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The Ka’arah- Seder Plate

The Ka'arah is a plate, specifically made for the Seder, which has spaces for the
items that must be displayed on the Seder table: the shankbone, the roasted egg, the
maror (bitter herbs), the charoses and, according to most opinions, also the karpas.'

The Ka'arah is placed before the master of the
house.” Other members of the household do
not require individual Ka'aros, but will obtain
there Seder foods from the master of the
house.’ The custom of Square and Biyana
Chassidim is that all men from the age of
thirteen and onward obtain their own Ka'aros.*
Similarly, the custom of Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach zt'l> and the Lubavitcher Rebbe zt'l ©
was that all the men receive their own Ka'arah.
[Many have the custom that all the men have
their own matzos before them, but not their
own ka'aros, for reasons beyond the scope of
this halacha.]

WOITOTT XN
The custom of Chabad, Tchernobal and Leluv

Chassidim is to place the Ka'arah to the left of the head of the household, with his
Kiddush cup to the right.”

There are different customs as to when should the Ka'arah be assembled (when
should the food be placed on the Ka'arah) and brought to the table. A) Some have
the custom to assemble it and bring it to the table before Yom Tov. This is the view
of the Chayei Adam,® Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,” Mateh Moshe,'® Shelah Hakadosh,
Rav Yaakov Koppel zt'l,"" the Chasam Sofer and Rav Y. Dushinsky zt'l."* B) Others
have the custom to assemble and bring it to the table after donning the kittel, before
Kiddush. This is the view of the Pri Megadim," Rav Moshe Feinstein zt"l,"* Chabad
Chassidim™ and is the custom of those in Yerushalayim. C) Others have the custom
to assemble and bring it after Kiddush. This seems to be the view of the Shulchan
Aruch.'® D) While the Gra'” holds that one should bring the Ka'arah to the table
after eating the Karpas (vegetable dipped in salt water). One should conduct himself
according to his custom.'®

One is required to immerse metal and glass utensils that are purchased or otherwise
acquired from a non-Jew in a mikva prior to their first use. This mitzva is referred to
as Tevilas Keilim, the immersion of utensils. The Ka'arah also needs to be immersed
in a Mikveh prior to its first use, since it comes in contact with the Seder food."

It is preferable to obtain the nicest Ka'arah possible. Many use a silver Ka'arah.”

continues on Page 4
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The Halachos of Ribbis:
CUIT .Al,. ments .\

Banks, Unions, and
Corporations

The Advent of Banks

When banks became common in Europe, several
seminal teshuvos were written discussing the
permissibility of depositing into or borrowing from a
bank that dealt with other Jews. While earlier Poskim
prohibited the practice altogether,[Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch 65:28] because a Jew would either be paying
interest to or receiving interest from other Jews, other
Acharonim gave various reasons to allow it. Among

the reasons given were the following:

Banks rather than

individuals, which in the opinion of these Acharonim

are owned by corporations,
does not constitute real ownership, and therefore has
no prohibition of ribbis.[Yad Shaul page 47; Mahari

Halevi; Rogatchover Gaon]

Based on the halachic concept of bereirah, we can say
that a Jewish borrower is borrowing money only from
non-Jewish depositors, while a Jewish depositor is
only receiving interest from non-Jewish borrowers.
[Sho’el U'Meishiv | 3:31]

If the Jewish money is a minority of the bank’s total

holdings, it is permitted to borrow from the bank

based on the rule of bitul b’rov, meaning that the
minority of Jewish money is nullified by the majority of
non-Jewish money.[See Shevilei Dovid Y.D. 168:50
[who gives a modified application of this]; Bais
Yitzchak Y.D. 2 Kuntres Acharon 32]

If the employees are non-Jews, the rule of ein shlichus
I’akum is applied, meaning that a non-Jew cannot be
an agent for a Jew. Therefore, even if a Jew borrows
money from the bank, since he is actually given the
money by the non-Jewish tellers, they are not viewed
as agents for their Jewish employers. Instead, it is
viewed as if they are giving the borrower money that is
hefker, ownerless, in which case there is obviously no
prohibition of ribbis.[Maharshag Y.D. 3]

These are just some of the many reasons offered by
Poskim to permit borrowing money from or depositing
money into banks. However, each one of these reasons

is disputed by other Poskim.

In the modern bank structure, there is no direct
connection between the depositors into a bank and the
borrowers from that bank. Accordingly, there would
not be any problem borrowing from or depositing into
a bank whose corporate ownership consists solely of
non-Jews. However, that is often not the case, because
many banks do have Jewish ownership and/or are
publicly traded which means that all the shareholders,
including Jewish investors, are viewed as owners
according to some major Poskim. Consequently, many

Poskim say that one should not borrow from or deposit

into a bank that has Jewish ownership without a heter

iska.

Rav Moshe’s Opinion
Moshe

ownership does constitute real ownership. Despite

According to Rav Feinstein, corporate
this, he writes that only shareholders who actually
have a say in the running of the company are
considered true owners. Accordingly, there is only a
problem of ribbis if the corporation has Jewish
shareholders who have considerable stakes in the
corporation. This would permit using most banks
without any problem of ribbis at all, even if they are
publicly traded and may have Jewish shareholders.
Note, however, that in corporations where every
shareholder has an equal vote, such as a credit union,

this heter does not apply.

In a separate teshuvah, Rav Moshe famously writes that
it is permitted to lend money and charge interest to
any LLC (but it is forbidden to borrow money with
interest from an LLC), because a loan without personal
liability is not halachically considered a loan. Other
Poskim disagree and forbid such loans.[This was

discussed in the segment on Ribbis Fundamentals.]

Paying Ribbis to Avoid Harm

One who is forced to pay interest to a Jew, such as to a
Jewish-owned electric company that will shut off his
electricity if he does not pay the interest for a late
to do so because it is

payment, is permitted

comparable to bribing a thief not to cause him harm.
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Charoses At the Seder

The view of Rav Elazar Ben Tzadok®' is that charoses
constitutes a mitzvah. The Gemara presents two
explanations of Rav Elazar ben Tzadok’s opinion. One
explanation is that the thick texture and cloudy color
of the Charoses serve to recall the mortar that the
Jewish slaves used for making bricks in Egypt. A
second explanation is that the Charoses serves to
remind us of the “Tapuchim” in Egypt. Rashi and
Rashbam explain that the Jewish women in Egypt
would painlessly and quietly give birth beneath the
apple trees so that the Egyptians would not discover
that a Jewish male was born. We follow the view of

Rav Elazar Ben Tzadok.

The Rishonim write that Charoses is made from fruits
mentioned in Tanach symbolizing the Jewish people
(apples,
pomegranates, with some adding grapes and pears).

figs, dates, walnuts, almonds and
The Ari z”l would eat Charoses comprised of grapes,
figs, dates, nuts, apples, pomegranates and pears. The
Ari z”l did mention that the common custom amongst
Ashkenazim was to make Charoses comprised of nuts,

apples and pears.”

As noted above, we explained that one of the reasons
that we eat charoses is that the Charoses serves to
remind us of the “Tapuchim” in Egypt. Rashi and
Rashbam explain that the Jewish women in Egypt
would painlessly and quietly give birth beneath the
apple trees so that the Egyptians would not discover

that a Jewish male was born.
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It should be noted that Tosafos*® explains that the
Biblical word “Tapuach” refers to a citrus fruit, like an
esrog or an orange. This view of Tosafos was also cited
by Harav Yosef Dov Soloveichick zt”.** It is for this
reason that Rav Hershel Schachter shlit”a (in a shiur)
maintains that if one wants to be accurate, he should
use oranges (or other citrus fruits) for the charoses.
Harav Avraham Blumenkrantz zt”l adds that in many
Sefardic homes apples are not used at all for the
Charoses. And that those who do use apples for the
Charoses should also include some citrus fruit or juice.
However, this does not seem to be the common

custom.

The Gemara in Pesachim continues and teaches that
we should add spices to the Charoses to remind us of
the straw in Egypt. The Rama® writes that the custom
is to add cinnamon and ginger. The Baal Hatania
explains that these spices resemble straw because even
after they are grated and ground, they are in strandlike

form, similar to straw.

Although the common custom is to use powdered
cinnamon and ground ginger, it would seem that using
powdered cinnamon and ground ginger would not be a
proper fulfillment of this custom, as they are no longer
shlit”a®®

“Semi-ground, long-shaped spices such as cinnamon

strandlike. Harav David Feinstein writes,
and ginger should alos be added, since they symbolize
the straw that the Israelites had to work with. As of this
writing, unground cinnamon or ginger is not widely

available in America, so people season the charoses
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with ground cinnamon. But this is needless because
ground spices do not symbolize straw. | am surprised
that we neglect to enhance our mitzvah performance
by obtaining this ingredient. In Mishnaic times the
peddlers of Jerusalem would call out, ‘Come and get
your spices for the mitzvah!” (Pesachim 116a). As of
this writing, however, these spices in their unground
form have become available and can be used for

charoses.”

As cited in the previous halachos, the fruit is chopped
up and ground in a thick mixture, in order to resemble
the mortar that the Jewish slaves made in Egypt.
However, if it were to remain thick one would not be
able to dip the Marror in the Charoses. It is for that
reason that we add red wine to the Charoses in order
to thin it out. The red wine content of the charoses
also serves to recall the first of the ten plagues — the

plague of blood.?”

The Chayei Adam and Chok Yaakov write that one
should bring the Charoses to the table while it is thick
and right before one is ready to dip in it the Marror
one adds the wine.

When Pesach falls on Shabbos the wine should be
added before Shabbos. If one forgot to add the wine
before Shabbos, the wine may be added on Shabbos in
an abnormal way. Therefore, the wine should first be
placed into the vessel and then the Charoses is added.
He should not mix it with a spoon or other utensil, but
should mix it by using his finger or by shaking the

vessel.?
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