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Rabbi Chaim Avraham Zakutinsky

Question:

I will be working on Chanukah and will be going straight to my relatives for a
Chanukah party and won't be returning home until late. Can I light by my relatives
home or should I light at upon returning home late at night? If | should light at my
home after the party can | eat at the party before I light?

Answer:
The Location for Lighting: You must light the menorah in your own home, specifically
where you regularly eat and sleep. This means you cannot light at your relatives'
Chanukah party. While some might think this is similar to Shabbos candle lighting,
there's an important distinction: Shabbos candles serve to illuminate the meal and can
therefore be lit at a host's home, but Chanukah candles have different requirements
and must be lit in one's own residence. In your case, this means lighting at your home
later in the night.

The Laws of Eating Before Lighting:
According  to  the  Mishnah
Berurah[1], one may not eat from a
half hour before the lighting time,
which begins approximately 10-15
minutes before sunset. However,
there are important nuances to this
rule that affect your situation:

For casual eating, Rav Shimon
Eider[2] permits having a snack. The
Piskei Teshuvos[3] provides specific
guidelines for what constitutes a
snack: 1. Any fruit or drinks are
permitted 2. Bread or mezonos foods
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are allowed if eaten in quantities less than the volume of an egg

For Those Needing To Eat A Full Meal:

Rav Gavriel Zinner([4] provides a solution: one may eat if they appoint a shomer to
remind them to light later. This shomer can be either a friend who commits to
reminding you or, as many contemporary poskim permit, an alarm clock.

These rules apply to both men and women, with women traditionally refraining
from eating before lighting even if they don't light themselves. However, the Shu"t
Bitzeil Hachochma[5] and Netai Gavriel[6] make an important exception: if a
woman isn't feeling well, she may eat before the lighting.

Motzi Shabbos Scenarios:

Rav Gavriel Zinner[7] discusses an interesting variation that helps us understand the
deeper principles at work. When someone spends Shabbos at a relative's home and
plans to return home after Shabbos, but there's a Chanukah party at the relatives'
immediately after Shabbos, the halacha shifts slightly. While ideally one should
return home first to light and then come back for the party, if this proves difficult,
one may light at the relatives' home. This is because the relatives' home maintains
the status of "residence" over Shabbos, and this status continues until the person
physically leaves. This differs fundamentally from our original case of arriving
directly from work, as the work scenario never established any residential status at
the relatives' home.

[1]672:10 [4] Netai Gavriel Chanukah page 64
[2] Halachos of Chanukah, page 22 [5] 4:58
[3] Page 479 [6] Chanukah 5:5 [7] Ibid 83
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To contribute to Olam Ha'Halachah or share feedback,
please contact us at olam@onlinemachon.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Rabbi Eliyahu Rapoport Bais Menachem Chabad Center, Chicago

The History and Meaning of Yibum
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After the death of Yehuda's son Er, he instructed his
second son Onan, to marry Er's wife Tamar and
thereby ‘establish seed’ for his deceased brother. The
practice of yibum predated matan-Torah (Moreh
Nevuchim 3:49, Radak), and that
Yehuda himself introduced this practice to the world
(Bereishis Rabbah 85:5, Ramban).

some suggest

The term yibum, used to describe this marriage, is
linguistic complex. It functions as both a verbification
of the noun yavam and as an auto-antonym(1].
Yavam/yevama means brother-in-law or sister-in-law;
when used as a verb it can mean to marry someone,
thereby causing them to no longer be your sister-in-
law  (Chizkuni). This
beautifully captured by Eliyahu Bachur in his notes to
the Yiddish 1"vnwoin

literally meaning to “de-sister-in-law-ify.”

linguistic ~ peculiarity s

Radak, where he uses

Alternatively, it may come from the root 12 which
means both ‘to build’ and ‘son’[2], with the final
letters 1 and DO being interchangeable. This would
seem to be how Resa”’g understands the word and
would also fit neatly with Ramban who maintains that

yibum can conceptually be done by any relative.

Naming the child after the deceased brother

Rashi says that ‘establishing seed’ means that the child
born from the levirate marriage will be ‘called by the
name of the deceased [brother]’. Similarly, Onkelos
on the following pasuk writes that Onan refused to
perform yibum because NVIT Mjynn aMy 7y N7, the
child would not be called by his [own] name. Ramban
(here, see also his commentary to Ki Seitzei 25, 5)
understands Rashi literally, that the child was to have

the same name as his deceased brother.

Ramban rejects this on several accounts; (a) Boaz

marries Naomi (Rus 4) in an ‘extension’ of the mitzva

[11 A word with two opposite meanings, such as 'dust,' which can mean
either to add dust to something or to remove dust from it.

[2] A son is called a 12 because he is the ‘building’ of the parent (Redak
Lech Lecha 16, 2), this is also why the Torah (Ki Seitzei 25, 9) refers to
yavam as building his brother’s house (Redak in Sefer Hasharashim).

of Yibum, and yet their son is not named Machlon, (b)
it is unreasonable that Onan would have been so
opposed to the idea of naming his son after his
brother.

Though he doesn’t quote this explicitly, the Ramban is
likely also referring to the Gemara (Yevamos 24a) that
says explicitly that the child does not need to be
named after the deceased brother. The Gemara says
that though the literal meaning of the words 7y Dij7!
I'nN O (Ki Seitzei 25, 6) is that the child born is to be
given the same name as his deceased uncle, in this

case we reject the literal meaning entirely[3].
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In defense of Rashi, many commentaries suggest that
Rashi

understood him

never intended to say what the Ramban
saying. One

approach is that of the Mizrahi who maintains that

to be fascinating

before matan Torah it was indeed customary to name
the child after his deceased uncle but that this changed
after matan Torah. He goes so far as to say that a close

reading of the Gemara implies as much[4].
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Another novel approach (Teshuvos Pnei Arye, (R Arye
Leib Bresla 1741 - 1809). R Yosef Zecharya Stern
(1831 - 1903) in this introduction to his commentary to
Rus. See also Haksav Vehakabala) is that the syntax of
the phrase ‘calling someone DW 7V’ someone else is
very different that the phrase ‘calling someone DW1 or
DWD’ someone else. The latter means that the two
names are identical; the former means that the two
people have an identical name but they also have
another name. Accordingly, they explain that the child
born to Boaz and Rus was in fact named 117nn by the
neighbors (see Rus 4, 17), in addition to being named
TaV by his parents.

A pasuk never departs from its
straightforward meaning

We mentioned earlier the Gemara that halacha rejects
the  straightforward meaning of the

that in

pasuk.

Commentaries point out this case it is
specifically the mystical interpretation of the pasuk
that aligns neatly with the peshat, the straightforward
meaning. The mystical interpretation of the pasuk thus
serves as a lens into the true divine intent behind this

mitzvah (Meshech Chochma).

In this vein, the Ramban explains that 3'NN7 V11 D7l
refers to mystical gain granted to the deceased brother
posthumously when a child is born to his living
brother and wife. The Zohar (Vayeshev 186b) says that
the brother who passed away without bearing children
is barred from settling in the world to come until a
child is born to his brother and wife. Alternatively, the
mystical gain to the deceased brother is 71273, that an
element of his soul comes back into this world
invested in the baby born to his brother (Recanati to
Parshas Vayeshev as explained by the Levush. Akeida
to Rus 4, 10. The Akeida goes on to offer what he
refers to as a more ‘down to earth’ approach that the
mitzvos performed by this baby will serve as merit for
his deceased uncle - see there for details and see also

Gur Arye to Rashi here).
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Machon Smicha’s Chuppah v’Kiddushin and Smicha programs are set to begin on

Hey Teves - January sth

To learn more, and to register, visit onlinemachon.com
or contact info@onlimachon.com
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Rabbi Dr Menachem Jacobs and Rabbi Shimmy Steinmetz

A Clinician's Guide to Chanuka: Shining a Light on Night Shift

the time of the Second Beis

D u rl n g Hamikdash, the Greeks, who

oppressed the Jewish people, were overcome by the
Hasmoneans, restoring Jewish sovereignty in Israel for
200 years. We celebrate the significance of this
period by remembering a miracle that occurred
during the reconquest of the Beis Hamikdash when a
small single jar of oil miraculously kept the menorah
lit for eight days. Chanuka was later instituted by the
sages to celebrate this triumph and rededication of the
temple, observed by lighting candles, recounting
miracles, and giving charity (Mishnah berura 670:1).
For many Jewish clinicians, the festivities of Chanuka
difficult  to with
responsibilities. The timing of lighting the Chanuka

can be balance clinical
menorah and the early halachic nightfall of the winter
months often conflict with clinical schedules. This
guide addresses common questions and provides
practical solutions for those on shift during Chanuka.
We  will

reminders.

conclude with some timely holiday

Candle Lighting Basics

The basic mitzvah of Nerot Chanuka involves lighting
one candle per household each night of Chanuka to
commemorate the miracle of the oil. Adding extra
candles, increasing nightly to match the days of
Chanuka, and the custom of each male lighting his
menorah have become halachic

own common

practice. Notwithstanding, Women are equally
obligated to light Chanuka candles or have them lit
behalf (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 139:16).

Traditionally, the male head of the household lights

on their

the candles when lighting in a household family
context. The ideal time for lighting Chanuka candles
is as close to Shkia (halachic sunset), ensuring they
burn for at least 30 minutes after Tzeis Hakochavim
(halachic night). Candles should be lit for a minimum
of 30 minutes post-lighting, after which, while it is
not ideal, the candles may be extinguished (Shulchan
Aruch O.C. 672:2). For healthcare workers, patient
care may interfere with timing. We will discuss the
best way of performing the mitzvah of Nerot Chanuka
when one's schedule deviates from this previously

described ideal.

Coming Home From Shift Late
As we have discussed, the ideal time to light Nerot
Chanuka is at Shkia (zmanim). The Gemara notes that
the halachikly acceptable timing extends from Shkia
to "until the marketplace empties," a time frame
discussed and contested in the primary and later
commentaries (see beis Yosef OC 672:1). Medical
professionals, even on the day shift, will often come
Shkia.

predominant position in the poskim rule that the mit-

home much later than However, the

o
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zvah of Nerot Chanuka was instituted primarily to
celebrate for and with one's household members, and
as long as one's household is awake, one can still light
and say the relevant berachot. The Rama agrees with
the extended view of the timing of this ruling, adding
that, ideally, one should still burn as close to Shkia as
possible, however, one may light until alos HaShachar
if family members or household members are present
(Shulchan Aruch 672:2 see Mishneh Berura there). If
one lives alone, one can still light provided you will

stay awake for a half hour.

In a family context the Poskim discuss whether it is
better to wait till the whole family is together or to
have the menorah lit through a surrogate lighter, as
will be discussed shortly. The accepted practice is to
wait for the father or mother to be present out of
respect, provided it will not be so late that there will
be no outside foot traffic activity or that some family
members will already be asleep, as this would exclude
those individuals from being involved in the mitzvah
of Nerot Chanuka and the Pirsumei Nisa of the day
(Teshuvos Veanhagos 4:170, Rav Asher Weiss).

Others Lighting on Your Behalf: Surrogate Lighting
For married individuals, one's spouse can serve as an
agent (shliach) and light on their behalf (Shulchan
aruch O.C 677:3), even if one is in a different city,
such as during an away rotation. If your spouse is
Lighting for you, it is ideal to listen to the berachot and
see the lit candles of someone else if possible
(Mishnah Berura 677:27).

If one is not married, but one's roommate is lighting,
one should contribute to the cost of lighting to be
involved with the mitzvah. Suppose one is single, and
it is not possible to contribute to the menorah lighting;
one should appoint a Shliach (messenger) to light in

one's house in your stead. While this is debated

according to Rav Moshe and Rav Shlomo Zalman, a
shliach may perform the lighting, reciting 'lehadlik ner
Chanuka' but not 'she'as nisim' or 'shehecheyanu' if
they have already fulfilled the mitzvah elsewhere
(Minchas Shlomo N1 N11'1N, Igros Moshe orch chaim
1:190).

Lighting in the hospital
The mitzvah of Nerot Chanuka is described in the

Gemara as something that applies to 'ish ubeiso' ("a
person and their household" Shabbat 21: b), whereas
'beiso' ( house or household) implies a private space.
A call room might be considered such a space.
However, issues like fire safety, the need for a 30-
minute burn time, and ideally having witnesses for the
mitzvah make this option less appropriate than having
others light for you as above (Rav Asher Weiss rules
that if one is alone, while there is a dispute as to
whether you can recite the Brachos, you may rely

upon the opinions that permit reciting them).

Electric menorah

While electric incandescent lights are acceptable for
Shabbos candles, according to many Poskim, they are
not ideal for Nerot Chanuka. The mitzvah requires
lighting a flame, reflecting the practice in the Beis
Hamikdash  (Shoel Asher  Weiss).
However, Rav Ovadia (Yechaveh Da'at 4:38) suggests

Umeishiv, Rav

that lighting an electric menorah without a Bracha is
still preferable to not lighting at all, a view shared by
Rav Shechter.

Birkat Ha'Roeh

If one cannot appoint an agent to light the menorah,
and will be unable to light themselves, the next best
thing to do would be to make a NNIMN ND72, that is to
say, say the Bracha of D'O1 NWYW when seeing kosher
lit candles. Saying the bracha in this manner is only
done if a. You could not light yourself or appoint an
agent to light on your behalf, b. Will not otherwise
have the chance to light a menorah that night
(Shulchan Aruch 2:1v7n.)

Conclusion and Key Takeaways

Suppose you won't be home at a reasonable hour. In
that case, it is better for the menorah to be lit in your
absence for your household either by your spouse or,
less ideally, though a shliach (if one's roommate is
lighting, one should contribute to the cost of lighting
to be involved with the mitzvah). If that is impossible,
one can light at home before dawn, provided one
wakes up a family member. While not commonly
possible, if it is possible to light in a private on-call
room already designated for you, that would be
preferable, provided you would be with the candles for
half an hour, after which one could extinguish them. In
that case, it would be ideal if other Jews were present
for Pirsumei Nisa. For various reasons, lighting with an
electric menorah is not ideal, but if all else fails, one

can light an incandescent menorah without a Bracha.
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