Kinnus Torah Pesach 5782 - 18 Nissan 5782
Prepared by: Shlomo Chaim Kesselman
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Questions

May a woman wear a lace-front/top sheitel? Any sheitel?

May one enter a non-kosher restaurant for a meeting, to buy a drink, or to use the bathroom? What
about in the airport?

3. May one serve non-dairy creamer with coffee after a meat meal? What about pareve ice cream?
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Sources for Issur of Maris Ayin
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2. Mishnah states regarding the Kohen who would withdraw money from the Beis Hamikdash, that he
would enter and exit in a specific manner to avoid suspicion.?

3. Another Mishnah forbids one from walking on a path that leads to a city of idol worshippers on their
day of celebration when that path leads only to that city.®

4. A Braisa praises Beis Gormu for never eating refined bread so people wouldn't suspect them of
eating the lechem haponim.* (Beis Avtinas as well.)

5. Rav rules that fish blood in a vessel is assur. And the Gemara explains that it's maris ayin.®

Reasons for Issur

People will think badly of you, that you are sinning.®
People may misunderstand what is being done, and learn from you that this action is permitted.”
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Potential Leniencies

Issurim D’rabbanan (b’chadrei chadorim)

1. Rama writes that when eating almond milk with chicken, there is no problem of maris ayin, for there
is no maris ayin when it comes to issurim d’rabbanan (Chicken with milk is only d’rabbanan.)®
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2. However, Shach, Maharshal, and many others argue with Rama and demonstrate clearly that there is
maris ayin even by issurim derabbanan.’

3. Nachalas Tzvi explains that in general, Rama agrees that maris ayin is even by issurim d’rabbanan.
However, Rama is referring to a case of b‘chadrei chadorim,’® in private, and there, by issurim
d’rabbanan, we can be lenient."

No New Maris Aayin

1. Pri Chadash holds that unless explicitly mentioned in Talmud, we are not authorized to establish new
cases of maris ayin. For otherwise, so many things should be assur, and yet we do not find that the
Chachamim or poskim forbade them.

2. However, since virtually none of the poskim learn like Pri Chadash, his opinion cannot be relied
upon. However, many use it as a snif I’hakel where other considerations are at play

"Matzui" (Common)

1. Mishnah states that silk with wool is assur due to maris ayin issur of silk looking similar to linen."

2. However, Tur quotes Rosh that once silk became common, and known to most that it is not linen, it
is no longer assur to mix it with wool.™

3. Mechaber and Rama rule like Tur and Rosh. '

Answering the Questions

Non-dairy creamer

1. Rav Ovadia Yosef,’® amongst many others, including kashrus agencies, based on the heter of
“matuzi,” say that it's totally fine. Do not even need to put heker.

2. Bepashtus, the same applies to matzah meal on Pesach.

Non-kosher restaurant

1. There are a few teshuvos from Reb Moshe Feinstein on maris ayin."” In one, he writes at the end
about restaurants, and says it's assur.

2. He continues that if one is in a lot of tza’ar, and has nowhere else to eat, then he may eat in there,
but should sit in a hidden place, and if anyone sees him, he should tell them the story.
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3. Perhaps though, in a situation where it is common to enter not for eating purposes, there may be
grounds for leniency.®

4. Another consideration is a place like an airport, where one wants to go in to buy a drink. In such a
case there is even more reason to be lenient."

Sheitels®

1. The discussion regarding sheitels goes way back. Shiltei Giborim,?" based on the Mishnah, rules that
its mutar.

2. Rama,® Magen Avraham,? Shulchan Aruch Harav,?* and others follow suit, in ruling that it is mutar,
making no mention of any maris ayin problems.

3. (In his sefer, Rabbi Wolpo goes to great lengths to demonstrate that even the opinions (Be’er Sheva,
others) who forbade sheitels due to maris ayin, that was because they were in places where it was
not common.)

4. Reb Moshe,® in a famous teshuvah, listed several reasons why wearing a sheitel is not a problem of
maris ayin.

5. Now, as to the recent question regarding lace sheitels, and the recent proclamations against it, the
reasoning of these rabbonim is that they hold that the heter for wearing a sheitel was never
supposed to be applied to a case where the sheitel is so natural looking.

6. However, in answer to that claim:

a. Reb Moshe - No maris ayin by mitzvos asei

b. Reb Moshe - In the majority of cases, women can tell. (The same applies to lace.)

c. Nowhere in the opinions of those who permit sheitels is there mention that the sheitel
may not look natural. And on the contrary, the lashon of the Shiltei Giborim, and others,
implies that the whole point is to look natural.?®

d. Lace, and natural looking sheitels in general, have become matzui.

e. The masses are not suspect. Meaning, if there is something many people do, there is no
issue of maris ayin. *

https://asktherav.com/tag/maris-ayin v '®
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