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Rav Shlomo Iman !

Do Personal Care Items such as
Toothpaste, Mouthwash, Lipstick,
and Chapstick need a Hechsher” ?

The opinion of most poskim [1] is to
allow the use of these products without
a hechsher. That said, if you can easily
get versions with a hechsher, many
recommend doing so.

However, Psakim U’teshuvos cites
many poskim [2] who maintain that
since such items often contain glycerin
derived from pigs or neveilah animals,
[3] one should endeavor to use
toothpaste, mouthwash, lipstick, and
chapstick with a hechsher or at least
approved by a competent kashrus
professional. Nonetheless, since the
non-kosher substances often undergo
extensive chemical change from their
original form, and toothpaste may not
be edible, there are grounds for
leniency.
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Psakim U’teshuvos concedes that if no such toothpaste with a hechsher is available,
one may use toothpaste without a hechsher. It is important to stress, that the above
is merely an overview. One should consult their Ruv as products vary.

[1] See Rivevos Ephraim [2:10] citing Rav
Moshe Feinstein, Shu"t Har Tzvi [YD 95] Rav
Ovadia Yosef [Yechaveh Da’as 4:43].

who rules that toothpaste must have a
hechsher without exception.
[3] See Teshuvos V‘hanhagos
Mishneh Halachos [9:154].

[5:127]
[2] See also Teshuvos V'hanhagos
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Rav Yitzechak Sultan Maggid Shuir, Curriculum Developer.

Is it permitted to benefit from a muktzeh item on shabbos?

The Rashba [1] is of the opinion that benefitting from a muktzeh item is assur mid’'rabbanan.[2] Therefore, lighting a muktzeh candle on Yom Tov or
using a muktzeh item to hold up a bed is forbidden. Even though the person is not moving the muktzeh item directly, it is nonetheless forbidden to do an
action that directly benefits from the a muktzeh item. Magen Avraham,[3] Shulchan Aruch Harav,[4] and Mishnah Brurah[5] agree. Nonetheless, it is
permitted for someone to sit on a muktzeh rock or sleep on muktzeh straw because they are not doing an direct action to use the muktzeh item.

Rav Elyashiv [6] explains that it is forbidden to benefit from a muktzeh item, even without moving it, because benefiting from it is like moving it.
However, it is only forbidden to benefit when using one's hands to do so. For example, lighting a muktzeh candle on Yom Tov is forbidden because it is
done by hand. Similarly, using a muktzeh item to support a bed can be done with one's hands by placing the bed on the muktzeh item.

[1] Shabbat 29a s.v. ki

[2] The Gemara Pesachim 47b quotes Rabbah who says that eating a muktzeh food is an assur deoraiysa. He learns this concept from the pasuk [Shemos 16:5] that states that the Jews who wanted to eat the
maan were required to prepare it before Shabbos. The pasuk implies that only that which is prepared is permitted, whereas anything unprepared is muktzeh and forbidden to eat. Rav Chisda challenges this

interpretation and concludes that muktzeh is not deoraiysa. Meiri [Pesachim 47b s.v. muktzeh] quotes some rishonim who in fact understand that Rav Chisda only
particular braiysa, but he agrees that muktzeh is deoraiysa. Meiri himself disagrees and

[3]501:12
[4] 509:16
[5] Shaar Hatziyun 501:31
[6] Kovetz Teshuvos 3:59

that Rav Chisda

I Rabbah in a

ly rejected Rabbah’s idea that muktzeh is deoraiysa.
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Baruch Hashem, new groups for our Smicha, Dayanus, and Hilchos
Shabbos courses have just begun.
On behalf of the Rabbonim, Maggidei Shiur, and Masmichim,

Hatzlachah Rabbah to all our new Talmidim! May you all see much
success in your learning, and go Meichayil El Chayil!
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Rabbi Dr Menachem Jacobs

Risk and Reward: Avraham’s Dilemma and Halachic Boundaries of Halachikly acceptable risk

l this week's parashah, Avraham Avinu is
n recovering from his bris milah. The Shalah, in
Torah Shebesksav at the beginning of Parashat Lech
Lecha, notes that one possible reason Avraham Avinu
may not have performed the bris earlier, before being
commanded, was due to the danger it posed. He
feared that surrounding nations would perceive his
actions as an attempt to establish a new nation, which
might provoke them to attack and destroy Avraham

and his camp.

As we outlined last week, the responsibility to avoid
risk comes from the pasuk of w91 qNwI 17 MNwn
TINN  (Devarim 4:9)
Hilchos Rotzeiach (11:4) based on the Gemara in

as outlined in the Rambam
Berachos (32b), the Rambam writes that one who has
in his possession something dangerous violates the
command of "TIND (W91 INW."

Last week, we discussed the classic debate regarding
risking one's life for others, examining the differing
perspectives of the Bavli and Yerushalmi, concluding
with the position of modern Acharonim. While
halakhically one cannot be compelled to endanger
oneself for others, the Mishnah Berurah and Piskei
Teshuva encourage a less exacting view of risk in the
(Pischei Teshuvah CM 426:2,
Mishneh Berurah 329:19). This week, we will explore

service of others

three additional considerations that may permit a

higher level of risk than would be Halachikly

acceptable.

Common Place Risk

Halacha views certain baseline risks as acceptable, as
can be seen from people who must recite '7nian no1a
to thank God for protecting them from harm for
elective travel (Berachos 54b, Shulchan Aruch O.C.
219:1). The clear assumption, of course, is that travel
is considered dangerous, however, there is no outright
prohibition despite the risk (see Shulchan Aruch O.C.
248 regarding traveling in a caravan on shabbos and
the Rama there). Although these activities constitute a
risk, they are part of D71V 7w NI — "common and

conventional human activity."

This is perhaps similar to the concept of 'D'NND NIW
n' "Gd protects fools"(Tillim 116:6). The Gemara
invokes this concept extensively as a justification for
certain  potentially  dangerous practices  being
permissible (Shabbos 129b; Yevamos 12b and 72a ;
39a; Avoda 30b; Niddah 45a;
110). Rav Elchanan Wasserman
Shiurim, Kesubos #136) explains:

Kesubos Zara

Sanhedrin (Kovetz

12701 27K30

RONM ,YIR 7772 0010 12T VIN’NY 2N DTRA PRT 97X
.DNWN N MW TR INRY DR MW 1T PR IPRI RN
XY IR MDY PR N 7931 MPAT WPTERT RN 7R

.Dnwin ninnw» R911W911 2°NNN RN

The premise posits Rav Wasserman, hinges on the
obligation to TINN W91 1INY, implying that we should
protect ourselves in ways society considers reasonable.
Another way of saying this is that the failure to guard
oneself is in being less cautious than a reasonable
person. Minor risks that society typically ignores fall
under the category of risks for which "God protects the

fool-hearted" and are not considered Halachikly risky.

Risk for one's livelihood

The Torah (Devarim 24:15) commands us to pay
workers on time, explaining IW91 NN NWI1 NI I7'NI —
literally, "for he is poor, and he makes his life
dependent on it." The Gemara explains that in many
instances, one is forced to risk one's life to earn wages
(for example, harvesting fruits from trees and climbing
high  branch). The

acknowledges that there is a balance of risk: the risk of

to a Gemarahs  perspective
actively engaging in work and potentially facing
physical harm and the equally significant risk of
refraining from such engagement. Not participating in
the workforce, in a sense, can pose an even greater
risk, as it limits one's ability to earn a livelihood and
support oneself. This balanced approach highlights
that risk not only exists in action, but inaction—failing

to engage in necessary activities—also carries risk.

This precedent can be readily found in the poskim,
perhaps the first to fully elaborate on this the Noda Be-
Yehuda (Mahadura Tinyana, Y.D. 10), who forbids
hunting for sport, both because of its unbecoming
nature and due to the life-threatening dangers entailed,
but then adds that hunting is allowed for the sake of

earning a living quoting the above Gemarah.

A similar ruling can be found by Rabbi Waldenberg
(Tzitz Eliezer 9:17, Kuntres Refua Be-Shabbos 5:9),
who, when ruling on a case of a doctor treating
contagious patients, concludes that one may place
himself in a potentially hazardous situation when this

is required professionally.

This point is also made by Rav Moshe Feinstein
(Iggeros Moshe, C.M. 1:104), who permits earning a
livelihood from an athletic career, even if one plays a
sport that entails a small risk to one's life or to the lives
of other players. Citing Gemara's comments
concerning an employee's exposing himself to risk for
his job, Rav Moshe asserts that for the sake of earning
a living, one may expose himself to a level of risk and
even expose others to danger, as long as they choose

to place themselves in that situation.

Quantifying risk in Halacha

Halacha traditionally categorizes risk with terms like
(doubtful
and miyut she'eno matzui

safek sakana danger), miyut hamatzui

(significant minority),
(insignificant minority), reflecting a human-centered,
intuitive perspective. While this qualitative approach
has long aligned with human experience and suited
most of history, it poses a challenge for poskim in a
world increasingly defined by actuarial data and
precise statistics.

One innovative approach comes from the renowned
posek, Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein(Headlines Vol 2, ch
Ebola,
whether doctors should treat Ebola patients, despite an

in response to author p280). When asked

8% risk of death, he referenced the Mishkenos Yaakov

(Y.D. 17), which addresses kosher status and classifies

a 10% chance as a "common minority" (miyut
hamatzui)—a level of risk that warrants attention.
Rabbi Zilberstein ruled that, because the risk was

under 10%, it would still be permissible for doctors to
assume it. He also cites his teacher and father-in-law,
Rav Elyashiv zt" I, who held that a 5% risk constitutes
an "uncommon minority" (miyut she'eno matzui),
suggesting that a risk below 5% might not be
considered significant, and even obligatory when it

comes to saving another's life.
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