish woman. The seclusion of two women
and one man, or two men who are p’rutzim (morally
unbound) and one woman, are only prohibited
mid’rabbanan (Chavos Yair 73). Additionally, yichud
with a non-Jew is only mid’rabbanan (Avodah Zarah
32b. According to the Gra (E.H. 115:19), a Jewish
woman who is married is forbidden mid’oraysa to

seclude even with a non-Jew.).

Although yichud with an unmarried woman who is
not a niddah is only mid’rabbanan (Avodah Zarah
32b), since nowadays single women do not go to the
mikvah, we must assume that any girl above the age
of bas mitzvah is a niddah, which renders yichud with
her to be mid’oraysa (Taz E.H. 22:1).

One may be secluded with his mother or daughter, as
well as with his grandmother or granddaughter (Bach
E.H. 22). One may be secluded with his sister, but
live together in seclusion on a

(Chachmas Adam 126:12). A
husband may be secluded with his wife even while
she is a niddah (Sanhedrin 37a).

they may not

permanent basis

The Shiur of Yichud

According to some Poskim, the amount of time that
yichud is (Minchas
Yitzchak 4:94). Others say that it is the amount of time

constitutes several minutes
in which the subjects may actually come to act
immorally, subjective to each situation (Igros Moshe
E.H. 4:65-16,22). This is only relevant if the seclusion
will inevitably end within that amount of time, such as
in a moving elevator. Otherwise, yichud is forbidden
for any amount of time even if they do not intend to
stay there that long, because chatzi shiur asra Torah,
the Torah forbade one from doing even half the
amount of a prohibition  (Haskamah of R’ S.Z.

Auerbach to Dvar Halachah).

Public Areas

Yichud only applies in areas that are secluded, such as
a closed room, an empty building, or an unpopulated
area. Places that are public and populated are not
subject to the halachos of yichud. Additionally, in a
private area which has an open door to a populated
area, and three or more people may come by at any
time, yichud does not apply (E.H. 22:9, Pischei
Teshuvah 10).

There is a major dispute among the Acharonim as to
whether the door to the populated area must be
physically open, or if it may be closed as long as it is
unlocked and people may conceivably come in at any
time (Sh”ut R” Akiva Eiger | 100; Radvaz 1:121).

Practically, some Acharonim permit a closed but

unlocked door in cases where yichud is

mid’rabbanan (Emes L’'Yaakov E.H. 22 fn. 8). Other
Acharonim write that it depends on the situation and

only

societal norms. If people are likely to come by and

expect the door to be opened without delay, then it
may be considered an open door (Igros Moshe E.H.
4:65 2,4,5). Similarly, a storm door, which is normal
for people to open on their own, is considered an open
door (Gan Na’ul 3:3). Note, however, that at a time or
place where it is very unlikely that people will enter or
expect a response, then all agree that a closed but
unlocked door is forbidden (Radvaz 1:121).

A window that is open to a populated area and allows
passersby to easily see inside has the status of an open
door and the laws of yichud do not apply to areas that

can be seen from the outside (Chachmas Adam 126:7).

According to most Poskim, the leniency of an open
door or window applies to all situations of yichud,
even with people who already have a personal
relationship, men who are professionally involved with
women, or with men who are p’rutzim (Pischei
Teshuvah E.H. 22:9).

Yichud in a Moving Vehicle

According to some Poskim, yichud in a moving vehicle
should be
populated areas, but if necessary one may be lenient
(Igros Moshe Y.D. 2:82, and E.H. 4:65 3). Other
Poskim hold that there is no problem of yichud at all

avoided even while driving through

while driving through populated areas where passersby
can see into the car windows (Dvar Halachah in a
teshuvah from R’ S.Z. Auerbach). While driving late at
night or in remote areas, it is forbidden to have a
situation of yichud in a car (Shevet Halevi 5:202-1).
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Is There a Problem of Yichud in a
Room Where the Door is Closed but
Not Locked?

Rabbi Yosef Jacobovits
Question: In some office buildings, a male and female
employee might be sitting alone in an office, where
the door to the public hallway is closed but not
locked. Is this a problem of Yichud?

Answer: Typically, if a man and woman are alone in
an office, there is a problem of yichud; however,
there is a leniency known as “pesach pasuach I'reshus
harabim,” which means that when the door to the
room is open to a public area there is no problem of

yichud.

A question arises when the door is closed but
unlocked. Is this considered open, which would
negate the problem of yichud, or is it considered

closed?

The Rashba seems to say in teshuva that there is no
problem of yichud as long as the door is not locked.
Rabeinu Yona and the Teshuvas Radvaz also rule this
way. Rav Akiva Eiger and the Bais Meir disagree and
say that the door must actually be open. They go so
far as to say that there is a typo in the Rashba and he
would not actually permit yichud when the door is

closed but unlocked.

There is a machlokes between the contemporary

Poskim regarding the practical halacha. The Chazon
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Ish rules leniently and says that as long as the door is
not locked there is no problem of yichud, because
technically people may walk in. Rav Yaakov
Kamenetsky differentiates between cases where the
prohibition is d’ohraysa — such as when one Jewish
man is secluded with one Jewish woman — and when
the prohibition is d’rabanan - such as when one
Jewish man is alone with two Jewish women or with
one non-Jewish woman. He says that when it is only a
question of d’rabanan one can be lenient, but when it
is a question of d’ohraysa one should be stringent. All
agree that if there is no real possibility of anyone
walking in, e.g. it is during off-hours, then it would be

forbidden in all cases.

Continues on page 4
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How Can a Male Boss Have a Private
Meeting With a Female Employee
Without Concerns of Yichud?

Rabbi Yosef Jacobovits

Question: If a male boss has to have a meeting in his

private office with a female employee, what can be

done to prevent yichud problems?

Answer: If the office has a large window through
which the man or woman can be seen by passersby,

there would be no problem of yichud.

If this is not the case, we would have to get involved

in the shailoh of a door that is closed but is unlocked.

As we said from Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, if the

female employee is a non-Jew, one can be lenient and

rely on leaving the door unlocked. If the employee is

a Jew, we would need to find another solution to the

problem.

If there are other people around, and the situation in

the office is such that when an employee wants to talk

to the boss, they can simply knock on the door and
walk in, this would eliminate the problem of yichud
because they know that anyone can walk in at any
time. Even if this is usually not the protocol, the boss

can arrange for an employee to knock and walk-in at

a random time during the meeting, which would also

suffice to negate the yichud problem.

Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that even if an employee
wouldn’t walk in on their own, if it is accepted that
whenever someone knocks on the door, the boss
answers the door and it is not acceptable for him to
ignore it, that would eliminate the problem of yichud
because there always is the fear that someone can

knock at any time.

How Severe is the Prohibition of
Yichud With a Non-Jewish Man or
Woman?
Rabbi Yosef Jacobovits

Question: How serious is the prohibition of yichud

between a Jewish man and non-Jewish woman?

Answer: Generally, when a Jewish man is secluded
with a non-Jewish woman, the prohibition of yichud
is a d’rabanan; however, if the woman is married to a
non-Jewish husband, it is more severe and may be
d’ohraysa.

(Note: When we speak about marriage between two

non-Jews, it doesn’t necessarily mean a legal

marriage. Any committed relationship between a non-

Jewish man and woman would be considered “marria-

ge” in this regard.)

If a non-Jewish man and woman are in a committed
relationship, it is forbidden for either of them to be
unfaithful with any other person. If a Jewish man
would have relations with the non-Jew’s wife, he
would be transgressing this d’ohraysa prohibition.
Although this transgression does not bear the death
penalty, it is prohibited by a mitzvas asei in the Torah
[among other prohibitions]. Some Poskim say that this
also means that there would be an issur d’ohraysa of
yichud with this lady. Others disagree and say that
yichud d’ohraysa only applies to an “ervah” who

bears the death penalty.

Since this is a machlokes haPoskim, and there are
Yichud

d’ohraysa and a Yichud d’rabanan, everyone should

practical differences between a potential

ask their own shailoh if this is relevant to them.

Question: What about a Jewish woman being alone

with a non-Jewish man?

Answer: It is forbidden d’ohraysa for a married Jewish
woman to have relations with a non-Jewish man and
this prohibition bears the death penalty. For this

reason, the Vilna Gaon clearly says that yichud

d’ohraysa does apply between a Jewish woman and a

== mey

non-Jewish man.
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The Importance of ‘Shimush’

Even the most qualified individual cannot become a
rov without first taking this indispensable step.
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