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In our parsha (7:13) the Torah refers to sheep as JINY NONYY.
Rashi offers 3 different translations to this word:

a) The first interpretation, quoting Menachem ben Saruq, is that the word
means strong, (as in 01177 NINWY (Lech Lecha 14:5), see also Rashi to
Devarim 1:4), i.e. the choicest of the sheep.

b) The second interpretation, quoting Onkelos, is that it means groups, i.e.
herds of sheep.

c) Finally, quoting Chazal, Rashi says that NInwy has the root Wy,
meaningwealth. The sheep provide wealth to their owners.

NINYY is also the name of a pagan deity mentioned in the neviim (e.g.
Shoftim 2:13, 10:6). The first source quoted by Rashi, Menachem ben Saruq,
suggests that thereason sheep are referred to as NMAYY is because the NINYY
idols were made in theshape of sheep (the same approach is put forth by the
Ramban to Devarim 1:4) "', In a similarbut different vein Ibn Ezra quotes an
anonymous Spanish commentator whoassociated to word NIRWY with the
word MWV (ten), referring to the tenth zodiacsign, the goat, under whose reign
most sheep are born (see commentaries to lbn Ezra).

"'Ishtar was an ancient goddess of love, war, and fertility. Perhaps 7I8¥ NINWY became
synonymous with very fertile sheep.
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Transactions That Occur on Shabbos

Business Transactions on Shabbos

As a rule, the chachamim forbade business transactio-
ns and kinyanim (changes of ownership) on Shabbos,
including buying and selling, gifting, and declaring
things hefker, ownerless. This is either due to the
broader prohibition of mimtzo cheftzecha, engaging
in mundane actions, or because it may cause one to
create a written record of the transaction and thereby
transgress the prohibition of writing on Shabbos Rashi
Beitza 37a s.v. Mishum). There are various exceptions
in cases where the objects are needed for Shabbos,
but those are beyond the scope of this sefer (O.C.
323).

Automated Transactions

The Acharonim discuss whether this prohibition
applies to a transaction that is set in motion before

Shabbos but does not go into effect until after shabbos

Nezer O.C.
is that it is

begins (Sh”ut R” Akiva Eiger 159; Avnei
51), The consensus of the Poskim
technically permitted but one should try to be stringent
(Maharshag 2:117; Igros Moshe O.C. 3:44). However, a
system where a non-Jewish buyer can unilaterally
complete the entire transaction, such as a vending
machine or a website purchase, is permitted to
on Shabbos (Maharshag ibid.;
Shabbos Kehilchasah 29:29). Note that it may be zilzul
Shabbos [a denigration of Shabbos] to set up such a

function Shemiras

system, and one should ask an individual shailah.

According to some Poskim, setting up an automatic
payment that will occur on Shabbos is permitted, as
this is not considered to be performing a transaction
(Heard from the author of Commerce and Shabbos. He
reasons that setting up the payment is not an act of
acquisition, and the computer system is the one doing

the entire transaction beginning to end.).

Time Zones

If a Jew has a business located in a different time zone,
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the halachos of Shabbos follow the time zone in which
the business is located. While it is Shabbos in that
location, the business must be closed even though it is
not Shabbos for the employer. Conversely, the business
may be open when it is not Shabbos even if it is
Shabbos for the employer. For example, if someone is
in Eretz Yisrael and it is already Shabbos, and he owns
a business in America where it is not yet Shabbos, he
may have his workers work for him in America at that
time (Chelkas Yaakov 3:27).

According to some opinions, a non-Jewish worker who
is in a place where it is Shabbos may perform
melachah on behalf of a Jewish employer who is in a
place where it is not Shabbos, provided that it is not
known or obvious that the work is being done on
behalf of a Jew (Chelkas Yaakov 3:106). One should

ask a specific shailah if necessary.
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Requirements to be a Rov
Poskim outline several requirements to serve as a rov,
including expertise in Torah knowledge as well as
qualities in other areas.
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