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Rav Yitzchak Sultan Maggid Shuir, Curriculum Developer.

Does removing a tea bag on Shabbos
count as an act of borer?

Minchas Yitzchak [1] raises an issue
with removing a tea bag from a cup. As
the tea bag is removed, the drops
dripping out are being separated from
the tea leaves. Even though one is
separating ochel (the drops) from
pesoles (the leaves) for immediate
consumption, it is still assur because
the bag is a kli borer (utensil designed
for separating). To avoid this, one
should remove the tea bag with a
spoon. [2] Shabbos Kitchen rules that
one must do so if a spoon is available,
and this in fact the prevalent minhag
hayeshivos.
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Rav Elyashiv, however, permitted

removing the bag if one doesn’t try to '
ensure that drops come out of the bag npa 9w MININ BY phx nnImn
NIOY WK PO 1O I NINN

in the process. Since one isn't trying to D750 BANaK P
separate those drops from the leaves, it
isn’t borer. [3]
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For an extended analysis of this issue in light of Shulchan Aruch Harav and Ketzos
Hashulchan, see Shiurei halachah L’Maaseh vol. 1 Orach Chaim, Siman 36. For
extensive discussion of Chabad psak on teabags, see Shabbos K'Halacha 14:34.

[1] 4:99:2
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[3] Ayil Meshulash [ch. 7 fn. 100]. Menuchas Ahavah [2:7:44] agrees for other reasons: it is a pesik
reisha (inevitability) which one does not care about the results, the bag is not designed for borer, and
it is grama.
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Devorah: The Impact of Rivka's Nurse on Jewish Practice

| Parshas (Bereishis 35:8), we
n encounter a seemingly brief yet profound pas-
-sage about the passing of Devorah, Rivka's nurse:
'"MNA 78 N'27 NNAN 127R1 1720 Ni7I'R N72T DRI
N0 )I7N INY N7'1 I7ND."

This mention calls back to our first encounter with her

Vayishlach

in Parshas Chaye Sara (Bereishis 24:59), where she
accompanies Rivka to her marriage with Yitzchak.
The Chizkuni explains that she is mentioned there to
set the stage for us to understand whom the Torah is
talking about in our parsha[1]. At face value, this
pasuk strikes us as requiring further study - why does
the Torah see it relevant to tell us of the passing of a

person whom we know so little about?

The Significance of Devorah

R' Avraham ben HaRambam (Bereishis 35:8) provides
crucial insight into why the Torah records Devorah's
petirah: "7TI2 78 NN 017 N7IMA 1I9'0 - N1IAT NN
,O¥ 0'779N01 N11j7 NN D720 'Y IWONRI .ANI7TY
N1IATI — ND127 NNY 7V NINA7A I'N 7R 1WA InD
NIN'2] NN

"The Torah telling us of her passing indicates her
exceptional tzidkus. Perhaps it was common to visit
her kever and daven there, as women [also] invoke
bracha by being named after her, such as Devorah
HaNeviah (Shoftim 4:4)."

This connection between the two Devoras gains
The

Baalei HaTosfos draw a parallel between the tree

further traction in later Ashkenazi sources[2].
where Devorah the nurse was buried and the tree
under which Devorah HaNeviah would sit (Shoftim
4:5). Perhaps the neviah deliberately chose to sit at
the resting place of her namesake, demonstrating her
own anivus and willingness to care for even the most

basic needs of her people, just as a nurse does.

Names and Legacy

R' Avraham ben HaRambam himself was named after
Avraham Avinu, as his father explicitly states in a
teshuvah to Rabbi Yefes (Igros HaRambam, ed. R'
Shilat, Vol. 1, pg. 424). The Rambam's lashon there -
that Hashem blessed his son "7V N1j713w 'n nd1an
INW" - strikes eerily similar to his son's words about
Devorah. This mesorah continued: R' Avraham named
his oldest son Dovid (likely after the Rambam's

brother who was niftar tragically at sea), who in turn

[1] DI7N7 7102 NINIZNN 0T 197 :(N:N) N'WNIL D"2wIn 'On 1'wn'7
ANK DOI7N2 11197 12710 127 722 1Y |'RY 12T w1971

[2] See Daas Zekenim, Hadar Zekenim, and Paneach Raza on Bereishis
35:8.

[3] See Gemara Sotah (34b) regarding Me'aras HaMachpela and Pesikta
Rabbasi (3) regarding Kever Rachel.

[4] Tosfos (Ta'anis 16a, 1711 N"T) points out that this Mishna is the basis

named his son Avraham, who then named his son

Moshe, likely after the Rambam.

While naming after ancestors would become a
common minhag in Klal Yisrael, this was not the
prevalent custom in earlier doros. As Bereishis Rabbah
(37:7)

children based on events, while later generations

explains, earlier generations would name
named after their ancestors (see also Torah Temimah,
Bereishis 32:29). Thus, R' Avraham ben HaRambam's
suggestion that Devorah HaNeviah was named after
Rivka's nurse represents a unique perspective on

Biblical naming practices.
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Kivrei Tzaddikim

The most

of R!
HaRambam's perush is his reference to tefillah at kivrei

intriguing aspect Avraham ben
tzaddikim([3]. His presentation of this as a Biblical-era
minhag intersects with a longstanding discussion about
his father's shitta on the matter. The Rambam's
position has been extensively analyzed through several

key sources:

In Hilchos Avel (4:4), the Rambam writes that one
should not visit beis hakevaros, though meforshim
(Kesef Mishneh and Radvaz ad loc., Shu"t HaRivash

§421) understand this as contextually limited.

for the minhag to visit the beis hakevaros on Tisha B'Av, a practice
codified by the Rema (Orach Chaim 559:10).

[5] See R' Shilat's edition of Igros HaRambam (Vol. 1, pp. 225-226).

[6] It is important to clarify that everything mentioned here concerns
tefillah to Hashem at kivrei tzaddikim. This differs from communicating
with the niftarim themselves, though this too has a basis in Chazal (see
Gemara Ta'anis 23a regarding R. Mani at his father's kever; Zohar,

mem me

The Mishna in Ta'anis (16a) teaches that during public

fasts instituted for drought, the community would visit
the cemetery. The Gemara presents two rationales for
this

comparing ourselves to the deceased, or so that the

practice: either to emphasize our mortality
niftarim intercede on our behalf. The Gemara explains
the practical difference between these two opinions
pertains to visiting a non-Jewish cemetery — according
to the second approach, only Jewish kevarim would
serve the purpose, while according to the first
approach, any cemetery would suffice (Rashi see

Magen Avraham O.C. 559:15 579:11)[4].

The Rambam (Hilchos Ta'aniyos 4:7) notably cites
only the first reason, possibly reflecting his reservation
about the concept of the niftarim intervening for the
living.

Yet the Charedim quotes an igeres where the Rambam
describes visiting Me'aras HaMachpela[5], though the

authenticity of this account remains debated.

In light of all the above, it certainly seems noteworthy
that R Avraham ben Harmabam mentions the custom
of visiting the graves of the righteous as being a norm
in Biblical times[6].

This week we mark the yartzeit of the Mittiler Rebbe,
Reb Dovber, who passed away on the 9th of Kislev
5587 (1826). One of the Mittiler Rebbe’s
contributions to Chabad thought and practice is his

novel

emphasis on davening at kivrei tzaddikim, particularly
that of his father, the Alter Rebbe.

Whereas the Alter Rebbe himself may have had a more
lukewarm attitude to the practice (see Heichal Habesht
#13 pg. 188ff. #15 pg. 179; to my knowledge, there
are no recorded episodes of the Alter Rebbe visiting
the grave of his rebbe), the Mittiler Rebbe fully
embraced it, publishing a kuntres devoted to the topic
(MInvNwNn OYLVIIT)
extrapolates from the various sources in Chazal. He

in which he elaborates and
explains that visiting the resting place of a loved one
awakens pain and opens the heart to teshuva. This is
even further extenuated if the person was a tzaddik
with whom you had a relationship during his lifetime.
He also established the text of the Ma’ane Lashon to
be recited at his father’s resting place and himself
exerted considerable effort to travel to his father’s
resting place in Haditch. He passed away on his return

trip home from one such journey.

Acharei Mos 71:1; and the midrashim referenced in the kinos 1702 ™
1N’ and {790 NIN7NA TN regarding Yirmiyahu HaNavi's communication
with Moshe Rabbeinu and the Avos). The Rambam appears to take a
different approach. For example, regarding one who wronged another and
did not apologize during the victim's lifetime, the Yerushalmi (Yoma 8:7)
states they must visit the victim's kever to say "I have wronged you." In the
Rambam's formulation (Hilchos Teshuvah 2:11), the perpetrator addresses

the assembled and Hashem, not the niftar.
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Mothers by Birth, Blood, or Both? Halachic Perspectives on Maternity

I this week's Parsha, Dina is captured by
n Shchem the son of Chamor, and her brothers

Shimon and Levi come to rescue her. However, a
Midrash suggests that Dina initially refused to return
with them due to the trauma of her experience. She
feared she would have no future, that no one would
marry her, and that she would never have children. In
response, Shimon offers to marry her, and their union

results in the birth of a child, Shol ben HaKena'anis.

This story raises a fascinating halachic question: How
could Shimon marry Dina? Even though this occurred
before Matan Torah, the descendants of Noach were
already bound by the Sheva Mitzvos Bnei Noach,
which included prohibitions against certain familial
unions. Specifically, maternal siblings were forbidden
from marrying each other, while paternal siblings

were permitted.

As we learned in last week's column, the Targum
30:21)
backstory to Dina and Yosef's births. It explains that

Yonasan (Bereishis provides a unique
Dina was originally conceived by Rachel and Yosef
by Leah, but their embryos were divinely switched.
Leah carried and gave birth to Dina, while Rachel
carried and gave birth to Yosef. According to this
interpretation, while Leah was Dina's gestational
Rachel

reference this

mother, was her genetic mother. Some
Medresh  to
question of Shimon and Dina's relationship, positing
that Dina

according

Rishonim resolve the

was not Shimon's maternal sibling

to halachic definitions, as she was
genetically Rachel's daughter. However as a medresh

this source is of limited utility halachikly.

As we highlighted last week, the discussion
surrounding IVF and embryo transfer demonstrates the
these ideas. In cases of

modern relevance of

surrogacy or ovum donation, similar halachic
questions arise about the implications when the
genetic mother and the gestational mother are not the
same. While there is no clear consensus halachically,
we will explore the relevant sugyot, outline key
opinions among poskim, and highlight some of the
modern

compromises rabbanim have adopted in

practice to address these profound ethical and

halachic challenges.

Arguments in Favor of the gestational and
Birth Mother

The first and perhaps strongest proof was advanced by
Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Goldberg (Techumin 5:252)
Normally, following conversion, a person is halachi-
cally considered "like a newborn child" and no longer
related to their biological family. However, in the

case of a pregnant woman, her twins remain siblings

after her conversion, as seen in Gemara Yevamos 97b.
This
established either during pregnancy or at birth. If the

suggests that the maternal relationship is
relationship were based solely on conception or
genetic origin, conversion would sever that link, and

the twins would no longer be considered related.

This conclusion, though, can be contested (see Rav J.
David Bleich Contemporary Halakhic Problems 4:251-
258) as
disrupted by

even if the maternal relationship were

conversion, it could have been
reestablished through gestation or birth, as the mother
plays both roles in a typical pregnancy, making this

proof inconclusive.
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A second proof is a Gemara in Megilla. The verse in
Esther (2:7) seems repetitive in stating both that Esther
had no parents and that they died (DNI AN N7 'N D).
The Gemara (Megillah 13a) clarifies that this teaches
Esther never had parents: her father died at her
conception, and her mother died during childbirth.
Rashi notes that Esther's mother died at the moment
she could have been identified as her mother. There
are those who have suggested that this implies that
motherhood is defined by the act of giving birth rather
than conception. However, as this is an aggadic
teaching, it has limited utility healthily.

A third proof with a similar issue is the above
targum with which we opened this topic.

Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg (Techumin 5:252),
Rav Eliezer Waldenberg, and Rav Eliashiv (Nishmat
Avraham 4:184-186) lean toward defining the birth
mother as the halachic mother, though Rav Eliashiv
notes no definitive ruling has been reached. Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu, however, viewed that the birth
mother is halachically the mother and ruled as such in

practice (see Lishkat Hadarom siman 7)

Arguments in Favor of the genetic or Ovum mother

The first source we will explore is Gemara Nidda 31a,
which describes the creation of a child as a partnership
between three contributors: God, the father, and the
mother. It explains that the father provides elements
like bones, veins, nails, brain, and the whites of the
eyes, while the mother contributes odem (literally red
substance) forming the skin, flesh, hair, and eyeballs.
God's role is to provide the child's soul, intelligence,

vision, and other essential capabilities.

Ramban (Vayikra 12:2) explains that the woman's
blood at with the father's

contribution to form the child's physical substance.

conception combines
This suggests that the genetic contribution of the Ovum
is central in halachically defining maternity. Ramban
contrasts this with the Greek view, which sees the
father as having a formative but secondary role, and
emphasizes that the mother's role at conception is
primary. This interpretation supports the position that
maternity in Halacha is defined by the genetic
contribution at conception rather than by gestation or
birth.

phraseology and position can perhaps be read either

However, a close inspection of Ramban's
way; furthermore, this is an aggadic Gemara and is

hard, therefore, to apply directly to Halachik rulings.

in Chulin 70a, which
discusses the status of a fetus transferred from one

A second is the Gemara
animal to another. The text refers to the genetic mother
as "dideih" ("his [mother]") and the birth mother as "lav
dideih" ("not his [mother]"). This implies that genetic
contribution, rather than the act of birth, determines

the maternal relationship.

A counterargument suggests that in the case of animal-
fetus transplantation, removing the fetus from the first
animal constitutes an act of birth, making the second
animal merely an incubator. However, this analogy
cannot apply to human reproduction, as harvesting an
ovum from a woman does not constitute an act of
birth.

Based on the above the majority of poskim view this
matter as halachikly unsolvable (a modern Teiku 'awn
nival NI'WI7 Yan' Amen!) Hence, absent a clear
consensus, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (cited in
Nishmat Avraham 4:186), and others rule that one
must act strictly by both opinions. According to them,
post facto, if the donor of the Ovum is not Jewish, the
child needs a conversion. Moreover, Kohanim, who
may not marry converts, should not marry any girls
born from a non-Jewish donor (see Techumin 10:280).
On the other hand, if the donor is Jewish, records must
be kept to ensure that the child does not marry any of

the donor's other children (see Techumin 10:273-281).
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