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Tachash hides served two distinct functions in the Mishkan; they constituted the
uppermost overlay of the Mishkan itself[1] (Teruma 26, 14) and were the used for the
coverings that protected the keilim of the Mishkan’s during transportation (Bamidbar
4,6;8;,10; 12; 14).

The tachash appears only once more in Tanach; in the nevuah of Yechezkel
describing Hashem's care for Klal Yisrael during the period of yetzias Mitzrayim. In
that context he says &N 37VaN1 NR{71 qW7NI, “I clothed you with embroidery and
gave you shoes of tachash” (Yechezkel 16, 10).
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challenging and in the. case of tachash there
are multiple opinions in Chaza”l and in
subsequent generations of Torah commentary.
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Is Tachash Kosher?

The Bavli (Shabbos 28a) establishes that the overlay of the Mishkan was fashioned
from the hide of a kosher species and cites the opinion of R. Nechemya that it was a
kosher species that resembled the colorful appearance of a squirrel[2] and later
clarifies that it is now extinct[3].

However, the Yerushalmi (Shabbos 2, 3. An almost identical passage can be found in
Koheles Raba 1, 9) records the opinions of (the same) R. Nechemya and R. Yehuda
that the tachash hides were of a non-kosher species, identified as 112'0j772 and 111"0
respectively. What do these two words mean?

Musaf Ha’aruch[4] and Jastrow both say that }11'0j772 is a combination of two Greek
words; X721 and N72 .]17'0j7 (yaA€n[5]) refers to a type of weasel. 112'0j7 either means
imported (Musaf Ha’aruch) or more specifically, imported by the Axeinoi people,
namely people who live around the Pontus Axenus, the Black Sea (Jastrow). 11210 is a
violet or blueish colored material (Aruch (J11"N) & Jastrow (]1'0'7N)[6]).

Accordingly, R. Nechemya holds that D'&NN NNIY is a type of imported weasel fur,
and R. Yehuda holds that it was the blueish hide of an animal.

Tachash; A Rediscovered Extinct Species?

Both the Bavli (Shabbos 28b) and the Yerushalmi (ibid.) preserve a mesorah that the
tachash was a unique creature that existed only temporarily to fulfill its designated
purpose for the Mishkan, and subsequently it became extinct. At face value this seem
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The Halachos of Ribbis:
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Conditional Ribbis

Third-party Ribbis

As a rule, the Torah only prohibits ribbis if it is given
directly from the borrower to the lender. However, it
is permitted for a third party to pay the lender to grant
or extend a loan (Bava Metzia 69b). There are several

limitations to this rule, which are as follows:

The borrower may not pay the third party to
perform this act, and may not promise to reimburse
him.

The borrower may not explicitly tell the lender that
the third party will pay extra on his behalf.

Some Poskim prohibit the borrower from originally
soliciting the third party to give money to the lender
[even though the borrower will not be reimbursing
him], but others permit doing so and one may be
lenient.

The third party may not promise to pay the lender
an ongoing fee for as long as the loan is extended, as
this would make the third party as well a borrower

with interest.

Similarly, a borrower may pay a third party to
facilitate an interest-free loan from a lender. However,
this may not be arranged with the lender beforehand,
and if it is, it would be considered ribbis d’oraysa.
This is prohibited even if the principal and interest
will go to a third party or charity. For example, one
may not lend $100 with the stipulation that the
borrower will repay him $100 and give $10 to
tzedakah. Even if one says that the entire $110 should
go to tzedakah, this is still considered ribbis d’oraysa
(Y.D. 160:13-14).
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Footnotes On page 4, lower section 91N RPN 729N

Ribbis in The Form of a Penalty

It is forbidden to impose a penalty for the late payment
of a loan because this is a form of haramas ribbis, a
deceitful circumvention of the prohibition of ribbis.
The reason it is not considered actual ribbis is because
it is not payment for the right to retain the lender’s
money for an extended time. Rather, one does not owe
any interest until the loan’s due date, and then owes
the entire interest amount when the due date passes,
but still has not received thereby the right to delay
payment. If the penalty for the late payment of a loan
is recurring, for example, if for each month that passes
the borrower must pay an additional fee, this would be
considered actual ribbis and not merely a haramah
(Y.D. 177:14-16).

Rema (Ibid) permits a penalty for delayed payment if it
is made in the course of a sale. For example, one may
sell goods on credit [in a situation where tarsha does
not apply, such as if there is an established market
price for the item], and stipulate that if the buyer does
not pay on time, a penalty will be applied.
Alternatively, a buyer may pay for merchandise at a set
price [in a situation where pesika does not apply, such
as if the seller has the merchandise in stock], and
stipulate that if it is not delivered on time, the seller
will have to provide additional merchandise, or a
discount on the price. Moreover, the buyer may even
stipulate that if the seller defaults, the purchase money
must be returned plus an additional amount, provided
that the seller has the ability to deliver the goods as

originally intended (Chavos Da’as ibid).

However, a sale may not be structured in a way that by
paying the penalty, the defaulting party is granted extra
time to deliver, as this is the equivalent of buying extra
time, which is ribbis. Additionally, any penalty may
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only be a one-time payment, not recurring (Shulchan
Aruch HaRav Ribbis 48). If there are recurring payment
dates, a separate penalty may be applied to each one.
For example, service fees that are due every month

may each carry a one-time penalty for non-payment.

Buy-Back Options

It is forbidden to sell a property or object with the
stipulation that the seller may repossess the property or
object at a later date if he returns the purchase money.
A stipulation that allows the sale to be retracted turns
the sale into a loan of the purchase money from the
buyer/lender to the seller/borrower, and the interim
usage of the object is considered ribbis given to the
(Bava Metzia 65b).
apply even if the stipulation that the seller may

buyer/lender The same would

repossess was not expressed specifically, if the
common custom is to allow such a repossession. If
such a sale was made, any usage of the property or
object by the buyer is considered ribbis d’oraysa. The
reverse is true as well: if the sale was made on credit,
the seller may not withhold the object and use it until
the money is paid, because the item already belongs to
the buyer, and using it is ribbis being paid to the seller

in exchange for the delayed payment (Y.D. 174:1).

if the
structured as a complete and final

Some Poskim allow this practice sale is

sale with a
stipulation that the buyer must sell the object back to
the seller at a later time. Other Poskim reject this
position; however, some suggest that if there is a set
time limit for the seller to demand the right to buy it
back, after which time he loses this right, it would be
permissible (Pischei Teshuvah Y.D. 174:1). [Seemingly,
it would also be forbidden to sell an item with a return
policy that allows the buyer to use the item and return

it at will for a full refund.]
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-s difficult as the tachash features as a material for
making shoes in Yechezkel’s prophecy (cited above).
However, according to the Pesikta Rabsi (33) the
‘shoes’[7]

understood

in Yechezkel’s prophecy should not be

literally; rather, they constitute a
metaphorical allusion to the tachash covering of the
Mishkan itself.Alternatively, Rav Saadia Gaon renders
tachash as WANT in Arabic, which (Ibn Janach & Reb
Avraham ben Harambam both say) means tanned
leather[8], rather than a specific animal species[9],
and thus the pasuk in Yechezkel does not present any

challenge[10].

Rashi (Teruma 25, 5) however clearly identifies the
tachash of the Mishkan as a multicolored species. How

does he deal with the shoes referenced in Yechezkel?

The commentaries offer various solutions:

1) Mizrachi argues that there are two distinct tachashs.
The one referred to by Yechezkel is a multi-colored
non-kosher species which is still extant. The other was

kosher and is the extinct species mentioned by Rashi.

2) Gur Arye (and Maharsha) explain that ‘temporary’
doesn’t mean that it was literally only there for use in
the Mishkan, but rather that it was in existence only
during that era but was used for mundane items too.
This their
prophesy referring to the Jews in the days of Moshe.

explains appearance in Yechezkel; a

3) Divrei Dovid (the Turei Zahav’s commentary to

Rashi) suggests that the tachash of Yechezkel means

[1] According to R. Nechemya it was made of a mix of a tachash
and goat hide (Shabbos 28a. Rashi (Teruma 26, 14) records this as
the opinion of R. Yehuda).

[2] The term the Gemara uses is 7N NN which Rashi simply says
is a non-Kosher species. | have followed Jastrow who translates it
as squirrel and who understands 17'N N7n to literally mean
‘hanging on a tree’. Though common squirrels are not colorful,
colorful squirrels do exist — see images below. The Aruch on the
other hand assumes that 17'N N7N is a Greek word and describes it
as a small, cat-like, colorful creature that was used in hunting
rabbits. | have not managed to find any definitive identification of
the Aruch’s identification, (see ,NO1MN DNIAX 7)) DM 'O7W
(M 'v v'wn 07w DN nITan who reports  unsuccessfully
researching the Aruch’s definitions and challenges the claim that
17'N N7 is a Greek word).
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The Prevost's Squirrel
The Malabar Squirrel

leather in general, whereas the tachash of the Mishkan

was a specific species which is now extinct.

Somewhat surprisingly, none of these commentaries
note that in fact Rashi in Yechezkel gives a precise Old
French definition to tachash, 1Iw"0, or badger[11].
Badgers are certainly still extant and so a synthesis
between Rashi in Chumash and Rashi in Yechzkel,

would necessitate an approach similar to that of Mizra-

[3] DND2 NaIN D'D] Nwyn NPl INVYY7 77 "N wnnny ar )y
'NN1 1 NVYT NNININA YAISNI DY NAI0N \wnind'.

[4] The Aruch is a widely regarded glossary of difficult words in
Gemara & Midrashim by the 11th century Italian sage R. Nosson
ben Yehchiel. In 1655, Binyamin Musaphia printed a supplement
titled ‘Musaf Ha’aruch’ adding definitions for many Greek and
Latin words found in Chazal. Contemporary editions of the Aruch
have merged the two works into one Alphabetically sorted work.
Musaf Ha’aruch’s additions are often prefaced with “Inx) "1'n
(1'n"2 or the like.
[51https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CE%B3%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%
AD%CE%B7

[6] N'7ON NNV — D'WNN NNV ''9 0'VawN DN 02,

[7] The root ‘7V1 doesn’t strictly mean a shoe but can also mean a
glove (Bechor Shor Shemos 3, 5. Targum Rus 4, 8). If 7V1 indeed is
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chi (though it should be noted that a multi-colored
badger species does not readily correspond to any

known variety)

However, given that the medieval Jewish translation
(17 (woro)
translate tachash of the Mishkan as ‘badger’ too, it

traditions of France and Ashkenaz
seems more likely that Rashi in Chumash and Rashi in
Yechezkel represent two different traditions that need

not be synthesized with each other.

Celebrating Details
Every aspect of the Mishkan teaches us something

valuable in our avodas Hashem.

The intrinsic aspects of Torah, Mitzvos and serving
Hashem are represented by the Mishkan and its
various components. The coverings represent the so-
called ‘extras’. The customs and traditions that are

designed to protect, enhance and create an
atmosphere for our relationship with Hashem to thrive.
It goes without saying that the intrinsic aspects of
Torah and Mitzvos are vital. But sometimes we may

lose focus when it comes to the ‘extras’.

Rashi that
celebrates and takes pride in its colorful design. Rashi

describes the tachash as an animal

is teaching us that the pride and beauty of the
Mishkan, and by extension our personal Mishkan, is
created when we cherish and celebrate the ‘extras’; the
atmosphere, the customs and traditions that make
Yiddishkeit vibrant.

a generic term for a leather item designed to cover or protect
another the Pesikta’s reading of the pasuk in Yechezkel as referring
to the embroidery and the leather coverings of the Mishkan may be
much closer to the peshat than it would initially appear to be.

[8] Influenced by Rav Qafih, many have quoted Resag as saying
‘black leather’, however this does not appear to be correct, see
Rabbi Maimon’s notes Reb Avraham ben Harambam.

[9] We referenced earlier the Ibn Ezra’s deduction that the tachash
overlay was made of a thick durable material which he surmises
was ox leather, (commonly used for shoes, cow leather is
commonly used for softer things such as upholstery). As he often
does, Ibn Ezra is presumably following Resag’s approach that
tachash is a description of the material, not the species.

[10] nnw "n eni7" DW n7wnn 112N 2T NIN'NN N¥{7 vnwn 1",
[11]_https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/taisson
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