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Rabbi Yitzchak Sultan Maggid Shuir, Curriculum Developer.

May one play Rummikub on Shabbos:"

Rav Osher Weiss[2] discusses playing Rummikub on Shabbos. In the game, each
player has several numbered tiles. At points in the game, a player will select the
specific tiles that they need to make a pattern or to add onto a pre-existing pattern.
This is permitted as it is considered removing ochel
from pesoles for immediate use. However, at other
points in the game he takes the tiles he does not want
and places them down. The question is whether this
is considered separating pesoles from ochel. Rav
Weiss is lenient and permits this for the following
reasons:

1) All of the tiles are considered to be of the same
min, and according to Rama in se'if gimmel there is
no borer for a set of objects of the same min.

2) Discarding unwanted tiles is not considered
removing pesoles from ochel because the action is
part of the game. All of the tiles are considered ochel.
Therefore, even the act of discarding a tile is considered selecting ochel from ochel.
(3) An act of borer must have a specific purpose and use. However, if the activity is
only to separate for fun, then it is not considered borer.[3]

Rav Osher Weiss writes that even though these reasons are clear, he is not
confident enough to pasken on this as the halachah. Shabbos K’halachah, however,
rules leniently on playing rummikub for the above reasons.[4] [5] Similarly, poskim
explain that there is no issue of borer on shabbos when playing chess, even though
one removes the pieces that are captured by the opponent, for the same reasons
given by Rav Osher Weiss.[6]

[1] See discussion in Shabbos K’halachah 12:120-124. [5] He considers all of the game pieces to be like different
[2] Minchas Asher [Shabbos, Teshuva 6 p. 327] pieces of a chicken, such as the thigh and leg. Just like he
[3] He adds that the Maharshag 1:54 holds that there is no  proves from Mishnah Berurah [319:15] that the pieces of
borer on an item that will not remain separated. Therefore, ~ chicken would be considered one min, so too are game
since one will remix all the tiles together it is not pieces.

prohibited to separate it in the first place. [6]See Minchas Shlomo 2:21:3, Chut Shani Derech
[4] See discussion in [12:124], and [12n233]. Meleches Borer 7:7, Avnei Yashfei 8:74:1.

" TPVINA DNINY IR
AN P"D DW) N2 MWNN 2N (2 PYD OV) 270 NI INTVN PO 1N

(MxN 17T R ,N) NND NIDNI W MITH INIAN IV RN (DY YWY MNINa) R'PYIam
PRI QOYNNY ,PYON MINYT ,NNDA 2°Y AN VYT NN MNN 1IBY PR ANYY AN AN
"1

N9 NNIWnN ,RNYR .RINT TN 2N NAD TN PYON MXN 1197 v NIj7n R XN N
TVIN YW INA RYR IR IPY, TN DAY

MIRNNT NY RN RIR , T2 INXN PIIR IV TNR NIPN XY 2"©7 NN PRY ,MNTY » IR
JPXON PYON '21,N2D1 2N 'R, TR R1AY M0 Ixn Hw

(NDoN MYON) DNITIARD .PYON INT TYIND 7INW ™IN 1T Y 0D IRINY DNWRIN N »°
YV TPV K2 PYONIW (MRN '3 179DNWY) 17» MKRY 77TN 27N X220 (> ,N3 R1aN *J) »N2 103N
PONWIY ,PYON INT TN NINW XYY NT NAWNN .PJON 0N DN NIW1 DN MKRN wHwn

PDNIPR.MIRND '3 1IRWI NIV 1 17DWN [M”73 Y 01w 7P 9913] DY DN MNawN N0’

=yqiam meqsy

13m0 ?"VN 29 BRPDPID DT3PD DAID 277 1302 WNT

YW DI1DNN NN . TYINN 9IN2 pYon nnan 1Y YR MPNpa IwN IY 00NN 18N
272 892 DN W PN MiPa 003730 VIR ,DMInn w7 %pa 13722 - 01 Y31 70 oy
DANNNNY INRY DNIN DNNIAN 1NIR MPNP 1080 TV 992 DN PRY »Y 21w D7) 900

TVINN 9IN2 PPN NINYN DPPDoN

RY T NIRYY DTPNY w1 .MmOwn NYR Y3 179N Nna 1727 NaYn Yw npmpa 197 18 TR
MNawa PYsN 2N MTMKR RIN3N NPADA YN DNYWRIN 12T NP IR ,D°TININ2 NN
.02 DM

PRI, MR DRIPIIYR DY DIVN 1V 0P NAW1 PION DN PRY (R IN) 172171V NIDNA RIPR
299N YW MRN 0N DN

m /T Y MIRY 99 Y MY Tmbn 02w DN MNaw1 PION OTR NP1 912 IR RYPY 127”
[1IMR 1912117 1R IRY IR PINY

199N Y9 "MR"D D1PYN DNV 0P MR IRIY? P 17PN PA IR ROW N1V, RWITN 190N
7109 7922 373 210 O ,”02°1°21 X1 RN MR I (1 ,RT MNY) 2INIW NI MR NRIPI NNXY NI
,N71 X9 D12 PYONN NNAN T (> 1IN T P9 1IN IN) D7ININ PO 1N (DY W PY) T
M, MRV ,PYSN T PR DAV DN MNAW 191 .PI9N MXN R0 1T PN .A0D° DN INRIY

7R JARY 10 DV DN MNIw,MRY

20 DY YW MRA 9923 TYIND DN DRN INMNMNM,DNVRIN N 7Y NIRWN INYY IR

7T R X PAPY DY 02T DT R D2 VP TVIN RN 17T 2,09 MNn) ‘DN R0aN ,mmipn nda
0NN 11DIAT.TVINN YIN2 1PYON DN (T 1390 2 7719) 107 TVIN NIDNA MIWIIPIN PRI (D1
920 Y IR NI 72 RAR 1272239 PNYRY YRIN 127 2239 RNR .RTYINA MNPON Tar w1 12 TN
L[(MTYn 129P) MIYN M XY ,pYon oTR aMN ,17oN MrY7 P> ’YW] 7Y 2IN3 N 790N
,27 9D R0 RANN [(V"NP) 17209 1998 227 ImnT Anavn 872] 77 2103 PR 21 09 R
INRY NN ama2a Pann] ManY amaa nY INo .KRY INRY RN NXYY NI PYON DTR RN amd

7 [(P"N{7) MW INRY 1R TYINA DN2NY VAR, TVINN

[RNITNR 1Y RY ORT 27 RNT] PYON DT IRY 1V D NIAWT 9"PT ORNY GRT MWL wNon
TYINN IN2 PYON MINY 37NN TID? 112 NN MMYRIPN JND YD1 .1Y9N DN Tymn 7Nl

ANRY W11 ,N2NY 2AMI27IMWYT NN L5970 YWD 12T 9”7V (23 17°D NRY NNNN) 3"NDN aNJ 1N
”32N3Y 12 0INRY MInY1Y0R , TVINa onanY Yar ,Tymn

PN TYIND TN PYON DMINY 5710 MIWIPIN PRI X220 (Y9N MIYIN TV 19’D) WRIN 1N
M3 TYINN N2 PYON MPINY MORY TR DRI DV ANIW 2NTIXIIN 2700 DTPYN 190N RN 12T
593) PMAIWNA PIAT IR RN Y91 .TVIND 7N PYON DN PDOY 12T INTY .MM NIw1

0,3

7PN NP NNMD Y1 NDS YW TVINN YIN2” (17N 11°D) 1) NTNNN AN 1N

NIDNI K720 2N 191 ,(MNIN NIDN HD MIVF MIYN) 3NV 07INNN OWA 2ITINN AN 1N
7 PYON 10T RIN 1D TVIN YW INN” (R ,12) 1OF7 TVIN

990 PYON MIN PR DNV DA MNAWAT 19 RNPP” (17 10D PION MaYn) NMINN 19D 1N
”.IN TYINN YN2 DIpn

7TV YW 17112 1IN 2NY "NAWN 122” (VOPN 1D R FIN) VITT MR RMR 13 10

TYVIND NINY D120 D2IWRIN 72T NINI AT TV (DY YO TYIN) P PRNN 13T D3 13 INIAM
RN PYoan Nt
M1 932 Pam1121.1Y9N2 27N TYIND 7N R"Y” (2 PYD XY 112°D) R"NIN PO 13,0370 PIv'n



<K S35 0 NIHRN BT - N0 TN

MR PN RY 7290, pinY

LA DY TR MR INR ITO DNWRIN 12T XN ,JTRY
12 W TVINA YN D3 17971 .12 NN INXN Y MR XM
MNIn NIDNA 'DINN 12N 131 .NIRINN MDRY W7 *71 MR
TVIND N2 NIRYN MDRY 97PRY (MNIAY RN 1”7 2 1Y)
DR 9N "MR” 12 W NDO TYIND 9N NN ,RNIMNRT IRY
12D NR’ NMNNN 2910 ,MID TYINN M ;12w ynn N'aR

RR1S)

12N3 (AM3 MR DY 127 1T R, 1) VP TYIN NIDNA 'DINM
RN MKRNY 12N NDO TVND 91N 235w RIR 97130 717 9D 273
YN MDR R ,NXN NPIR MEN

DR ,N¥N NPIR MXN PV PN 'DINN WY MY v
NYYYY NP MXN NN NDON N> NYIY Y3 NIWNI RN
NP9 Tl NYaw Yo onvp mxn v 0P TYING 'OINn
TVIND PN MR ROW 12N POW 270 [N RINY NIWRI
PRY RN MNIN NIDNA 'DINN DLW 728 .N¥N NYIRA NDO
R7137 .NwKRI 192 NN ONNT NDON 1 TR NN MXN
,ANXYY ROND N . TYVIND N2 MIRY NXN NYIR MAFY 1YY

[Prny mpnnprR

1PINY >12DT VP TYINA 'DINN NPT w197 IWOR INR 71T
R7 ,NWYN YR 2w RIR N N2 PR YN NPIR NP INY
Y MRN YA RYT 72D MNINA 'DIN MR RIPNYT 7°0DN
MR PN N7OR) YYD YR 2R 373 RINY NIRYND NDR

[nmnnn 2w mpnal

DINR ©ON NPT NR IRIN (2 PYD XY 11°D) 290 VIV 1
RN DN 12 MANIN NNXNNY TYINN YIN12 199N DN PRY
RN MR NDOIY MNIN NIDNA 'DINN DLW YD Y IM
'DINN 71273 DNYPT NR IR’ ANI2 MIWNN YIR YN DR

[4]nxn n%ar mxn DyvN VP TVINA

NOR TN RY - 1D 0P H® MKRN MNN IR’ RI1ID TV »°
RPN YWY DY RINW N2 RIR - MXND TN R NIRYNN
(> D) XX D"ND YV THIN ONMPY 19D XM WP
TVMN N2 PIon nnY a1 RYW N7 NPT Dwa RIANY
1M1 D2 19911 TVIdN RN W7 RPN DRNY DIWN ,NYD)
R1PY 127 NYTI TP ORIFN Y AwY mxn » Tumn
DAWY AN 0PN DR WTPY 2N0Y (R 1) NN NIona
N AR LTV YW 17N PYON Man R YRT DN N TN
D), IRIN DLW 2PV RN DT PDO DR DYD MR IRY Y781
RN ,NT 1A K720 NYTI P10 N RY RINw )Y My 971
MPONY YIn MY RN RIR .DNWRIN ONTI 12 IPINN
PYNN NN PYONN NIVID TYINN N Y® 0rD NITEY
RYR 20 0P YW OPD DWITE TYINN YINY ww |, Papm

”.NIRYN 12 NIMNY

Y OPT -7 RIID PYI (N7 119°D) 1RO Y'NIN NIV I
™Y RYY NPRII DY PIRNY ,1IONN 1N MO NP RIFN
RPN RINY 93 RNNDNY:ANI 12T PN, TYIND YIina pyon
M ®MT M ,1Y5N2 12NMY N Y9N XY NN »TR
RIN NP0 MR 12 ROY 921 MR NXY 1NY DN IRY MRY
1N MR 1PNT WI9Y PTNY NIRY AN DY 12V Y, MR NNY
1 0V PR FINYT PRY DMWY 12T NTRY RN .DTP RPN

"M 993 DTN 9272 TYINN YNy

TN YIN AWM 19922 MDD NI YR 97N Yo RPN
2 ,N2ID1 NXN MIXN ‘2 ,NIRIN MR 'R IR 12 ©OW 0PI
RIPN T, TYINI DOIPIN PR TID 9”Y T (NDOI) NN NDR
,IXN ANRY NDON 272 PTN N NPNY 20T 90 9”0 WP
3,0 PYON DT, DNIY1LN 19 DINRI .PPYON AT RN DRN
RIIN IR ,NNN MINND 12 PRI, RINRT NIRIN NDOR 12 PR
(1M1 PDOW 27N PIVM) 1LP TYINA 'DIND *97 Yar TP
DINN N RN DY AMRI YRN NYIR MR W DT

MR 12 ROW RN (N7N R”O NXM YN 90 07an)

MKRAN YA DT PR PIONN NIV "MIR"Y T )N R
WITP 0P RINW 7732),000 NWITP 9V NI MRD RIR ,NNRY
YNN2 MDRY 9”PR ,MXN INKR NDON 27V .PJ9NN 1N VN

Y9N 12 27N 7290, WP ORIPN DY IR

MRAY PRI X209 » N2ITR )T R12DY YIIN PR DR
79DY 1MNIDNI) ITPIYR NNIN I NRIAD 12T NIVID NNNY
w7 ,NYN N2 NYwa PYosn DwaY DR 1TV (N3N 1T
- "M, P00 ¥R MR JNRY DY 210 D1 NAYY IMTT MY

TYVIND INY R¥NI 127N RN DR YaR IR ®> TV N3
[3]mR 11 9DNw Nawn Miny IRYY mw

NIRYN MDRA T NYRY 1IN (DW MAIWN) 9730 R72aWIN 1N
9IN2 PYSN MINY RYY INRNN DYV INRIN RINY .TYVIND N3
10 NIRYNI NDR RINY 299 "MR” ©° 12 DAY 29N TYINN
190 INW MR DN DI P20 PRY SNYT/HNwY An .amnn
NIRYM ,TAIRN NIRIN NPRY NIRYN Y22 MDOR Tvnn v
TARIN NPT 12 MODIND XY 1M NYT 19, RN RNPNRT

"9t

YINT 2aM3I RNYL RINNN (2 1D 20 973 MAIwN) w'RIN D3
10 IR 1Y NIRIND MDR INYTIY 29Y PYoN T TVINN
D NDRY NIXR 17N D1V DN NIV RATINWY AN ,N1Nn
wIow YT 0N 12719 129w Y21, 9N RPN DM NIRYN 702
RIR PR TAR IORY 7272 TYINN 9N YW DIRID MDORY

7RIMNRTN MR RIY RNWAT 127N

121 RN AT R IN) PAPY NIDNA R"AVAIN AN AT PYN
NIRYN MDORT DN PYON NT TVINA INT (DW V7 TVINA
WINRT RNNT 9227 ,RTN”NWY AN .ADOD 1N IR 1IW
TVIN YW 1N PR, DV DN MNAY NNT NN32 RTINYNA
NN NIRYN NN NIW 223 1NIT MR RNT T 13 Y903
13 NIRYNA DMXY DNW 2191 13710 DAV DT MR NI
TARD 72T NIRYN 722 NMNN N IMN TVIN YW 19N R

7IVINN JNRY XNW 701

IYW1) 19D INNN A3 ,DXNINRD 1D NN DNI2TI WP 1N
n"R13M (XY 11°D) 0PN MINIRA D290 (77 117°D NOVILA
(DW) NTPIAR NMNA YD

%99W (TD 1D 3 PYN NRMYN RNTNINI) 1wm YR N3
DWIN DPRY TIIWR 11 30N DR 27807 107,930 79N
M9 12TV AW LTYIND N2 PYSN DM 3T 13T
YIINT PR W, TYVIND YN 1MNN 1N NIRYN NDR ©° DR
0 RN N7MNA NIRIN NDRY 1ND IO ,IMTD M12TN
RPTY R VT ORNY VAR PYON T PR "W DN
INY ® POW RN RINRT IRY TYVIMN N2 NIRRT
"M PTNN RN ,MAT DY AT ONYNY:PDIM 00N
IR ,N"MNA PPN MIN YORYDI P"TAR 7”87 TIT DNIAR
YaR WOl N1 RY DTIDA 2N ,IMTNA DWON DN PRY

7AMNTN PRI PR T7Ip0Y

YR DM MR MYIR NNINN YT RORPINN P70 IR
NYTA 12 37 IWOR PR TRN PIY INM 11T RN (RY 1N°D)
971NN 22AN22 RIN 1) DY NP2 1IN0 1IN 129 OINRY PN
MORY D277 AN RN 197 07NN PYON Ny PRw
YIRD 1°27W NPT Y MYYNYT DIY®Y DM ,DIMRY DYMRY
YA NRINY NRT 1ODDW N NV, INTNA VYO YT RY WITPN

" NNR RYY 1272 DY MY

DMAIDNY ,DNWRIN 2T POW NNYP 9730 YN, DINR
DT IPRY DD NNNN 1N RN TYVIND 9N NIRIN NDRNW
373 DD ,N2ITN RN NIRIN NDRAY DINDM .)YoN

%90 10T RINY

Y9N MIYN2 SWRI NI RIVIN DONT NYP R"NIN NYT Yar
IRWI TYVIND YN PPON MINY W PO (R PYD R 1N°D)
NRTGR PYD PN D) TYVINN 7N MaYN2 IR mwn mnd
9IN2 NIRYN MDORY 97DT NN (R P'D OW DNIAR 1PN
NXP2 MDR TYVIND IN”:0W RIPKR M .ANNN 10 RN TN
IR AW PN N 09T N3N INRPNA MM MIRYN

" PNNY 0NNy

99 NIRINN PNNYT DNIN T2 NI NI YNV R"NDIN NN
N I"IRT ,NMNN M RN MDRN IPYT IRAN AN PIYN TN
DIN3N 0N 0N RYD ,"PNNY DNINY R 1Y Iy v
JNDR PPV RYR I RY 1T RYY DIPNNIIN DY DN
7"D OW) DNIAR 1NN PTPT 191.°NNY D'NINY 1IN0 1IDMm
RYR RNNRT TVIND 7N NIRINWY Y"DT vynwn”mmws nn (R

”.DNINY 1DNY

0T TYIND NNT PO NN, W PIR RN NPT ANYM
.NIRYN NDR YW MR WY IN»IoN

TYVIN) D’WN YV PRITNL FTX NNXD 22T 20 HY 2wy v
qRT 97T ,NNIMM YN NMYN PRT ANIW (T MIWN 3 719 10
PR IR MR PN RY DN N RN NIRIND NDR DR
LTIV . TVIND YINN 1N TARD 12T 12 W RAT ,VINNA NDRN

PR MINY DV D1 NIV NN NWPN RYIPR NDRN DRYT

R DN, TYVIND N 1 03

T TR (R 129D R 779 N¥*2) MNYW YW 002 Y7wInnn R0aN 19
RIP1 N DY 23 YIND MY 93 RN, NI NP INR NIADA
1 DY’ M2 YR .PYON Y R I DOW YN W " PIY
PIY RIPI N DY PR DIIRY TN AN )R RN "RIPI

NIV 0N YW 19DNY

T IRY TYVIND DINY DIWKRIA W NINR DVW DT IMYN
DRI MAWNA RNNTY ORI ,D2IRINA 13 R¥NI 721 .1PYON
PRY RNDN PRI RIWY 17 OV (107 1D NAIWN YY)
191N PYON MINY MDR”INWY N . TYVINN YIN1A PYosn Dman

" TPm v

12°D DXIRIN 1N MPIDD MAYN) NI DINY 27 DWA RN 1N
DW21 ('DY )27 17T R ,1) V7 TYVIN NIDNA 'DINN IR 1 .(0D
TV N2 PYSN N2INY MDRWY 3Nan

1M” AT AN (N 10°D) YT DN TUARIN NYT RN 1N
DR .21 D% MR N> 1Y 2191 PPONN 1N N TYIN Y»
972> X9 Y Y XY

IV (XN YD R PYN NMIY) INNWNA R"IWIN WD N
PN PRY SNYT 2IR NN NIRVWY TVIN w1912 p'on nnan
"R DN D3w

12 NN 373 727N (ND TINY) NIVKRN 19D INN WP 19
(29 9981’0 T PYN) NwN2

DN PN DTPRY TI9D 211 30N YV TN (Ow) Dy nam
92 PYNW 127 51IRN RIND 2T NYIMW TY TYVINA N2 pyon
ANWY NN .PIATI NNIZI1PNNN TRY ,0N2N0Y K7W ANIW RN
MYNYI . TYINN 2N DN2INY RIW TI9D 22 Y2 1301 »way
2ANJW RN I"NRI 1D TYVIND YIN2 DR DNPIN P DTPNY
,TVIND YIN2 DN2INY MDRY TNR INRNIA IRNY 12 NYNY 11
970 STIT SN NI 12 . TYIND 7N DNINYN Wwani 13 Ym
DYVIN WITNI RIPR RINN IMRNM .NIWNA YT 1IRP 7NY
7.0V PINY N°77 7109 YV (T,TD WINN IMT) PN PRY

27 MR DN PINY Y7 D INTN DN IR PPNV
P90 DM DXV DRIPIY D22V DN’ DN NYXR RAD RININD
99 D DRIPI AN DMIN 17PN PPONN IMR DR YW
DR PN Y22 .NvYYN DT YW WRINA DOPRN DY
R7® TYIND N .0Mn 17PN wR1 YW PpYonn on »nv
Y MR MAYNY 1Y PR OINY T YW PYON 11D 1V 0P RIFI
79N NNY YINTA YYW PON 210 D1 Y INIRAN RYR MNXY
YW PYON WRI Y® PYON NIRD N RIR NPRN IPR T HW

TVMN N 100 T YW PYON DAL D 17N ORI

PIT RN TV WINPT RN N RIIND 27 MR DD
NYR1 722991 .11 0P PYI INNYY JIXN 2D O PYI NIRYN
P»on MY Mor NN P Yw pronn bnw o
YHNT Y DN DIPHYN PYON DNY DN NYR MDY, DINR
WRIN 7N MY NI YW PYOND 1apnY ORI 1D YR

”.NVNY NN N°IANN DNY ,DINR 129N NINY

(NTYNN NITNT 2 WIT) MININ YW1 57T "IN 127 NI 1N
PYON MINT PRY (N 719 WNIP XRIPN W) 0PN YD 191
TVINN N2

™Y MOR TYIND 71N (2 PYD XY 19°D) YW PO N
" pon

PRIN DR NNTY "9 (DY) PR R7IN TPIIN 12 PIATN
RN MNIVIPN MPIRYG IWORT PNYVIPIN DNWRIN INIANY
AR .MPIN TYIND YIN2 02 129 PYSN T D DM NAw Y'DT
TYIND INAT NN ,PYON INTIRY 11D DM NAVT 1POITITTY
A o[2]DaNnn NPRY IR DY AMT TV DN PR
ANRT IRNT RVHIR DWT Y93 PRI PR NIIPN N D" INRY
PRY 27T YV RPYS PRANN DR INRPZTI PYSN N1 Naw

993 9 1 YT

9N oRa (0721 T YY) YN 9" nYnnw IRan) 11d
9P MYN NAMINND RIWI.RYT IR 210 DY T MRNA 9921 TVINN
ANRYI 1V DY HY MRN

DR RN 2D DY W MRY WO DNWKRIN N W2 NN 23
DOWKRIN DNANYO MYNY »° AT w1 9N Jaw NarINn
N2 NIRIN NDR OR NMNYNNN YV TYINN N2 pyon nnina

D2OTR ,NNNN 1N MDIRD DRY 112770 R NN N RN TN



YOrucha

<K S35 0 NIHRN BT - N0 TN

vEwHEN BeY

Rabbi Baruch Fried, Dayan Bais Havaad

Credit Sales
and Services

Tarshah

Another form of ribbis derech mekach u’memkar is
known as tarshah, which literally means credit.
According to halachah, payment for a sale is due at
the time that the goods are delivered to the buyer. If
one accepts delivery of the goods but delays the
payment with a promise to pay a higher price later,
this has the appearance of ribbis, as he is paying
money in return for the delayed payment.[1] For
example, if a store sells an item for $100, but offers
the buyer a 60-day extension of payment, on
condition that he pays $120, this would be considered
tarshah.

According to the majority of Poskim, even if the
higher price paid later is the actual market value of
the item, it is still forbidden because a lower price is
This

common in current markets, where shipments are

specified if paid upon delivery.[2] is very

made with an invoice that allows the buyer to pay
later, but offers a discount for payments made earlier
e.g. 2/10, net 30[3]. One should be aware of this
pitfall and avoid it by either arranging a proper heter

iska, paying at the time of delivery, or only agreeing

to have one price.

Once a seller has offered a lower price for paying
upon delivery, he may no longer accept a higher price
for a sale on credit. However, after a permitted credit
sale has been completed, the seller can then offer a
discount to the buyer if he pays earlier.[4]

If the price is unknown because the objects are
unique and have unique valuations, such as animals,
and the market price has not yet been established, one
may sell them at a more expensive price to those who

take them on credit, provided that a lower rate for a
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cash sale is not offered. According to some opinions, it
is forbidden to significantly raise the price of a sale
made on credit to the point where it is obvious to all
that the buyer is paying more because he is taking it on
credit.[5]

Rent

In contrast to a sale, a rental may be offered at a lower
price upfront and a higher price later. The reason is
that according to halachah, a renter only has to pay
after he uses the rental; therefore, the true rental price
is the later price, and the price the owner or landlord
agrees to accept if paid upfront is simply a discount
being offered.[6]

This leniency only applies starting at the time the
rental begins. If the rental has not yet begun, a
payment would be considered pesika, prepayment.[7]
As mentioned earlier, a buyer may not be given a
discounted price for prepayments. For example, if
someone books a wedding hall months in advance, he
may not be given a discount for paying upfront, as it is
obvious that the rental has not yet begun. Although
some Poskim imply that the renter does not need to
move in at the time of payment,[8] it seems that at

least it needs to be possible for him to do so.[9]

Hiring a Worker

As in the case of a rental, an employer may hire a
worker by agreeing to pay him either $100 at the
beginning of his employment or $120 at the end,
because according to halachah, wages are not due
until after the work has been done, and the earlier
lower price is a discount that the worker is offering to
the employer. Here too, a lower price is only permitted
if the payment is given at the time work commences,
and not earlier.[10] For example, a musician hired to
play at a simcha may not offer to be paid either $350

in advance or $500 on the day of the simcha.

It is possible to avoid this problem if such a stipulation

is not clearly specified. As pointed out above by the la-
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ws of pesika, a sale that is unique and has no clear
value may be prepaid for, provided that it is not
specified or clearly apparent that the buyer is receiving
a discount because of the prepayment. Independent
contractors are unique by definition, and therefore if
the discount is not clearly stipulated then it would be

permitted.

This halachah is also relevant to camps that offer an
early bird special. If a camp offers a price of $1,000
several months before the summer, or $1,500 if the fee
is paid at the beginning of the summer, this is
problematic, because the discounted rate is being paid
before any work is done. Even though the camp may
already be working on preparing for the summer, this
is not the work that the parents are paying for, and is

not relevant to them.

[1] Bava Metzia 65a

[2] Pischei Teshuvah Y.D. 173:5; Shu”a HaRav Ribbis 18;
Dibros Neshech
He’arah 37. See however Meiri Bava Metzia 65a and

Moshe Bava Metzia Perek Eizehu

Machaneh Efraim Halva’ah 31, who permit it.

[3] A common purchase agreement wherein the buyer
receives a 2% discount on the net invoice amount if he
pays within 10 days. Otherwise, the full invoice amount
is due within 30 days.

[4] Y.D. 173:3

[51 Y.D. 173:1

[6] Bava Metzia 65a. One may ask: we discussed earlier
that it is forbidden to prepay for an item at a discount
because of the halachah of pesika. If so, why would it be
permitted for the renter to pay this discounted rent at the
beginning of the month? A number of Acharonim discuss
this question, see the Kovetz He’aros 53:9; Kehillos
Yaakov Bava Metzia siman 46, and Dibros Moshe ibid.
[7] Tosafos Bava Metzia 86b

[8] Bais Yosef Y.D. 176 citing the Rashba

[9] Tosafos Bava Basra 86b s.v.
Nekudas Hakesef Y.D. 176:6

[10] Bava Basra 86b

Dinar; Shach and

91 927 PPTRN PRIN AN DT FYW AN NR INXY RN NIN
P NVONY PRI N NP 0T PYONN YIYNY 1DRDN
WIPN DPN PR 1PN RNT DN NITPN RN ,NNXY RN

wNp

1113 ANY »2 NN NYW1 PYaN 1199 Daman nYRY qrl
NPNN NYwA PYsN DWANYN W11 DPDIODN 1ANIYW MIADN
MR PYY » DTR 99w PYNY »1 A”RYAT 12NIW »Y anT
AN 723 RYR PYON YW MR PIX N Tnn avnn
MMR MY 07YY PIX DTRY (TIP1,3 PRY 1"NDN) DINTPN
N1 NYW1 03 PR 199 PYom Naw R vom n'rn 0oy

2%en vavy v nn

PPTNN (R 19D T PUN NMIR NRN DNAR) VLRI NTIM
NN NYYN NPR MKRNY INR 19X PYON DwNYN N
nYwW21 PYoN w1aYY arnY v N2ITR )99 90N 120w nn RIR

IR NPNI YW RPN RINY 17NN DPYY MRINY 1T Inw

RNT ,ANXYI MKRN RN MR T NVONY NPV I1IRN IR
NYW1 PYON ®1277 R MR 1PN DNYLNIYR IRY IRT YRWN



<K S35 0" NIHNN BT - N0 TN

Dr Menachem Jacobs

X1 BSYp

To Heal or Not to Heal: The Halachic Boundaries of Life-Sustaining Care

The Gemara (Bava Kama 85a) cites the well-known
phrase “N97" NO” (Shemot 21:19), meaning “he shall
surely heal.” as proof that physicians are both
permitted and obligated to heal. The Shulchan Aruch
(Yoreh De’ah 336:1)
withholds treatment when capable of healing violates
“VU1 DT 7V TNun N7"—“Do not stand idly by the
blood of your fellow” (Vayikra 19:16).

codifies that a doctor who

Until the mid-20th century, most people died at
home. However, advances in life-sustaining medicine,
(1960s-70s),

inotropic

including  ventilators
(1970s-80s), and

improve heart function (1980s-90s), drastically altered

vasopressors
agents to artificially
end-of-life care. Ventilators allow respiratory support
far beyond what would otherwise be possible,
vasopressors artificially maintain blood pressure, and
inotropes sustain cardiac function, leading to a shift
where most deaths now occur in hospitals, often with

extensive medical intervention.

While these technologies save lives, they also raise
ethical and halachic dilemmas. Are we obligated to
use every available treatment, even when recovery is
unlikely? Does sustaining biological function always
align with the Torah’s mandate to heal? Over the next
few columns, we will explore the halachic framework
of end-of-life care, outlining the various opinions of
the poskim when treatment is obligatory, when it may
be withheld, and how contemporary Poskim navigates
these complex decisions in an era where death is

increasingly medicalized.

Chayei Olam vs. Chayei Sha’ah vs End of Life

We have previously explored the distinction between
chayei olam (long-term life) and chayei sha’ah (short-
term life) and established that we are not always
required to pursue additional treatment when
longevity is uncertain. However, it is important to
note that the primary sources in that sugya focused on
whether we are obligated to pursue a treatment that

carries additional risk, weighing short-term survival

against long-term outcomes (see Taz Yoreh Deah
155:2).

The present discussion, however, raises a different
halachic consideration—not about whether we must
take a risky intervention, but whether we are obligated
to act when there is no additional risk to intervene and
a near certainty of death if we refrain from treatment.
While these cases are distinct, we will see that many
poskim borrow language and logic from the sugya of
chayei olam vs. chayei sha’ah, which in itself is a
halachic innovation in how we approach end-of-life

care.

Life at All Costs? The Halachic Debate on Prolonging
Life

It is natural to assume that Jewish law mandates all

possible interventions to extend life and delay death.
Some authorities maintain that the sanctity of life is
infinite, and indivisible,

absolute, requiring its

preservation in all circumstances—regardless of
suffering, prognosis, or even the patient’s will (Gesher

HaChayyim 1:2b, note 3; Rabbi Yisrael Immanuel jak-

obovits, HaRefuah ve-haYahadut, 152; Rabbi Eliezer
Yehuda Waldenberg, Tzitz Eliezer 10:25, ch. 6).

Certain sources support this position. The Mishnah in
Pirkei Avot (4:17) states: “More precious is one hour of
repentance and good deeds in this world than all the
life of the World to Come.” Similarly, the Gemara
(Avodah Zarah 18a) recounts the martyrdom of Rabbi
Chanina ben Teradyon, who was condemned by the
Romans to be burned alive. As he endured unbearable
pain, his students urged him to open his mouth and
inhale the flames, hastening his death. He refused,
saying: “It is preferable that He who gave me my soul
should take it away; one should not harm oneself to

hasten death.”

While aggadic literature underscores the spiritual value
of suffering and the atonement it brings, the halachic
obligation to actively prolong life at all costs remains
unclear. Rabbi Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky (Karyana de-
Iggerata, 190) highlights this tension: “In my youth, I,
too, heard the principle that one must do everything
possible to prolong a patient’s life, even if only for a
moment. | did not know of an authoritative source for
this principle. However, it seems to me that the idea
requires further consideration because in Shulchan
Aruch (Yoreh De’ah 339), it is made clear that one
may remove an impediment to death. Only actively
hastening death is prohibited... All this requires more
thought.”

Indeed, many poskim maintain that while the sanctity
of life is of utmost importance, it is not an absolute
and unyielding obligation in all circumstances. They
hold that in clearly defined cases, where a patient is
enduring severe suffering at the end of life, halacha
that
merely prolong the dying process (Minchat Shlomo
1:91, Yaskil Avdi vol. 7, Y.D. 40, Igros Moshe Y.D.

2:174:3). In the upcoming columns, we will delve into

permits refraining from invasive procedures

this complex issue and more fully examine the

perspectives of the above poskim.
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