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Rabbi Yitzchak Sultan Maggid Shuir, Curriculum Developer.

Filtering water using a carbon filter

The poskim discuss whether one may filter clear water using an activated carbon
granule filter. This type of water filter uses small granules of activated carbon to pu-
rify water. Activated carbon is a form of
carbon that has been processed to have
small, low-volume pores. These pores
increase the surface area available for
adsorption, a chemical reaction where
certain particles are attracted to activated
carbon and bond with it. In water
filtration, this process is used to remove
organic  constituents  and  residual
disinfectants in water, improving its taste
and odor.

735‘“73 77930 BY 2K W7D
Rav Yisroel Belsky' and ybc”l Rav Osher

Weiss shlit”a> permit the use of a carbon filter, for clear drinkable water, similar to
other filtration systems. They explain that although temporarily the water was not
potable when it mixed with the carbon filters, we ignore the intermediate stage
since the water in the beginning and end are essentially the same. This is similar to
the ruling of Mechaber in se’if tes, that if sediment was left in a strainer before
Shabbos, one is permitted to pour water over the sediment to extract wine droplets
stuck in the sediment. In this case as well, the water is temporarily not potable
when mixed in the sediment and it is still permitted.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky,> however, forbids filtering clear water using an activated
carbon granule filter. He argues that this situation is not analogous to the permitted
case of pouring water through wine sediment in se'if tes. In the case of the carbon
granule filter, the water thoroughly intermingles with the carbon particles before
being filtered. This differs from the case of se'if tes where the water flows around
the sediment without becoming thoroughly mixed with it. Rav Moshe Shternbuch,
Rav Shmuel Auerbach, and ybc”| the author of Orchos Shabbos, agree.*

"Journal Ohr Yisrael [v. 68 p. 103]

’Journal Ohr Yisrael [v. 68 pp. 48-50]. Rav Osher Weiss adds another reason to be lenient:
just like Chazon Ish writes that a teapot with a slotted spout is not a kli borer because it is
not made for the purpose of doing borer but for pouring tea; so too, the faucet together
with the filter is not made to be a kli borer.

*Aliba Dhilchasa [v. 67 p. 128]

*Journal Ohr Yisrael [v. 68 pp. 102-3]
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Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

Suggesting a Compromise

Chazal recommended that at the beginning of any Din
Torah, the Bais Din pursue a p’shara. The Gemara
(Sanhedrin 7a) explains that arranging a compromise
is the ideal solution because it satisfies both mishpat
(justice) and shalom (peace). If a just agreement can
be reached that makes both sides happy, that is the
most preferable outcome. According to some Poskim,
Bais Din
settlement, and explain that this is a worthy path to
take (Sema 12:6). Others say that Bais Din should
simply offer the option, but does not have to try to

should offer the parties an arbitrated

convince the parties to accept it (Taz C.M. 12:2).
Either party may refuse to settle, in which case the
Din Torah should proceed as usual, with the ruling
following the actual din [or close to it, as will be

discussed below].

Even if the parties agree to an arbitrated settlement,
the dayanim may not issue an arbitrary ruling, nor
may they unjustly favor one side over the other. They
must hear the case and know what the din would be
before arriving at a settlement that is aligned with the
law but gives some leeway for compromise (C.M.
12:2). In a sense, it is more difficult to issue a p’shara
than din because one must carefully weigh the merits
and veracity of each of the litigants before arriving at
the settlement (Yad Remah Sanhedrin 32b).

After a Ruling is Issued
Once a ruling is issued in accordance with halachah,

the Bais Din may not suggest a settlement to the parti-

es. Only someone who is not a dayan may do so, and
only outside the premises of the Bais Din (C.M. 12:2).
According to some Poskim, the dayanim may still
encourage the parties to compromise willingly; it is
only prohibited for the dayanim to be the ones to
(Shach C.M. 12:6; Nesivos
Hamishpat 12:1). However, many other Poskim reject
this opinion (Pischei Teshuvah C.M. 12:5). Some

authorities suggest that the dayanim may explain to the

arbitrate a settlement

litigant that the p’sak is correct, but it might be in his
interest, or in the general interest of all involved, for
him to accept a p’shara, even if it means surrendering
something he is entitled to under the letter of the law.
In other words, the dayanim cannot specifically push
for a p’shara as being the right thing to do, but they
may advise the parties that it would be a good idea to

accept a compromise (Tiferes Yaakov).

Does P’shara Need a Kinyan?

For a p’shara to be binding, the parties must make a
kinyan to obligate themselves to abide by it. Although
forgiving a debt is usually not retractable even without
a kinyan, in this case the forgiveness is comparable to
coerced or erroneous forgiveness because it is being
given at the behest of the dayanim. Additionally, if the
settlement requires one side to pay the other, this
would not be considered mechilah and thus requires a
kinyan (C.M. 12:7, Sema 15-18). In contemporary
batei din, the two sides make a kinyan when they sign
the shtar borerim at the beginning of the proceedings,
which obligates them to obey any ruling of the Bais
Din. While this kinyan would technically work for the
p’shara as well, common custom is to make a new

kinyan specifically for the terms of the p’shara.

the pasuk M2 M1QYUNN N7 (Ki Seitzei 21, 14. See also
24, 7) the

submission.

root 1-N-Y connotes servitude and

This may explain why of all the korbanos, it is
specifically this one whose identifying feature is that
is is the 2QV. This korban is brought from the first
grains to ripen and be harvested. As we begin to
gather our crops and see the start of material blessing,
we not only express gratitude by offering the first of it

to Hashem, we also wave it in all directions (23, 11),
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When a P’shara is Mandatory

There are times when a Bais Din may force a p’shara
in order to reach a resolution (Sanhedrin 32b). An
example of this would be a case where a ruling
according to din would not bring a decisive end to the
matter and the dispute would continue unless a
compromise is reached (Meishiv Davar 3:10; Igros
Moshe C.M. 1:47). This is often the case in disputes
involving numerous business partners, where each side
has overriding claims that could force the case to
continue endlessly and work its way in circles without

a full resolution.

Another case where a p’shara may be mandated is
when Bais Din is faced with a situation that it cannot
resolve, such as when one party is halachically
obligated to take a sh’vuah. For the past few centuries
(Sh”ut Even Yekarah 6), the custom of batei din is not
to obligate people to make vows, even when halachah
dictates that they should; therefore, the only solution
in such cases might be to propose a compromise
(Pischei C.M. 87:22).

compromise in lieu of an oath is customarily one-third

Teshuvah Generally, a
of the claim, however, numerous Poskim explain that
every case of sh’vuah is different, and the dayanim
must modify it as they see fit. Conversely, if the claim
appears to be valid and presumably the other party
would have admitted his guilt had he been forced to
swear, then the compromise in lieu of an oath should
not be a third, as this would be enabling an injustice
(Seder Hadin 4:48 fn. 94-95).
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affirming that all we possess is for the service of the

One whose presence fills every corner of the world.

The name 1Y, then, isn’t just a reference to quantity.
It alludes to something deeper, a reminder that our
material possessions are meant to serve a higher

purpose in the service of Hashem.

This is also why we count the days from the 1QV. In
the lead up to Shavuos, the time when we receive the

Torah and reaffirm our commitment to keeping Hashe-
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em’s laws (DTN 1NN 7V O'N'7N NN )ITAVN) we take

stock every day of how far we have come.

Counting, in this context, doesn’t just mean keeping
track of how many days have passed. It means paying
attention[6]. It's a way of actively engaging with the
process and reflecting on what we've accomplished
that day (n7a7n1 andn).

As you count sefira each night, ask yourself how much
closer have you become to “serving Hashem on that
mountain”.
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mmem me

Today is so-and-so many days of
the half gallon?!

Have you ever wondered why we count the days
specifically from the omer, a unit of measurement
roughly equivalent to half a gallon? Is that really what

the word omer means?

In Parshas Emor, we learn about the mitzvos of
bringing the korban ha’omer and of counting the omer
- giving us the term ‘the days of the omer’ to describe

this time of the year.

In this context the Torah repeats the word 1RV four
times:
YN YIND TN ANIT 1D DTN RN TN 12 TR03T ()
N'YND QYU NN DNNADI;RY7 NN DNY71 027 103 1N
;02I¥Y7 1 1197 VR MR 911 (R) 1230 78 DDV,
Ny 0290 DI DN'YI (21) 10210 119'2! N2 NINARN
027 DNI9D! (10) ..."7 N7V7 iNJY 12 DA &2 ;0NVn
Vay ;N9INN Ny NN DON'AD DR Navin nnean
.N1INA NN NIN2Y
(10) Speak to the Children of Israel, and tell them,
'When you come into the land which | give to you,
and you shall reap its harvest, then you shall bring the
1V of the first of your harvest to the kohen. (11) He
. (12) On the day

when you wave the 1RV, you shall offer a male lamb

shall wave the 1V before Hashem ..

without blemish a year old for a burnt offering to
Hashem ... (15) You shall count from the next day
after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the

1RV of the wave offering ...

What does the word 1RV mean?
In addition to the above, the word 1V appears in two

other contexts in the Torah with two distinct

meanings[1]. The first is in Parshas Beshalach (chapter
16) where the Torah recounts how the Jews would
measure and collect one MV of manna each day. In
that context, it is explicit that 1QV is a measurement
equivalent to 1/10" of an eipha (vs. 36) or 43.2 eggs
(Rashi). An egg is approximately 50cm® or 3in’ and so
each Jew in the dessert took home just over half a

gallon of manna each day.

The other place is in Parshas Ki Seitzei (24, 19) where
the Torah says that if one forgets an 1RV in the field it
must be left to the poor[2]. In that context 1)V means

a sheaf.

770 7'"TIN7 D'wwn 'D2 N .2'2721 DNIN NN2NNA NIN )21 NIvwo1 ' [1]
‘781272NN1 I 11020 TV 7" '7INE NI NTR NIvAwNA 'NTeA Ny nnowtr
Rlalaat
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.'0my7 nnn
MIIND7 NYI' 7NI2NIND NYUT7 MW IN0Y7 "N NN 1IMIRNT 1PN 07IN 3]
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DO'N'2N I'N N7 MINDT NN (N, IN{77 NI RDY 1T Y7177 12NN NIDNAD NI
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[4] Calculating all this accurately is complicated as there are many
variables (e.g. the moisture level of the grain) and there also seems
to somewhat contradictory data on some points. Nevertheless, here
is a vague sketch:
- Sources vary greatly as to the difference in the bulk density of
barley vs. that of fine barley flour. One source gives the density of
the flour as up to 50% less than that of whole barley.

The Bechor Shor and the Abarbanel (Emor 23:10)
explain that the word IV is not simply a homonym
with Rather,
typical NV (sheaf) yields about 1/10" of an eipha, the

two unrelated meanings. since a

term MRV came to refer to that specific volume as well.

What does the word 1RV in our parsha mean?

To be sure, all agree that the Omer offering did in fact
consist of one omer, or one tenth of an eipha, of fine
barley flour. However, what precisely does the word

ANV mean in our Parsha?

Rashi and the Bechor Shor define 1QV as one tenth of

an eipha, without further elaboration.

The Abarbanel challenges this, noting that the first
mention of MV in our parsha refers to the harvest -
before it's possible to accurately predict its yield in
flour. He therefore concludes that IRV Ny DnNNaNI
1020 ‘7N D2'¥j7 N'WN refers not to a measurement of
grain or flour, but to a sheaf, brought to the kohen.

Perhaps this approach is supported by the Mishna
(Menachos 10, 1T & 4) which states that 3 se’ah (about
5.7 gallons), which equals ten times more than an 1V
of grain, were brought to the Bais Hamikdash for this
site[3].
(Furthermore, the Mishnah explicitly states (Menachos
10, 4. Chalah 1, 3. Zevachim 9, 5) that these three
se'ah yielded a surplus. This too may support the
Abarbanel’s that it

precisely determine the amount of grain required([4]).

korban to be ground into flour on

argument was unrealistic to

The difficulty however with this approach is that if 1V
means sheaf in the first pasuk, presumably it means the
same in the further pesukim. Accordingly, waving the
NV in verses 11 and 12 would mean that the kohen
waves an entire bundle. This can’t be true as it is
explicit in the Mishna that the barley was ground into

flour before it was waived.

The difficulty with Rashi’s approach is that many flour
offerings in the Torah contain the same amount of
flour, yet the Torah refers to that amount not as an
MY, but as an JNWY or N9'NN NMI'WY. Why, then,
does the Torah suddenly refer to it here as an 1QV? (R.
Dovid Zvi Hoffmann).

Moreover, names should serve a clear purpose to

convey the identity and nature of what they describe.
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[4] Calculating all this accurately is complicated as there are many
variables (e.g. the moisture level of the grain) and there also seems to
somewhat contradictory data on some points. Nevertheless, here is a
vague sketch:

Sources vary greatly as to the difference in the bulk density of
barley vs. that of fine barley flour. One source gives the density of
the flour as up to 50% less than that of whole barley.
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For example, the flour offerings at the beginning of
Vayikra are named after the utensils in which they are
prepared, an immediately distinguishing feature.
Chazal also use specific titles such as ,NOIN NNIN
nLID NNIn and 1'N NNIN, each reflecting the
offering’s purpose or context. Given that, wouldn’t it
be more fitting to refer to the Omer as 0MI>1 NNIN -
the offering of the first grain - as the Torah itself calls it

in Parshas Vayikra (2, 14) ¢ (Haksav Vehakabala).

Does 1RV in our parsha carry multiple meanings?

Previously, we assumed that if the word 1V means
sheaf in the opening pasuk, it retains that meaning
throughout the subsequent pesukim. This assumption

may need to be re-examined.

The Ramban notes that in our parsha the Torah uses
the word Naw to mean both ‘day of rest’ and ‘week’.
Though
Ramban explains that this is deliberate literary device
employed by the Torah (NN 7).

somewhat confusing at first glance, the

Perhaps we can suggest a similar literary approach to
the word V. While it initially refers to a ‘sheaf’, it
also carries the connotation of a specific measure.
Although the Torah usually refers to this measure as an
1MWV or NO'NN NM'WY, here it uses TNV as a literary
device. In other words, since the barley was first
brought to the Beis Hamikdash as a sheaf (WQV), and
the offering consisted of a tenth of an eipha of flour
(MNV), the Torah refers to the offering itself by the term
anv.

This may also be the meaning of a somewhat
ambiguous midrash.
,0'72¥W 1NV 17 W' NinY NY7¥ - 1 1197 1nVn NN 9101

(N ,) NN N1DD) .iNY QY1 ,N91IN TNV

It has three names; MV of stalks, 1NV of waiving and

NV is its name.

Though the precise meaning of this Midrash is
somewhat unclear[5], it seems to be suggesting that
the word 1NV in our parsha does indeed carry multiple

meanings.

A deeper meaning to “counting the omer”
Having established that the word IRV holds several

layers of meaning, let us to one final interpretation. In

Continues On page 3
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