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haim Avraham Zakutinsky Magid shuir, curriculum developer

How many candles should one light
for shabbos?

The obligation to light candles is fulfilled with the lighting of a single candle."
However, Tur and Mechaber®' cites a custom to light two candles. The reason for
this custom is that the mitzvah of Shabbos was given in two commandments. The
first being Zachor Es Yom Hashabbos L’Kadsho®! (Remember the Shabbos day to
make it holy) and the second being Shamor Es Yom Hashabbos L’Kadsho!!
(Observe the Shabbos day to make it holy). In order to symbolize these two
commandments the custom was to light two candles. Mechaber cites this custom as
well. Maharil® cited by Rama, adds that although the two candles commemorate
the two commandments, women can light more than two candles if they wish.
Magen Avraham'® writes that some have the custom to light seven candles,
corresponding to the seven days of the week. While others have the custom to light
ten candles, corresponding to the ten commandments. Likutei Maharich” notes
that many have the custom to light an additional candle for each child.

The poskim® add that if a woman goes away for Shabbos, she does not have to

light her customary number of candles, rather, she may light two candles."”’

"' Shulchan Aruch Harav Kuntres Achron 1.

2263:1

P Shemos 19:8

I Devarim 5:12

"I Minhagim Hilchos Shabbos 1.

101263:2.

I Hisnahagus Erev Shabbos.

18 Birchas Habayis [45:17], Beis Yisroel [1:148], Yesodei
Yeshurun [vol. 3 page 135], Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchoso
[45:3 fn. 31], Rivevos Efraim [1:184] and Radiance of
Shabbos [page 20].

19 See Kovetz Halachos [Shabbos 1:7:10] who writes if the
husband is lighting instead of the wife, for whatever
reason, he only needs to light two candles and not the
amount that his wife normally lights.
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May One Sign a Lease That Goes
Into Effect on Shabbos?

Rav Yosef Kushner

Question: s a tenant permitted to sign a lease on an

apartment that begins on Shabbos?

Answer: It is common for leases to take effect on the
1st or 15th of a month. If someone signs a lease that is
scheduled to start on the 1st of the month, and that
day happens to be Shabbos, this would present a real
problem. In actuality, this is exactly like the case that
is forbidden by Rav Akiva Eiger, wherein a Jew
schedules a transaction before Shabbos to go into
effect on Shabbos.

So what'’s the solution?

The Avnei Nezer explains Rav Akiva Eiger’s reasoning
by saying that the entire transaction, from the time it
is agreed upon until it goes into effect, is one long
action. Since the party can technically back out any
time until the transaction goes into effect on Shabbos,
it is as if he is doing one continuous action that
concludes on Shabbos. Thus, he is considered to be
making a transaction on Shabbos. Accordingly, if he
could not back out, meaning that he is locked into the
deal before Shabbos, it can be said that his action
ended then and he is not doing anything on Shabbos
itself; rather, the deal concluded before Shabbos is
going into effect on its own on Shabbos and he is not

committing any transgression.

Having said this, if the tenant locked himself into the
contract when he signed it and he can no longer back
out, the fact that it officially goes into effect on

Shabbos would not be a problem.

If the deal is structured in a way that he could back
out until it goes into effect, it would be a problem
according to Rav Akiva Eiger. However, there are
some Poskim who disagree with Rav Akiva Eiger
altogether, and, according to them, this type of
transaction is permitted. Therefore, if he one is left
with no other choice he should ask a Rov if he can

rely on those Poskim.

Can One Bid In an Online
Auction That Ends on Shabbos?

Rav Yosef Kushner

Question: If an online auction is scheduled to end on
Shabbos, can one put in a bid before Shabbos,
knowing that if his bid wins, he will be purchasing the
item on Shabbos?

Answer: In eBay’s terms of service, it says clearly that
when you make a bid you have made a legal
obligation to purchase the item unless someone else

outbids you. In other words, before Shabbos, when

the Jew makes the bid, he is obligating himself to
follow through with the purchase if his bid wins. All
that really happens on Shabbos is that the chance of
someone outbidding you comes to an end. No actual

kinyan takes place on Shabbos.

Technically, if the terms would be set up in a way that
one’s obligation only goes into effect on Shabbos, that
could be a problem. But, as far as | know, that is not

the case.

Can a Property Owner Have a
Manager on Call For Emergencies
on Shabbos?

Rav Yosef Kushner

Question: The owner of an apartment building
employs a non-Jewish superintendent. He pays him
for his work during the week but also needs him to be
on call for emergencies on Shabbos. How can he go

about this in a permitted way?

Answer: Most managers and superintendents have the
status of a kablan because they are paid for their
work, not by the hour. We said previously that one
may not explicitly tell a kablan to work on Shabbos.
Still, if one needs the super to be on call for
emergencies, such as problems with the heating or
plumbing, it could be permitted.

The Rishonim speak about a case where a Jew
purchased the rights to collect tolls on a certain road.
In such a case, he would suffer a tremendous loss if
he could not have a non-Jewish worker collecting the
tolls for him on Shabbos and the business would be
unable to function at all; therefore, Chazal permit him
to hire a kablan to collect the tolls, even though the

work is done in public.

So too, in the case of the super, if no one would be
available to take care of emergencies on Shabbos, the
landlord would lose tenants and the entire business
would be unable to function; therefore, it is permitted
to ask him to respond to emergency calls on Shabbos.
The halacha is that the worker in such a case should
be paid separately for the work he does on Shabbos.
In our case of the super, this would mean that his
regular salary should be for the work he does during
the week, and he should be paid a separate fee

specifically for jobs he does on Shabbos.

In cases like this, it is important to ensure that the
worker’s pay is structured in the permitted way.
Another example of this is if a Jew owns a nursing
home that employs secretaries who are needed on
Shabbos. If they are paid like a sechir yom, it would
not be permitted to allow them to work on Shabbos.
Instead, their pay structure should be arranged in the

permitted way for a kablan.
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Can a Property Owner Have a
Manager on Call For Emergencies
on Shabbos?

Rav Yosef Kushner

Question: Can a business owner avoid all problems of
non-Jewish employees working for him on Shabbos by
selling his company to a non-Jew for each Shabbos, in
the same way that we sell our chometz to a non-Jew

over Pesach?

Answer: While there are some people who do this, it
is not advisable. Selling one’s business over Shabbos
to a non-Jew is not brought down by the Shulchan
Aruch as an option, although he does speak about
selling chometz. Doing so is highly problematic for a

simple reason.

Basically, the difference between selling chometz and
selling a business to avoid problems of employees
working on Shabbos is that with chometz, it is the
that is forbidden. By Shabbos, the

prohibition is that work is being done on your behalf,

ownership

irrespective of the ownership. Since it is forbidden to
own chometz, one can get around the problem by
selling it to a non-Jew and relinquishing his
ownership. When one has employees working for his
business, however, even if he technically sells it to a
non-Jew, if there is no change in the structure of the
business the employees still know who is really in

charge and they do their work for the Jew.

Rav Moshe Feinstein discusses this in a teshuva and
that

hashkafically as well as technically. As a practical

concludes such a sale is questionable
matter, he says that it would not work for the reason

explained above.

Can One Bid In an Online
Auction That Ends on Shabbos?

Rav Yosef Kushner

Question: If an online auction is scheduled to end on
Shabbos, can one put in a bid before Shabbos,
knowing that if his bid wins, he will be purchasing the
item on Shabbos?

Answer: In eBay’s terms of service, it says clearly that
when you make a bid you have made a legal
obligation to purchase the item unless someone else
outbids you. In other words, before Shabbos, when
the Jew makes the bid, he is obligating himself to
follow through with the purchase if his bid wins. All
that really happens on Shabbos is that the chance of
someone outbidding you comes to an end. No actual
kinyan takes place on Shabbos. Technically, if the
terms would be set up in a way that one’s obligation
only goes into effect on Shabbos, that could be a

problem. But, as far as | know, that is not the case.
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