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Rabbi Chaim Avraham Zakutinsky

Chanukah Candles and Shabbos

The time for lighting the Chanukah
candles on Friday is after Plag
Hamincha, before sunset, and should
burn a half hour after Tzeis
Hakochavim. Therefore, care should
be taken to see that there should be
enough oil in the Menorah at the time
of the lighting, to burn for the required
amount of time. One should preferably
daven Mincha first and then kindle the
Chanukah lights. However, if this is not
possible, one may light first and then
daven Mincha. One should rather
daven Mincha with a minyan after
lighting the Chanukah candles, then
daven alone before lighting the
candles.
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On Erev Shabbos, the Chanukah lights
are kindled before the Shabbos candles, even if a man is lighting the Shabbos
candles. The reason is that there is a view which holds that men are mekabel
Shabbos when they light the Shabbos candles and melacha is then prohibited.
Although most poskim disagree with this view, and feel that men are not mekabel
Shabbos when lighting the Shabbos candles, the custom is to preferably conduct
oneself accordingly.

However, if a man lit the Shabbos candles (and did not intend to usher in Shabbos),
he may kindle the Chanukah lights afterwards. This Halacha concerns a man, who
does not accept Shabbos by lighting the Shabbos candles. However, when a
woman lights the Shabbos candles, the custom is that the she does accept Shabbos
and is prohibited from doing any melacha. Therefore, if she should, accidentally,
light the Shabbos candles, she is no longer permitted to kindle the Chanukah lights.
She should, instead, instruct another person to light for her (as long as it is before
sunset) and recite the blessing "Lehadlik Ner Shel Chanuka" on her behalf. She may,
however, recite "Sheasa Nissim".

The poskim debate whether one should light the Chanukah lights before reciting
Havdalah on Motzei Shabbos Chanukah, or is Havdalah recited before kindling the
Chanukah lights. In shul, the custom is to light Chanukah lights first. At home,
however, since there is basis for both views, one should continue to conduct
himself according to his own custom. If one has no specific custom, he should
perform Havdalah first and then kindle the Chanukah lights.

Berurah and Biur Halacha 681 for full
discussion.

[4]Opinion of Harav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin
zt"l cited in Luach and of Harav Shimon
Eider zt"l in Halachos of Chanukah page 44.

[1] Refer to Shulchan Aruch 679,Mishnah
Berurah 2 and Kitzur Shelah.

[2] Mishnah Berurah 679:1.

[3]See Shulchan Aruch, Rama, Mishnah
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Dear Rabbi Zakutinsky,

I thoroughly enjoyed your article on Chanukah
lighting requirements for party attendance—it was
both clear and insightful. As | was reading, a related

question came to mind:

How should a family handle Chanukah lighting when
the parents have very different work schedules? For
example, if one parent is able to be home at the ideal

time for lighting, but the other won't return for several

hours, is it preferable for the first parent to light on
time, or should they wait so the entire family can

participate together? I'm curious about how to balanc-

mY NPn AN T IRYNY oW MT7 701 pwnm
91 HRIY NPYIVDN 1IN NPTIPY .RVNY MNXY NR Y’ NIDNY
qR1 ANIIN NNY 13® DIV I INDYR WRI NINNI RON
93w Y HY R 13 WY DAY ANTI (2,30 PR) YIpT
993 mama &Y XN DN L,RIDD YW N wnnY ann nnmd
DT 93 DY ,DPTR YR RN NPT DYYI YY NNV 171avn
17N NN ARYNI NPV INVY PO PDT 117 NP NY 1IN
T HY MPTINY IMOYRN 0D L, RVNN NP DN TRY RLNN
,DVOY) 2PV’ NYNPAITIRD 7NN ANI AT PYN .Ta%3 29NN

MRON Y'NIN ORI ("Y1 9T

DYV (35w TINY ,YIN 19D YV MIYNI) ANI MY 1’ 19D
YY 037 12N3 w'N9Y MY 9™ TY9T” :a9N N'PIR 3NMNY qDN
D»N PYOW1 PTPRM IR’ YPINA PYN DIV PRY MWD 1P
99DNY PINN 190N R0AN (2 N MR ) PN 1Yy
YV 037 12N DN DPPY INT RYW 299 DNPMNNA 7 WVNYY
D7NN DMAT W'Y IRIY OYRA PYN DIV PRY MWD 1P
9931 0NY P R 0N PR MNNAN Y2 10Nww »aT 9" 0"
,NTIVD PN RY V"NM 29N 798N 17X VINYY MNN W2
131 NA3 MXN NTIVD 223V DPDIDA INIANI IV RHT RINY
2PN RY No1IN2 Yar .awa 07anin and Mo NTYDa 1)
NPDN TINY XD MIDID PIY NT DIY ,POW MR W'NON

"DNNna Y3 10Nww nwo)

1 PYN) 13 12T NI OIPRIY DORY0) D277 1R »Y Man
2N NN ANWN 2PN RYT DYV NN (DY 1D
IMI2NY TN Y D DIN MYRINWNIY DY NN RN
17DN N P NHD RNV RIY DI .IDOLNY NMNXY NDNY
NN PNY NI PR 19 0I3T IN IT N RY NNy
DYDLI R DI MR PIDI P71 1IN PIATY R NN
ANWY NN .NNN DRYDI DI2T 23 IR DRANY TR NN Y
W17 XYY DIIDN NYT DY 1V 1Y IRINWY INNRY TN
97191 P”I3 NAYN Y"DT ,NNNYNN NNXI DIWN NN NNwn
TOTIN 2”Y 7PN DIN MYRINWNW 297 ,72TH DYva TY Y"ON)
12922 D NN NAWY LIV DI .INXY NDNY INIINY
DNN2AR FWRA P ,NNXY NIDN N 07N ,NRNDI RIY YHYN
MY PN RYY 1P WY DA TR AN YN DA TN

NN NN O 1PN RY AN 1T

ANDR (R 1YY QT A'NI) PUOTIN MITY DML I"RWN
V79P) PYINI Y'NA 2”3 NRT ™IV WM ,ANNN NTW ND2IN
120,191 PNDR INDN 22X INRIY 1IN DNNN 1D INDR (27D
NPN POY AT JaM YW IR YW YN NINDM Annw

.NNNw NNwn

Y DA RNPN XD TY RDN PRIN NN 0YIR 30
[1]nmn Y872 3030 19D2 RN .NININA NDD 91IRY 300N
AR NN 127 72T 97V DT AN MPN (NS TINY 1 PIN)
YV MM [D7anIn *ar] 9D 12 MN»N 127 AN :0"aNIN
DIW31 7707 PR NN PIv 9 w11oa Ay nw'hal ,myonn

NNNWI NNWN MY 1121 73 200,97 20N 19°08) a0

e the mitzvah of lighting at the appropriate time with

the value of family involvement in the mitzvah.

This scenario seems to be increasingly common, and

I’d greatly appreciate your guidance on the matter.

Yooef adtler

Thank you,

Dear Reb Yosef,

The optimal time to light candles is when the sun
disappears from view. This is because the miracle will

be publicized (pirsuma nisa) for the people who pass
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by and see the candles.

The poskim debate the exact timing of the mitzvah:
hold

immediately after sunset, while others hold the proper

Some the preferred time for lighting is
time is at the conclusion of the setting- which is when
the 3 stars appear. The Rama (OC 672:2) writes that

this was true when candles were lit outside the house.

Nowadays, candles are generally lit indoors and the
main pirsuma nisa is for the members of the family,
and candles may be lit any time at night. Nonetheless,

the Rama writes that even so, it is preferable to light
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early in the evening, so that passersby will see the
candles in the window.

The question arises of what to do when one member
of the household cannot be home at the proper time:
Should the spouse light at the proper time and fulfill
the obligation for both of them or should they wait to
light together as a family, albeit after the "proper" time
has passed? Rav Ovadia Yosef zt'l (Yechava Daas
3:51) discusses this issue at length and he concludes
that it is preferable for a husband to ask his wife to
light for him at the proper time than to wait for him to
come home later in the evening. This way he fulfills
his obligation with his wife's lighting at the proper
time. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"l (Halichos
Shlomo Chanukah page 298) likewise rules that it
would be optimal for a husband to tell his wife to light

for him and not to wait.

However, in this instance | believe that most follow
the view of Rav Yaakov Kamanetzky zt"l (Emes
L'Yaakov page 251). He is cited as ruling as follows:
"Question: If the husband is delayed at work, is it
preferred for his wife who is at home to light for him
at the proper time? Answer: Even though according to
the strict letter of the law it would seem to be so (to
have the wife light), however, for shalom bayis
purposes | do not believe that this is a good idea (rath-
er they should wait to light together).

Nittel nacht

Many Jews have a custom not to learn Torah on the
night preceding December twenty-fifth. This night is
referred to as Nittel Nacht. Most Jews, however, learn
Torah on Nittel Nacht. For practical halacha, one

should follow his or her custom and consult a rav.

Some poskim question whether one may marry on
Nittel Nacht. The Netai Gavriel cites the Sefer Chazon

I=3aaR>]am] S50 130 KITIDM 7PN

The opposite is also true. If the husband is home at
the time of lighting and the wife is at work, although
he definitely is not required to wait for her, as she
fulfills her obligation with the husband's lighting,
even if she is not currently at home. Nevertheless, this
is not the proper thing for the husband to do. Rather,
he should wait for her to arrive home and light togeth-
er, "Although lighting Chanukah candles is a mitzvah
which is exceedingly beloved (Rambam Hil.Chanukah

Yeshayahu who reports that the Satmar Rebbe zt"l was
against arranging weddings on this night.

However, the Sefer Shulchan Haezer notes that two
great Rabbanim made weddings on Nittel Nacht. He
adds that one of the Rabbanim was a grandchild of
the Chasam Sofer, and that perhaps he had a tradition

from his grandfather to permit marriage on Nittel Nac-

22 NYAIR Y2 m0nY 7Y NN, NNvana mnwva YT MRINY NI orT
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4:12), nonetheless, it does not come at the expense of
family harmony and good will in the home. If one
only has one candle on Friday, and cannot procure
another, it should be used for Shabbos candles and
not for Chanukah candles, because Shabbos candles
were instituted to foster shalom bayis, i.e. peace and
harmony in the home. Without light people would be
unable to see, and shalom bayis would be negatively
impacted (Shulchan Aruch OC 678:1 from Gemara
Shabbos 23b). In our case as well, lighting candles
without waiting for one’s spouse to arrive will
potentially have a negative impact on shalom bayis,
and one should therefore wait until his wife comes
home.

Indeed, the Chafetz Chaim related that his Rebbi, R’
Nochum of Horodna, was always exceedingly careful
to light Chanukah candles at the proper time — but
when his wife was late in coming home, he delayed
lighting Chanukah candles until she arrived. R” Chaim
Kanievsky related a similar story regarding R’ Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld. Both R’ Nochum and R’ Yosef
Chaim explained their rationale as we explained
above: shalom bayis takes precedence over Chanukah
candles (see Tuvcha Yaabiu, Lech Lecha, pg. 74-75;
Ner Chanukah 2 fn. 8).

Clnin Qrvaham Zokictinoky

ht. The Netai Gavriel adds that the accepted custom
in Israel is to rule leniently and allow for weddings to
take place on Nittel Nacht. This was also the view of
Elyashiv zt"l. A
permissible view can be found in the Sefer Yalkut

Harav  Yosef Shalom similar

Yosef.

Tetwid Mackon Swicka
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Rabbi Elisha Pearl
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The Maccabees and Timeless Halachic Lessons for Jewish Defense:

Two Chanukah Miracles
Chanukah celebrates two miracles,[1] the Neis Pach
HaShemen (miracle of the flask of oil) and the Neis
Nitzuach Milchamah (miracle of military victory

against a superior army).

The Neis Pach HaShemen is more central in our
observance, but the military victory - referenced twice
daily in Shemoneh Esreh throughout Chanukah -
carries crucial halachic implications that remain vital

today.

Machsheves Yisroel teaches that there are two sorts of
HaMelubash B'Teva

enclothed in the natural order) and Neis L’Maalah Min

miracles, a Neis (miracle

HaTeva (a miracle that transcends the natural order.
[2]

Chanukah’s
HaMelubash B'Teva — Unlike the exodus from Egypt,

military triumph represents a Neis
where divine intervention was overt, the Chanukah
victory manifested through natural means: strategic
planning, and military engagement, guided by divine

providence.

The story of the Chanukah war is not a mere historical
account, but instead contains an urgent contemporary
call for organized defense in Jewish communities the

world over.

Historical Foundations
While most Jewish holidays which have a well known
associated Torah text, the detailed account of the
Chanukah miracles and wars appear in a little known
series of works called Sefer Maccabim, the book of

Maccabees.[3]

The drama begins when King Antiochus decides to
make a uniform religion in his kingdom, erasing the
local religions. In the book of Maccabees Volume 1,

Chapter 2 we learn:

The king’s officers came to the city of Modi’in to make
the people abandon Hashem’s Torah and worship
idols. Many Jews joined them, but Matisyahu and his
sons stood firm.

The king’s officers told Matisyahu: “You are a leader
among your people, with many sons and a large
family. Therefore, come forward first to fulfill the
king’s command. You and your sons will find favor in
the king’s eyes, and he will give you gold, silver, and

precious gifts.”

Matisyahu raised his voice and said: “We will not
forsake the commandments of Hashem our G-d and
break His covenant with us. Therefore, we will not

exchange our traditions for the king’s decrees.”

He ran through the city crying out: “Whoever is

zealous for Hashem’s Torah and maintains His

covenant — follow me!” He and his sons fled to the

wilderness, leaving their possessions in the city. All
those touched by the Torah of Hashem followed them
and fled to the wilderness. They dwelled there with
their livestock, for the

wives, children, and

persecution had become extremely severe.

The Greeks suddenly rose up to attack them on
Shabbos, saying: “How long will you refuse to listen
to the king’s voice? Come out from here and do his
bidding, and you will dwell securely.” The Jewish
people answered: “We will not come out, for we will
not do the king’s bidding, nor will we desecrate
Shabbos.”

The Greeks

weapons of war against it. The people inside did not

approached the cave and arranged
raise their hands to throw stones or block its entrance.
They said: “Let us die in our innocence, and let
heaven and earth witness that you kill us wrongfully.”
The Greeks attacked them on Shabbos and killed all
who were in the cave — their wives, their children,
and their livestock. The dead numbered about a

thousand.
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When Matisyahu and his companions heard of this,
they were deeply distressed. They said to one another:
“If we do as our brothers did, not standing against the
gentiles for our lives and our Torah, they will soon
destroy us.” That day, they declared: “If our enemies
come to fight us on Shabbos, we will go out against
them and defend ourselves, and not die as our

brothers did in the caves.”

This passage becomes an important source in Torah
discourse for the permissibility of Jewish self-defense
on Shabbos.[4] Matisyahu and his companions, the
rabbinic elders of the time, gave the psak halachah
(halachic ruling) that Shabbos must be violated in

order to preserve Jewish lives.

Desecrating Shabbos for Jewish Self-Defense
The story of the Maccabees is the first explicit source
stating that Shabbos must be violated in order to save
lives. The Gemaral5] records these principles through

a parallel incident that occurred generations later:

Initially, they [Jewish defenders] would leave their
weapons in a house close to the [city] wall [so as not
to unnecessarily carry the weapons on Shabbos]. On
one occasion, enemies noticed them and pursued
them. The Jewish defenders entered [the house] to
retrieve their weapons, and the enemies entered after
them. [Many Jewish defenders were killed as a result].
At that time, the sages instituted that Jewish defenders
should return home with their weapons [even if this
entailed violating Shabbos].

Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: When gentiles
lay siege to Jewish cities, we do not go out against
them with weapons, nor do we violate the Sabbath

because of them.

When does this apply? When they come concerning
monetary matters [to merely steal] But if they come
concerning matters of life [with intent to kill or
kidnap], we go out against them with weapons and

violate Shabbos to fend them off.

And in a border city, even if they haven’t come to
threaten lives but only to steal straw and hay, we
confront them with weapons even in violation of
Shabbos

Rav Yosef bar Minyomi said in the name of Rav Nach-

man: Babylon is considered like a border city.

We see again that in response to tragedy, the Rabbis
ruled that one must violate Shabbos rather than take
the risk of Jewish people dying.

Rambam codifies these laws in the Laws of Shabbos:
[6] When performing life-saving activities on Shabbos
that violate Shabbos rules, we don’t assign them
gentiles, minors, servants, or women, so that Shabbos
should not be treated lightly in their eyes. Rather, they
should be done by the greatest and wisest of Israel. As
it says (Leviticus 18), ‘which a person shall do and

live by them’” — live by them, and not die by them.

This teaches that the laws of the Torah are not
the world but

kindness, and peace in the world.

vengeance in rather compassion,

And regarding those heretics who say that engaging in
activity to save life on Shabbos is forbidden Shabbos
desecration, Scripture says (Ezekiel 20), ‘I gave them
statutes that were not good and laws by which they

could not live.

The Shulchan Aruch codifies the Gemara in Eiruvin, in
the Laws of Shabbos:[7] If gentiles lay siege to Jewish
cities: if they come concerning monetary matters, we
don’t violate Shabbos to confront them;[8] if they
come concerning matters of life [with intention to kill
or kidnap], or even with unclear intent, we must
confront them with weapons and violate Shabbos to
fend them off.

And in a border city, even if they only come concerni-
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ng straw and hay [insignificant things], we violate
Shabbos to fend them off.

Rema adds: [We must confront them] even if they

haven’t yet come but are planning to come.

Contemporary Applications in
the Jewish Diaspora
In the modern world, the Chanukah story and cases of
Jewish defenders can seem like relics of a time gone
by. Now, it might seem, we live in a safer time. This is
an illusion. Being a proud Jew and member of a proud

Jewish community invites the threat of anti-semitic

violence. Every Jewish community has the
responsibility to make sure that they are well
defended.

This responsibility falls  upon the communal

leadership, who must ensure that there are well
trained and armed community members who can
respond to threats. Once such an organized force
exists, the likelihood of such threats actualizing drops
dramatically.

Hatzalah, or Jewish emergency medical service corps
have become ubiquitous in Jewish communities the
world over. For Hatzalah, EMS is not a job — it is a
sacred calling. Hence, Hatzalah is known for its rapid
response rates and success far outpacing that of

government services.

Halachah groups emergency medical services with
emergency security services, so we must call attention
to the necessity of Jewish security response teams in
every Jewish community. This idea is not new - it

goes back to the Maccabees, and to the Talmud.

In 1981, in response to an uptick of robberies in the
Crown Heights community, the Lubavitcher Rebbe
spoke of the critical importance of a trained, armed,
Jewish security force in every Jewish community who
would take responsibility for community safety — as he
put it: The elders of the city are responsible for

everything that occurs in the city.

Recently in Crown Heights, there has been an uptick
in robberies. If the elders of the city ensured that the
thieves were caught, the thieves would be afraid to

continue stealing.

The elders of the city are busy with other matters,
certainly with matters of Torah sanctity and its
commandments, but they are not dealing with this

issue.

[1]See Shabbos 21a, Rambam Hilchos Chanukah, Ch. 3:1-3, Sefer
HaMaamarim 5698, s.v. V'Atah B’Rachamecha HaRabim; Derushei Shevet
HaLevi Chanukah, Dersush Sheini; Likkutei Sichos Vol. 1, p. 92; Likkutei
Sichos, Vol. 30, pp. 303ff.; Toras Menachem, 5731 Vol. 2, pp. 10-11.

[2] See Kuntres Mai Chanukah; Machsehves HaChassidus Vol. 2, pp. 299-
310; Reshimos, Choveres 6; L'Horos Nosson, Bereishis, p. 324; Nosson
Piryo, Chanukah, pp. 74-75.

[3]There are four books in the series of Maccabees or Chashmonaim. See
also Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 12, Chapters 5-10. Though,
seemingly Josephus’ account is heavily influenced by the Book of
Maccabees.

[41This passage in the book of Maccabees is quoted widely in Halachic
literature regarding war and Pikuach Nefesh. See for example Rav S.Y.

This doesn’t mean that the elders of the city need to
take a gun and go out to the streets to guard against
thieves — they don’t know how to use a gun. It's
possible that when they need to shoot at a criminal,
they might shoot in an inappropriate direction, hit
someone else, and the criminal would be pleased

with the situation.

Rather, they need to find appropriate people who will
guard the neighborhood against theft, etc., and their
involvement in this should be in a way that they can

truthfully say ‘our hands did not spill this blood’.

Every community’s religious leaders are responsible
for creating policy that safeguards the lives of their
community. So, they must ensure a trained, armed
Jewish security group in every community ready to

respond at all times, even on Shabbos.
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We began this discussion with the story of Matisyahu
ruling that it was necessary to wage war against the
Greeks even on Shabbos. We then saw how a parallel
story recorded in the Gemara in Eiruvin becomes the
Shulchan Aruch’s

defenders must ensure the Jewish community’s safety

model for ruling that armed

even on Shabbos.

The Lubavitcher

Eiruvin’s ruling on Jewish defense was stated with

Rebbe notes that the Gemara in

respect to Neharda’a — a city in ancient Babylon
(modern day Iraq).

Not leaving matters to the imagination, the Rebbe

specifies that this ruling applies to all Jewish

communities wherever they may be. He then procee-

Zevin’s L'Or HaHalachah Vol. 1, Ch. 6; Rabbi Shlomo Goren’s Shu”t
Meishiv Milchamah Vol. 1, 2:2; Encyclopedia Talmudit Vol. 49 in the
entry on war s.v. Bimei HaChasmonaim. The Lubavitcher Rebbe also uses
the book of Maccabees in his discussion of Pikuach Nefesh. See Karasi
V’Ein Oneh Vol. 2, p. 405, Yechidus with Sadigura Rebbe. Printed also in
Sichos Kodesh. Sichos Kodesh 5740, Vol. 3, p. 1,158, Yechidus with
Sadigura Rebbe (1980). See also Toras Menachem 5722, Vol. 1, p. 333
where the Rebbe approvingly discusses the Maccabees actions.

[5]Eiruvin 45a

[6] 2:5. See also 2:25 for further application of the permissibility of going
to war on Shabbos.

[7] Orach Chaim 329:6.

[8] In the next Halachah, the Shulchan cites the ruling of Terumas

ds to name [9] “Boro Park, Williamsburg, Washington
Heights, Baltimore, Chicago, Detroit, Washington,
Melbourne, London, and Israel”.

BaYamim HaHem, B’Zman HaZeh
(Then is Now)
The Simchas Torah massacres a mere 15 months ago
were an inflection point for world Jewry. The illusion
of security for Jews in Eretz Yisrael and around the
world was shattered, and haters of the Jewish people
began to raise their voice. This vocal hatred easily

translates into actions that endanger Jewish lives.

The mandate for Jewish community security draws
directly from the Maccabees’ example: when faced
with mortal danger, they acted to preserve Jewish life.
Today’s Jewish communities must similarly ensure
their security infrastructure matches contemporary
threats, guided by the timeless principles established
during those first Chanukah battles.

The principles established by the Maccabees and
developed through generations of halachah create a

clear framework for modern security measures.

Just as every Jewish community maintains a Hatzalah
force, they must establish well-organized, trained
security forces that can both respond to and deter
threats.

The miracle of Chanukah reminds us that while we
rely on divine protection, we must also take practical

action to defend Jewish life and practice. On

Chanukah, the crucial lessons of the Maccabees’

military victory must continue to guide Jewish

communities in securing their future.

Rabbi Elisha Pearl

is a member of Machon Smicha’s Rabbinic Advisory board.
He served as the lead writer of Machon’s Yoreh De’ah
curriculum. He recently published a book entitled “Make
Peace: A Strategic Guide to Lasting Peace in Israel, based on
the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe”. Make Peace can be
purchased at Amazon.com and better Jewish bookstores.

HaDeshen #156 who rules that a Jewish defense force must even respond
with force to people who merely wish to steal, since the situation could
devolve into one that places Jewish lives in danger. Mishnah Berurah
329:17 explicitly codifies this and rules that even if people are coming to
steal, a Jewish defense force must violate Shabbos and respond as the
situation could easily deteriorate if not met resolutely. Piskei Teshuvos
329:7 rules this way as well. So the overwhelming contemporary Halachic
consensus is that Jewish communities may not even tolerate theft on
Shabbos, and one must violate the Shabbos to fend off thieves as allowing
them to operate presents a threat to the community.

[91Toras Menachem 5729 Vol. 3, p. 145, Achron Shel Pesach (1969). See
also, Sichos Kodesh 5738, Vol. 3, p. 384, Re’eh (1978)
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